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AE on nifehpreliedtthich my my gle 
and views, and the unfounded reports to 
my prejudice, which have been for years paſt 
unremittingly circulated, compel me, however 
reluctant, publicly to vindicate my character and 
principles. Were J alone concerned in theſe miſ- 
repreſentations, I ſhould continue to maintain 
that filence which I have hitherto obſerved, and 
either leave the refutation n ef groundleſs calum- 
ny and unmerited reproach 10 others, or to the 
| gradual operation of tlie peaceable principles 
which I entertain, and to the irreproachable 
conduct, as far as it regards the public, which I 
purſue. But although I have been particu- 
larly aimed at, many beſides are implicated in 
the ſame charges; and, above all, the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity is concerned, while thoſe who pro- 
feſs to be Chriſtians are accuſed. It is not on the 

Sround of enthuſiaſm alone, or of extravagant 
ſpeculatiye notions, that I and my friends are 
attacked, but on account of opinions which it 
is confidently afſerted we hold, ſubverſive of 
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* 


[2] 


every thing valuable to ſociety, leading to con- 
fuſion and anarchy ; and, although propagated 
under the maſk of religion, yet tending to pro- 
| mote, if not abſolutely connected with ledition, 
treaſon, and rebellion. 

Thoſe who have the ſlighteſt acquaintance | 
with the predictions and warnings of the Lord 
Jeſus to his diſciples, and with the hiftory of his 

church in ſueceeding ages, will not be much 
ſurpriſed, at the repetition of ſuch charges. 
There are many, hewever, who have not much 
5 conſidered theſe matters, and we need. not won 
der if ſuch ſhould, be alarmed at the reports 
* they ſo inceſſantly hear of intentions and mea- 
ö ſures, to, ſap the foundation of the Eſtabliſhed 
reb, and. afterwards to overturn the State. 
YT If theſe; indeed were actually the intentions of 
EE! the perſons accuſed, the total unfitneſs of the 
i _ inſtruments employed for-carrying into, execu- 
| tion operations of ſuch magnitude and extent, 
| might rather excite ridicule than create alarm; 
| were it not for the peculiar, complexion of the 
| times, and, the awful and fingular events which 
daily « occur, Alarming. as theſe in reality are, 
an undue ad vantage is taken of them; and, by 
meeans of the moſt cruel miſrepreſentations and 
poſitive falſehoods, the public mind is miſled, 
and perſons are repreſented as artful and dan- 
gerous, whoſe conduct is the moſt open and un- 
diſguiſed, and the furtheſt removed from oppo- 


1 1 


tion or koftility to the gbod' order of cdi fo- 


1 ciery and the government of the country. 


; 


Among thoſe individuals who are thus re- 


_ proached, as it is notorioufly the fact, it can be 


no vanity | in me to fay, that f ftand among the 


foremoſt. A number of circumſtanees have 
concurred to occafion this, and theſe, it muſt be 


confeſſed, have been very carefully improved; 

while all the opinions I ever held that could 
be mentioned to my Prejudice have been art- 
fully miftated, or ſhockingly exaggerated, nor 


has the profeſſion of any change of views ever 


been admitted to be ſineere. 


1 did hope, that a little time would 100 
worn off unfavourable impreſſions reſpecting 
my political fentiments ; but I have found it 
otherwiſe. - To render thoſe inexcuſable, ſhould 
they perſevere, who can thus fo lightly and 
bafely traduce their neighbour's character, 1 


ſhall give a faithful ſtatement of my former 


and preſent fentiments, and of the progreſs and 


a” 


: graqual change of my mind. 


reve 


Until the aa the French Re- 
volution, I had never particularly turned my 


attention to political diſcuſſion. I had read 


Delolme! 8 Treatiſe and Blackſtone's Commenta- 


ries on the Laws of England, and was a fincere 


admirer of the Britiſh conſtitution. I had alſo 


perufed, with mach ſatisfaction, Smith's Inquiry 
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into the nature * cauſes of the N of na. 
tions. The firſt books I read upon the ſubject 


of government, after the change that took place 


in France, was Mr Burke's Reflections, Mackin, 

_ toſh's Vindiciæ Gallicæ, and afterwards ſe veral of 
the pamphlets, by Chriſtie, Paine, Barlow, Prieſt- 
ley, and others, which appeared in ſo great num 
bers about that time. Although I did not ex- 
actly agree with theſe writers, nor indeed with 
any that I happened to meet with, a ſcene of me- 


lioration and improvement in the affairs of man- 
kind, ſeemed to open itſelf to my. mind, which, 
I truſted, would ſpeedily take place in the world; 


| ſuch as the univerſal abolition of ſlavery, of war, 


and of many other miſeries that mankind were 
expoſed to, and which appeared to me wholly 


to reſult from the falſe principles upgn which 


the ancient governments had been conſtruct- 


ed. I exulted in this proſpect, from motives of 
benevolence, and, as far as I know, without 


any allowed mixture of ſelfiſhneſs. I rejoiced 
in the experiment that was making in France, 


of the conſtruction of a government, at once 


from its foundation upon a regular plan, which 
Hume, in his eſſays, ſpeaks of as an event {9 
much to be deſired. 

In every company I delighted in \ diſcuſſing 
this favourite ſubject, and endeavoured to point 


out the vaſt advantages that I thought might 
be expected as the reſult. At this time I was 
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in habits of intimacy with ſome very as cler. 
gymen, reſiding at, and in the neighbourhood of Z 
Stirling. They, were acquainted with a principle 
did not then admit, and which, although a funda. 
mental part of the creeds of the Eftabliſhed 
Churches both, of England and Scotland, is not 


generally admitted; I mean, the total corruption 


of human nature, Reaſoning from their firm per- 


ſuaſion of this truth, they aſſured me, that ſuch 


effects as I expected, unqueſtionably ſo deſire- 


able in themſelves, could not flow from any 


change of government; and that the cruelties 
in France, then beginning to be exereiſed, 
were the natural effect of certain circumſtances, 
in which the people of that country ſtood, and 
would, in a greater or leſs degree, take place in 


any country in a ſimilar fituation. I widely dif- 
fered from them; and continued to maintain my 


own opinions, aſcribing all or moſt of the enor- 
mities of the French, ſolely to the ſtate of degra- 


| dation, to which I thought their minds had been 


reduced, during the ancient feſpotig} 5mm 
ment. 


Numerous palitical a . the fag | 


time, were eſtabliſhed in England; and Scotland, 
but of theſe I expreſſed my decided diſappro- 


bation, and never went near a ſingle one of 


them. I always thought, that by them the 


minds of the people were much more likely to 
be inflamed aun informed, and that they were 
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61 POE 
ealculites to produee confuſion, rather than re. 
formation. Zeſides, as I ſaw ſo many well in 
formed men, Who had ar firft approved of the 
French Revolution, Beginning to fet themſelves 
directly againſt any change in this country, I 


was peffuaded it would eliſure the mofl dread- 
ful conſequences, were any atte 


mpt to that pur- 
poſe to be made by theſe ſocieties or their lead- 
ers. The French were making the experiment 
upon themſelves; from them I wifhed to ſee its 
effects. I thought theſe would be ſo good as 
ſoon to convince other nations, and make them 
willing to follow their example; and I hoped 


that this might one day take place, withous 


pays Vloodfhed'or lofs of propertx. 
am ſure thefe-were diſtinctly my ſontienonts 


at the time my mind was moſt filled with poli- 


tical ſpeculations ; as J recollect, when the ſo- 
cieties were ſet on foot, that I wrote a letter 


to a friend, expreſſing my ſtrong diſapproba- 


tion of them, containing alfo the other opinions 


{ have juſt mentioned. Fhis letter he ſhewed 
to ſeveral perſons at the time; and, for aught 
I know, it may remain to this day. I there 


took pains fully to declare my ſentiments, 5 


and kept a copy of it, and of another letter, 
in which I exprefted - my abhorrence of all 

Act cabals, or open violence againft the go- 
vernment; and theſe, together with a ſpeech T 
delivered at Stirling, m a ovary” — 


which I had accurately written, I ſhould have 

been inclined to have inſerted here, had I 

not, a conſiderable time ago, committed them 

all to the flames, as ee of a mee which : 

I have for ever renounced. 

Having mentioned that ſpeech; it may be 
proper to ſay ſomething concerning it, as it 
made ſome noiſe at the time; and being the 

only circumſtance in my public conduct that, 

could be taken hold of, has been carefully kept 
in remembrance, much miftated, and made a 

ground of accuſation HR me to * * 

day. 

A meeting of the Freeholders of the county 

of Stirling was called, on the 1| of July 1794, 

to conſider the propriety of arming corps of 
volunteers throughout the county, at which 
bis Grace the Duke of Montroſe was in the 

chair. 1 had never before, in public, deli- 

vered my fentiments reſpecting any political 
ſubject; but when called upon in my place, 

I thought it proper to come forward and 

explicitly to avow them. The view 1 took of 

the queſtion before the meeting was, that all 
thoſe who diſapproved of the preſent war muſt, 
to be conſiſtent, oppoſe the meaſure of forming 
volunteer corps, as arming the men who ſhould 
compoſe theſe, would only enable government 
to ſend more of the regular forces out of the 
kingdom, and ſo to perſiſt in the war; but 


rc 


1 


Hould dad nothing to the A0 ſecurity of . 
the country, the profeſſed object of the meaſure. 


Beſides, that as it was ſaid many were :diſaf- 


fected to government, the meaſure itſelf might 


be dangerous, by putting arms into the hands 


of ſuch; and, at any rate, that it ſeemed an at- 
tempt to govern the country by force, which, 


if the majority of the people were diſaffected; 


would be impoſſible, if otherwiſe, unneceſſary. 


I then delivered my opinion upon what I con- 


ceived the impolicy and injuſtice of the war: 


I afterwards deſcribed what I confidered to be 


the true character of a perſon properly called a 


democrate, as a friend of his country, and a lo- 
ver of peace, and one who cheriſhed the ſenti- 


ments of general benevolence ; and contraſted 


it with that of perſons who held oppoſite ſen- 


timents, who were deſirous of hugging their 


' prejudices, and of adapting the maxims of go- 


vernment of the ſeventeenth to the end of the 
eighteenth century, a period ſo much more en- 
lightened. I next endeavoured to deſcribe the 

bad effects of prejudice, and of undiſtinguiſhing 


reſiſtance to every thing new, although confeſ- 


ſedly for the better, as exemplified in the 
hiſtory of all nations, and particularly in the 


| hiſtory of the Reformation. I afterwards took 
a view of the advantages which the world, 
I was confident, would derive from the prin- 
ciples of freedom being better underſtood, in 
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the Uniserlsl pool and ſecuttty that would 
. eonſequently prevail; although, I obſerved, an 
attempt to ſtrangle theſe principles in their 
birth, by the convulſed graſp of the expiring 
monſter deſpotiſm, had cauſed the moſt dread- 
ful diſturbances in Europe. I then declared 
to the freeholders, that I thought they would 
have been much better employed, had'they been 
meeting to conſider how all abuſes, that were. 
penerally allowed to be ſuch, might be reform- 
ed, than in following the example of thoſe ſo- 
cieties, who had moſt improperly intended to 
arm, but who might eaſily be prevented from 
doing miſchief by that power which govern- 
ment already poſſeſſed. I added, that, from 
their ſituation in life, they would aſſuredly have 
much more influence with their countrymen in 
any other way than as armed men. And I con: 
cluded the whole with a ſolemn declarition of 
my con viction of the propriety and een of 
the ſentiments I had ſtated. wo 
The above is an accurate account of the bas 
ing features of what I ſaid that day; and 1 am 
perſuaded thoſe who were preſent will bear wit- 
neſs ro the faithfulneſs of this report. The a- 
bove ſpeech created to tne many enemies, and 
cauſed much miſrepreſentation; but the con- 
ſequences of it, I reckon, were eventually very 
happy. Ir produced indeed a conſiderable covE 
neſs and diſtance on the part of ſome of the 
1 
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n country gentlemen; but this is led 


me into the, company of others, from ORR. $. 
derived more advantage. 


I have mentioned above, that I was * + 


Iy.i in company with ſeveral reſpeQable clergy- 
men, who lived in my neighbourhood. However 
much, from knowing more of the actual ſtate 


of human nature, they might perceive the im- 


probability of attaining univerſal peace and 
juſtice in the world, and of all human affairs 
being conducted upon theſe principles, they ne- 
vertheleſs thought me ſincere ; and inſtead of 
withdrawing from my company, conſtantly at- 


_ tempted to lead my mind to infinitely higher 
concerns than thoſe I had hitherto purſued. 


And here I cannot help ſaying, if any among 
them have in the leaſt ſuffered in the public 
eſteem on account of thus preſerving their con- 


nection with me, they have ſuffered moſt un- 


juſtly. I know, they were adviſed by people, 
calling themſelves their friends, to give up go- 
ing to my houſe ; but they conſidered it their 
duty to act otherwiſe, hoping, that, through 


their means, I ſhould at length become partak- 


er of like precious faith with themſelves. With 
this view they perſevered, and often ſat till a 
late hour at night, (when perhaps they had to 
riſe early to depart to their parochial duty,) 


converſing, after the period above alluded to, 


(viz. the meeting of freeholders of the county 


F 


of Stirling), not always on political arrangements | 
or the government of this world, as was com- 
monly ſuppoſed and falſely reported, although 
of theſe we alſo ſpake, but chiefly upon the 
concerns of our immortal ſouls, and the things 
that belonged to our everlaſting peace. The. 
effects have been profitable to them and 


to me, and ſuch I truſt as they and I ſhall mu- 


tually rejoice in, when time ſhall be no more. 
The greater number of thoſe concerning whom 
I write, belong to the Eſtabliſned Church. Are 
they and I become enemies, becauſe we follow 
Not now in all things together, and do not yet 

ſee eye to eye? God forbid! f ET 
Converſing with theſe gentlemen, and read- 
ing a good deal upon the ſubject of religion, I 
was brought gradually to perceive, in ſome 
meaſure, the glory of the doctrines held out in 
ſcripture, and the conſiſtency of the truth as 
It is in Jeſus. I became anxious to be bet- 
ter informed, and daily gave myſelf more 


and more to the inveſtigation of it. I happen- 


ed to be at a friend's houſe two winters, in a ſi- 
tuation where I had much leiſure for ſuch in- 
quiries. TI enjoyed great comfort in purſuing 
them, and think I can truly ſay, that, under a 
deep ſenſe of my own ignorance in the things 
that related to God, and conſiderable perplexi- 

ty, amidſt oppoſite opinions upon the ſubject, 
4 n, beſought the Lord, that he would 
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men me to diſtinguiſh between wath and 

| falſehood. 8 | 
I know it has FRO ſaid, that at one = woke [ 
was a Socinian. The report is not true; K 
Socinian clergyman, who accompanied a friend 
of mine upon a viſit from England, was ſome 
time in the year 1794 at my kouſe; we often diſ- 
cuſſed his ſentiments, I conſtantly endeavouring, 
with the little knowledge I had upon the ſub- 
ject, to maintain the Trinitarian-views, in which, 
in the language of the paftoral admonition, I 
had been * bred up.” I uſed. often to retail 
his arguments, partly to learn from others 
better informed than I was, what could be 
urged againſt them, and alſa to difpute upon 
the ſubject as a matter of ſpeculative inquiry; 
without any proper impreſſion of its awful ſo- 
lemnity or importance. Indeed the fact was, I 
neither underſtood the one {ide of the queſtion, 
nor the other. But I tecollect, when I came 
ſeriouſly to conſider the matter, I was three or 
four days really in doubt whether it much 
ſignified what I. believed concerning it; but 
I did not longer continue uncertain re- 
ſpecting its importance, although it was ſome 
time before my mind was ſettled, and 1 never 
did profeſs to be a Socinian. = 

After I returned home, the ſame e 
chiefly, occupied my attention; and whate- 
ver good or harr! the ſtudy of politics may have 


aw) 


done te others, they pextainly 1 the wa ty 
much good to me. 

Before the F BY S 1 no- 
thing to rouſe my mind, I lived in the country, 
almoſt wholly engroſſed by country purſuits, 
little concerned about the general intereſts or 

happineſs. of; mankind, but ſelfiſſly and un- 
thank fully enjoying the bleſſings which God in 
his providence had ſo bountifully poured around 
me. As to religion, I contented myſelf with 
that general profeſſion which is ſo common and 
ſo worthleſs, and that form of godlineſs which 
completely denies its power. I endeavoured to 
be decent, and what is called moral, but was ig- 
norant of my loſt ſtate by nature, and of the deep 
depravity and corruption of my heart, as well 
as of the ſtrictneſs, purity and extent of the di- 


vine law. While I ſpoke of a Saviour, I was 


little acquainted with his charaRter, the, value 
of his ſufferings and death, the need I flood in 
of the atoning efficacy of his pardoning blood, 


5 


or of the imputation of his perfect obedience, 


and meritorious righteouſneſs; and of the ſanc- 


tifying influences of the eternal Spirit, to apply 


his ſalvation to my ſoul. When politics began to 
be talked of, I was led to conſider every thing 


anew. I eagerly catched at them as a pleaſing 
ſpeculation. As a fleeting phantom, they eluded 


my graſp; but. miſſing the ſhadow, I caught the 


ſubſtance and, while obliged to abandon theſs 
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confeſſedly empty and anfatifaGtory purſaits, 
T obtained, in ſome meaſure, the ſolid conſola- 
tions of the goſpel ; ſo that I may ſay, as Paul, 
concerning the Gentiles of- old, He was found 
of me who ſought him not. | 
Some time after this, when I trol 1 bel been 
led to chooſe that good part which cannot be 
taken from any one, and to adopt the views of 
religion I at preſent hold, I firſt heard of the 
' Baptiſt Miſſionary Society, and their miſſion in 
Bengal. It immediately ſtryck me that I was 
ſpending my time' in the country to little pro- 
fit, while, from the command of property, 
which, through the goodneſs of God, 1 Poſſeſ- 
ſed, I might be ſomewhere extenſively uſeful. 
After conſidering the matter deliberately for 
about ſix months, I propoſed to Mr Innes, then 
miniſter at Stirling, now at Dundee, (having 
obtained my wife's conſent), to go to- Ben- 
gal, and to ſpend the remainder of our lives 
in endeavouring to communicate the pre- 
cious truths of the goſpel to the Hindoos 
who were living under the Britiſh government. 
He and I maturely weighed the buſineſs 
for ſix or eight months more, to the beſt of 
my recollection, when we invited ſome others to 
Join us. Being perſuaded that, without liber- 
ty from the government in India, we ſhould 
not be permitted to act upon the extenſive 
ſcale propoſed, we applied to the India Company 
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| for leave to go out; 3 13 leave was not granted; 
After doing every thing we judged lawful and 
proper to obtain it, we abandoned the plan, 
eſpecially as new ſchemes of uſefulneſs began 
to open at home, indicating, as we judged, the. 
will of -God that we ſhould remain where we 
were. Many have blamed us for not going out 
- quietly without aſking leave; but I never could 
ſee the probability of this ſucceeding on the 
plan we had laid down, and I have ſince been 
completely confirmed in my opinion, by parti- 
cular accounts received from a gentleman in 
India, well qualified to judge, and from what I 
have ſince obſerved in this country. He writes to 
a a correſpondent as follows: © I heard ſomething 
lately of the intention of ſome of your friends to 
ſettle. at Benares. I requeſt you will diſcoun- 
tenance this Utopian. miſſion. They cannot 
obtain the ſanction of the government; and 
without it, they can neither live, pray, nor 
preach i in this country, But, with ſuch a ſanc- 
tion, a dozen perſons of piety and learning, 
purchaſing territory, and eſtabliſhing a college, 
would ſoon ſpread a light over Hindoftan. 
Wait the Lord's time. In the mean time, what 
your hand finds to do (in Edinburgh), do it 
with all your might.“ | 5 
It is ſincerely to be wiſhed, that the e 
tors of the India Company may, ere long, ſee 
this matter in a different light, and deſire to im- 
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part, or at leaſt not to prohibit the Bleſſitigs or 


might Britain, which has fo largely partaken of 
the temporal good things of the nations of In- 


te] 


Chriſtianity from being carried to their numerous 
ſubjects in Bengal, in order to reſcue them from 
the cruel fuperſlition, and degrading immorali- 
ty, in which they are at-preſent ſunk. Thus 


dia, in return, be the inſtrument of enriching 
them with ſpiritual bleſſings. For my on 
part, I am ſatisfied in having made the attempt, 
although it appeared by the event clearly the 
will of Providence that we ſhould not go. I 
have not a doubt that this was ordered for 
good ; and our being ptevented, whether from 
unworthineſs, or from whatever other cauſe, 1 
which we know not now, we ſhall know bere- Mi 
after. I could not, however, help particularly - 
obſerving the maſſacre of the Europeans that Fs 
lately took place at Benares, where it is pro- Wt 
bable we ſhould' have been, had we obtained 


our deſire. With the apoſtle, then, I would 


here thankfully exclaim, O the depth of the 
riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge of 

God ! how unſearchable are his judgments, and 

his ways paſt finding out !” 

Bad motives in this buſineſs were aſcribed to 
us; but ſurely ſuch judging is very unwarrant- 
able. There was no Chriſtian Eftabliſhed 
Church in India, of which we might wiſh t6 
ſap the foundation, and no probability, from the 
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f power and 


to Mr Secretary Dundas. 


Mitel of ths government cure; 


of any attempt Tucceedidg, had we beeh dio. 


fed; to overturn the State. 
1 had not feen at that inks ey AM have 


nee, that it was my privilege to ' abſtain from 


all political interference in this country; nor 
was I ſo deeply and practically convinced of 
the corruption of human nature, as I truſt I 
have fince been, ſo as to expect leſs from it 


under any political arrangement: Yet, as a 
 miffionary, I had determined to renounce the 


ſubject, thinking that, at leaſt in that ſituation, 
I might, with a good conſcience, give it up 


altogether. This was expreſsly ſettled and 


agrecd upon, as an effential condition to be ob- 
ſerved by all of us, who joined in the intended 


_ miffion. I have it, however, in my power to 


ſhew diſtinctly, as 1 ſhall now do, what. my 


views and intentions were reſpecting govern- 


ment, when I applied for leave to go to India, 
by giving extracts from ſome letters I then wrote 

In a letter, dated, Lotidon, Sept. 21. . 1796, 
it is ſaid, (T copy verbatim), From what you 
have probably heard of my political opinions, 
it may appear ſtrange to you that I ſhould now 
wait upon you. I have no doubt, however, that 


report has conveyed them to vou, very dif- 


ferent from what they really are, or ever 
have been. Such as they were, * always 
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ſpoke them fairly and openly, which 1 be 
makes me exceedingly liable to miſrepreſenta- 


tion. I mean not to retract any thing I have 
ever ſaid, or deny what I now hold ; but if, i in 
_ conſequence of the following communication, 


which I addreſs to you, you ſhould be deſirous, 
as indeed you will be entitled, to .know what 
they are, I am happy I have it in my power 


completely to ſatisfy you, by anſwering any 


queſtions you may pleaſe to propoſe to me on 
the ſubjet. And J hope, if you ſhould think 
me miſtaken, you will at leaſt give me credit 
for lincerity, for which the poſſeſſion of the pro- 
perty I enjoy, and the favourableneſs of the 


| preſent arrangements to people in my ſituation, 
give a pretty ſtrong pledge. I believe no one 


who knows me, will lay to my charge a deſire 
of making myſelf of conſequence in the coun- 


try. Indeed I have always acted in a contrary 


manner; and, except once, when [I conſidered 
myſelf called upon in my place, never came 


forward in any public ſociety of men, though 


often ſolicited. Nor have I ever, in the 
ſmalleſt degree, attempted to inflame any who, 


from their ſituation, might be ſuppoſed to have 


leſs information than myſelf, while, among thoſe + 
who were my equals or ſuperiors in knowledge 
of the ſubject, I have conſtantly ſpoken plainly 


and openly all I thought.“ 


Whatever fear may be expreſſed with regard 
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to the political ſentiments of any of us, As inak- 
ing it dangerous to ſend ſuch perſons to India, 
will not apply here. As citizens of this coun- 
try we conceive we have 'a right, and we e 
ſteem it a duty, to ſpeak freely our ſentiments 
about government. As miſfionaries abroad we 
| have no Wan buſineſs. Our mouths, on that 


ourſelves to | preach. only the goſpel of Teſus 
_ Chriſt, and what it contains, in a foreign land. 
On all inen it enjoins peaceable and quiet lives, 
Which we ſhall uniformly inculcate. Indeed 1 
truſt we ſhall be found uſeful in no common 
degree, (mould God grant us ſucceſs), in pro- 
moting the peace and happineſs of the 'coun- 
try, and the ftability of the government, which | 
we believe to be the beſt in India. We are 
fully convinced, that nothing will tend to bind 
India ſo cloſely to England as the introduction 
of the goſpel among the natives. (While the 
| heathen ſlaves in the Weſt Indies have united 
in inſurrection, the converted Africans have con- 
tinued peaceable and faithful; ſuch is the natural 
influence of Chriſtianity on its votaries.) And 
at the ſame time, we are confident, that nothing 
will provoke God to deprive England of the 
empire in the eaſt, and the beneffts "reſulting 
from the poſſeſſion of it, ſo much as neglecting 
to ſend the goſpel to them, and eſpecially refu- 
ſing to allow it to be ſept, when you e are hum- 
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bly intreated to grant permiſſion: The laws of ; 
the India Company with reſpect to | ibs 


out are very ſtrict; but the ſpirit of them i is to 
preyent thoſe, whom they do not authoriſe, from 


| meddlingwith their arrangements or commerce. 


Our buſineſs, and our aim, is to propagate the 


; goſpel, : and fave the ſouls of the miſerable hea . 


thens; 4 and we ſhould think ourſelves culpable 
in the higheſt degree, were the rulers, or thoſe 
who. are intruſted with the direction of com- 
merce, ever to have any Juſt: cauſe of complaint 
againſt us. Surely it can never be thought, 
that we haye any ſiniſter views in this buſineſs, 

or any other than what we hold out. To it we 
dedicate qur all, we leave. very many comforts 
in this country, (for I aſſure you it is not diſ- 
content that carries us away); and we riſk, 
nay, almoſt certainly i incur, bad health, and ma- 


ny inconveniencies, and diſagreeable circum- 


ſtances, that natives of the oppoſite fide of the 
globe muſt neceflarily encounter. Indeed, con- 
fidering every thing, if we da not go with pure 
views, and from good motives, in the language 
of the apoſtle, I have no heſitation to ſay, © We 


4 muſt be of all men moſt miſerable,” . 


In another letter, dated, London, Sept. 30. 
1796, it is further ſaid, « Many thouſands have. 
gone to India to attain: a decent competency 


or ſplendid affluence; we go with a direct view, 
not to enrich ourſelves, 18 tq f the ſouls 1 


rn) 


men: And. ſurely, Sir, it is no unreaſonable 
requelt, that at leaſt ve mag he permitted ta 
go out quietly, and enjoy the protection of the 
government of India, while we demean our- 
ſelves well. —— 

If we do not act there as we nen the 
goyernment can at any time ſend us home; we 
ſhall be ſufficiently in their power. I am per- 
ſuaded, however, they would never hear or * 
but as inculcating quietneſs and peace.“ 

It is here proper to obſerve, before I e 
that the expreſſion in the above extracts, I 
never came forward, in any public ſociety of 
men, though often ſolicited,” entirely alludes 
to the county meetings of the freeholders. My 
principles at all times were too well known for 
any one to ſolicit my W the ſelf- 
created political ſocieties. I never had any pri- 
vate intimation of what was going on among 
them. At that time I often publicly declared, 
had I ever known of any thing dangerous to 
government, even if I had lived in Turkey, 
where they have one of the worſt governments, 
1 ſhould have accounted it my duty we 
iy, to nvanit. + bon 

The only. ſolicitation of this kind ever 3 
to me, was a requeſt by letter, to ſubſcribe money 
for thoſe perſons who had been tried in England 
for ſedition, and acquitted. Although acquit- 
ted, I highly eee their conduct, * 


r 


wrote an anfwer to this effect that the perfor 
ſoliciting me, had wholly miſunderſtood what 
my political ſentiments had always been, other- 
wiſe he Would not have made ſuch” a i propoſal 
to Wn Xin, 
I have (Further to remark, ths the "EEO 
eſters were written' in London, and that the 
exptefſion, as citizens, &c. we deem it our 
duty,“ Sc. did not apply to my two aſſociates 
3 in Scotland, who, as miniſters of the goſpel ar 
home, always thought it their duty to. act in 
the ſame matiner, in every reſpect, as they 
would have done if miſſionaries abroad, and as 
having nothing to do with politi „ 
From theſe extracts, it will clearly appeat 
what my views at that time were; and indeed, 
offering to go to Bengal was certainly declar- 
8 HE — in language ſufficiently ſtrong, that it was > 
[1 not politics I had in view, when I wiſhed ta ü 
— myſelf, my family, and property, entirely ad 
under the power of a government which is ſo 
ſtrong, as the Engliſh government in India, 
from its relative and ne er, ſituation, neceſ- 
farily muſt be. 55 ane 
While there named any rpc of 
our obtaining leave to go to Bengal, I did not 
relinquiſh the object, but continued to uſe all | 
proper means for that purpoſe. While I was 
thus engaged, a very unexpected and cruel at⸗ 
tack was made upon me and my afſ6ciates, in in 


/ = —_ — _ 
> 1435 . — 2 
„ — as a” 


—— InI, 92 ” 2 
2 roo — 


— e Pats * 1 rr = ane es ws 
: - 


S 2 
of rom 8 4 


FX; 
* 
r 


— 


ta] 
- i well known bock, publiſhed by Profeſſor R6- 
' biſory, although I had never been a free · ma- 


ſon, and knew nothing of the Illuminati. The 
foul calumny was afterwards retracted by him 
in the newſpapers. He introduced this accuſa- 
tion, by calling me a very eminent friend and 
abettor of Dr Prieſtley ; but he could not have 
been more unfortunate in his epithet, as there 
was no perſon to whom I ſtood more oppoſed in 
religious principles. Nor did Lever agree with him 
in his political ſentiments. ' I believe Dr Prieſt- 
ley's religious ſyſtem to be practical atheiſm, and 
that it will lead its unhappy votaries to eternal 
deſtruction. If a man does not acknowledge 
the God of the Bible, in the emphatical lan- 
guage of Scripture, « he has made God a liar,” 
while the idea ſet up in the mind, is a mere 
creature of the imagination, and no God. 

I ſhall here inſert my 9 with 
Profeſſor Robiſon. I once did not intend to have 
troubled the Public with this buſineſs; but I now 
find it neceſſary for my own vindication. Mr 
Robiſon's retractation in the newſpapers was very 
unſatisfactory, as is alſo the correction of his error 
in the later editions of his book. In theſe, he 
continues to call me an eminent follower of 
Dr Prieſtley *.“ It is true I took no notice of this 
part of the calumny in my correſpondence with 
him, my letters being haſtily written, and my 


The words in P. S. 4th Ed. p. 500, are, I was miſtaken as to the 

* expreſſion of an eminent follower of Dr Prieſtley,” &c. In page 485, 
it is ſaid, © T grieve that he * P.) has left any of his friends and abet- 
zors among us,“ Oc. 


j 


. whole attention directed to the refutation of the 
infamous ſentiment he had ſaid I uttered. Af- 
ter what had happened, he ought however to ha ve 
been more cautious, and proper enquiry would 
have prevented this fecond injury. 'Fhe Pro- 
feſſor's accufation has alto been again brought 
forward, in the moft unhandſome manner, in a 
_ periodical publication, and there are mifrepreſen- 
tations concerning it, circulated to this very day. 
I ſhall add two letters from Mr Somerville, mini- 
ſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church in Stirling, in whoſe 
houſe the converſation alluded to, and ſo much 

miſrepreſented,. took place, and the Profeſſor's 
correſpondence with Mr Ewing, one of the gentle 
men who was to have een ee to India. 


Copy of a Letter to Profeſſor Roz1s0N. 


SIR, Airthrey, Sept. ar. 1797. 
I have juſt been informed that a book, lately 
publiſned by you, contains the following para- 
graph. 

_* Igrieve that he (Dr Prieſtley) has left any of 
* his friends and abettors among us. A very 
eminent one ſaid in company a few days ago, 
* That he would willingly wade to the knees in 
blood, to overturn the Eſtabliſhment of the 

„Kirk of Scotland.” I underſtand that he 
* propoſes to go to India, and there to preach 
« Chriſtianity to the natives. Let me beſeech 15 
him to recollect that among us Chriſtianity is 

* ſtill conſidered as the goſpel of peace, and . 


[25] 
. that it ſtrongly difuades us from bathing our 
* feet in blood.” 
As it is ſuppoſed that 1 am the perſon allu- 


| 4 to in theſe ſentences, I muſt requeſt that 
you will inform me, whether it is ſo or not. 


I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
| (Signed) RosBrkT HALDANE, 


To Profeiſor Ron1s0N. 


Copy of a ; from Profe for Ronnoox, dated, 
Stirling, 29th Sept. 1 797. | 


SIX, 
I received your favour of the 27ſt Abet on 
Wedneſday, in the country, where I have been 
confined for ſome time by bad health. The 
moment I received it I'ſet off for this place, to 
give you all the ſatisfaction in my power; and 
expected to find here „ to whom I have 
the pleaſure of being well known. His abſence 
has diſappointed my hopes of a friend, who 
might be a witneſs of what paſſed between us. 
I do not preſume to judge, why you ſuppoſe 
that you are the eminent diſciple of Dr Prieſt- 
ley alluded to in the paſſage which you have 
fairly quoted. I have not ſaid that you are, 
but I cannot at preſent, give you more ſatisfac- 
tion by anſwering your queſtion ; which I am 
ſorry for, becauſe it is required with politeneſs, 


_ CouldI have found a proper friend. to accom- 
D 


8 c 

＋ 26 ] © 
' pany me, I ſhould have had an interview; but 
having had the honour of ſerving my King and 
country as an oflicer in the Royal Navy fot ſe- 
veral years, I have the ſtronger reaſons for be- 
Ing cautious how I act, and muſt not yield to 
my wiſhes, to Eve * more ſatisfaction at pre- 
Ant. 

I can only fy that if you. Rill find yourſelf 
aggrieved, I am ready with my life to give you 
that ſatisfaction which one gentleman is entit- 
led to require of another, | 

Permit me to ſay as an author, that inclina- 
tion, as well as duty, makes me alſo wiſh'to cor- 
rect any miſtakes that I may have fallen into. 
I am therefore ſparing no pains to come at the 
truth of ſeveral things, which were repeated to 
me as the current talk of the country, both 
here and in England; and if I find that I have 
miſrepreſented any thing, I will rectify it in the 
moſt public manner, without loſs of time. But 
this may require a few days, becauſe my health 
is very indifferent, and I cannot bear the fa- 
tigne of travelling without a little interval of 
reſt. This may retard, but ſhall not prevent 
my diſcharging, to the utmoſt of my power, the 
duty that I owe to the public. I —_ with due 
regard, Sir, 3016 
Your moſt humble rent 5 J 

(Signe a) Jou maar so. 


To ROBERT HEALDANE, Eſq. 


(+) 


Copy of the Arfwer to the abo e dat 
Sept. 30. 797. LR 


SIR, * 
I have this moment received your letter, 43 

ted from Stirling. Vou ſay you do not pre- 
ſume to judge why I uppoſe that I am the 
diſciple of Prieſtley allu ed to in the paſſage 1 
quoted; by this, ſeeming to inſinuate, thaꝶ ĩt ma) 
be ſome other perſon. I certainly could have 
no wiſh to apply to myſelf ſuch a charge as 
your book brings - againſt one, who is deſirous, 
you ſay, to go to Indja to teach Chriſtianity 
there, were it poſſible for either me or my 
friends to ſuppoſe that you meant any other. 
It was upon this ground that my ſuppoſition 
was founded. If you, however, declare that I 
was not the perſon alluded to, that is quite ſuf- 
ficient ; and on this ſuppoſition I am certainly 
entitled to require and expect, that you make 
this declaration (as you know that it is gene- 
rally applied to me) upon Ms principle of 
candour and juſtice. 

I now beg leave-to inform you, that I never 
made uſe of ſuch an expreſſion as the one re- 
ferred to, nor ever ſaid any thing at all like it; 
that the ſentiment appears to me ſhocking in 
itſelf, and the moſt remote poſſible from every 
idea IT entertain on the ſubject. No, Sir; I would 


128 
not ſpill one drop of human blood, to ſupport 
or deſtroy all the religious eſtabliſhments in the 
world. I ſhould confider ſuch a way of at- 
tempting to advance the intereſts of Chriſtia- 
nity, as infinitely mad, and infinitely wicked. 
I have over and over again declared this both 
in public and private; and it is well known by 
all my friends, and thoſe who are intimate with 
me, to be my decided and fixed principle. 

J obſerye, you ſay, that if you find you have 
miſrepreſented any thing, you will reQify it in 
the moſt public manner, without loſs of time. 
This is all that I require; and I have even ne 
objection to your taking ſome days to gain all 
the information you defire. But then it muſt 

be done in the moſt explicit manner. No name 
ſhould be mentioned, as there is none in your 
book ; but it ſhould be ſaid, after quoting the 
en that the author finds, upon enquiry, 
that it was totally void of foundation, and 
therefore that he takes the earlieſt opportunity of 
publicly contradicting it. This, or ſomething 
equivalent, muſt be put into the Scotch newſ- 
Papers, and a note muſt alſo be written to the 
reviewers, leſt they retail it. 

I feel that a regard to myſelf and 6 
as ſtanding in ſome meaſure on public ground, 
requires this. Had I not been in this ſituation I 
ſhould very poſſibly have taken no notice of it, 
but ſhould have let it paſs, with many other un- 
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[29] 
founded calumnics that. have . n 
againſt me. e ee e 
J ſhould alſo angie that as hom as you are 
ſatisfied of the aſſertion being unfounded, your 
own candour and feelings will dictate the very 
courſe-tiere pointed out. | 

As to your ſaying, that if 1 feel myſelF-: age 
grieved, you are ready with your life to give 
that ſatisfaction which one gentleman is entit- 
led to require of another, it appears to me a very 

ſtrange way of talking in this buſineſs. If you 
have publicly repeated a falſe calumny againſt 
one who never interfered with you, ought you 
not to deſire, as ſoon as poſſible, even without 
being required, to make him reparation by as 

ublicly contradicting it? which is the only ra- 
tional ſatisfaction that can be obtained or given 
in ſuch a buſineſs. If you mean the term, how- 
ever, in any other acceptation, I muſt beg to in- 
form you, that whatever the maxims of the world 
in ſuch a caſe might dictate, Chriſtianity, which 
1 conſider as the goſpel of peace, has taught 
me, that it would be no ſatisfaction, to bathe 
either my feet or my hands in your blood. 

I have only to add, that I think an inter- 
view would be very proper, and that it need 
not be prevented by your not having a friend 
to accompany you, I ſhall be happy to ſee you 
here this day, if you find it convenient. I am 
perſuaded the buñneſs might be amicably ſet- 


4 
7 


. 
tled in a few minutes. It is not in my power 
to call upon you, as I am confined to-day by a 
cold, and ſwelled face. I am, Sir, your men 

e Wen on gr e e 

(Signed) ROBERT HALDANE. 
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i f } 18 5 p S. 1 have not yet ſeen your boch, but am 
TH happy to find thar the paſſage 1 is fairly quot- 


To Profeflor RokIsox. 


The ſervant who was ſent with the above let. 
ter, brought it back, and informed me, that Pro- 
feſſor Robiſon had left Stirling the day before. 

Upon hearing this, I incloſed it in the following 
note, dated Sept. 30. afternoon. 


Fg | 
Immediately on receipt of your letter from 
Stirling, which, though dated Sept. 29. I only 
got this forenoon, I ſent a ſervant with the in- 
cloſed, directed to you in Stirling, but on his 
return found you left it yeſterday. As I have 
nothing, however, to add to what I have writ- 
ten, I ſend you the ſame letter directed to you 
near Glaſgow, and have only to requeſt a ſpeedy 
anſwer. I am willing to- believe that, without 
further trouble, when you ſind that you have 
ſo groſsly and raſhly calumniated me, you will 
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immediately make reparation for it in the way 


propoſed. I think, indeed, you owe it to your 
own character as well as to me. Should you 
accordingly agree to contradict it, in the way 
ſtated in my letter, I think you had better ſend 
me a note of what you mean to publiſh, before 
you actually do it, to prevent any farther trou- 
ble, if it ſhould not be thought ſatisfactory. All 


I want is a denial of this unfounded piece of 


defamation, (which, I doubt not, however, you 
believed true when you wrote it), as public a. as 
the aſſertion of it has been. 

I am, Sir, your moſt obedient, 


(Signed) ROBERT HALDANE. 


To Profeſſor Ronisod, Beghall, Hear Glaſgow, 
care of James Arthur, Stabler, Buna 8 en 
Ein 


Profefſor Robiſon, inſtead of returning to 
Boghall, went to Edinburgh, and therefore had 
not received my two letters inſerted above 
when he wrote wane n 


Copy of a n From Profe for anon dated, 


Edinburgh, Oct. 2. 1797. 


S, 


I have not loſt a moment” s time, in my en- 
deavours to perform my promiſe in my letter of 
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the 21ſt ®, and have been whieeled. from place 
to place, tracing back my authorities for the 
paſſage quoted by you from my publication, till 
I am quite exhauſted, and obliged again to take 

to my bed. I was in hopes of inſerting the 

correction of my miſtake in the Edinburgh pa- 

pers of this day. But the particulars of an ea- 
ger and deſultory converſation, are ſo: twiſted 
and transformed in every repetition, that hard- 
ly two accounts agree with ſufficient preciſion. 
T have been at half-a-dozen places, at a conſi- 
derable diſtance from each other, in chace, and 
almoſt in ſight of the perſon, with whoſe evi- 
dence I ſhall finiſh my enquiries, and it will be 
Thurſday, before the reſult can appear. But, 
in the mean time, the following advertiſement 
ſhall be inſerted in the Newlpapers of to-mor- 
row. 


Edinburgh, 08. 3. I 797. 


« Profefſor Robiſon takes the earlieſt opportu- 
nity in his power, of acknowledging a miſtake, 
of which he has been guilty, in a work juſt pub- 
liſhed by him, entitled, Proofs of a e 
In the 485th page, it is ſaid, &. | 
This aflertion having been. called in que- 
ſtion, Frofeſſor N nn ſet about 


This muſt be a Amate in the — it ſurely ought to be the »9th 
Inſtead of the 21ſt. 


Weligetiug thi truttf er it. But he finds it 
extremely difneult to obtain the particula 

a defultoty and enger ' eenverſation; ih which 
many perſons of a large company Hall an inte- 
refting ſhare. He can only fay at preſent, that 
As now has'reaſor! to belle ve, that he Ras ſtated 
the words very erroneouſly; and that the perſon 
alluded to, Wee he uch 1 that 
oceafion. Hat Or 0 AMO! g's 
Mr Robifori does Mae However, Lonfder 
this, as a ſufficient correction of his miſtake, and 
is at preſent doing every thing in his power to 
come at the truth; and he hopes, that in three 
or four days, he ſhall be able to ſtate the mat- 
ter accurately to the Public, and explain by 
what means he was ſo far miſted, being much : 
gratified by having it thus in his power, to ef- 
face the impreſſion made by a report which he 
found almoſt univerſal,” 


With reſpe& to the Baal correction itſelf, I 
ſhall inſert it in the Edinburgh Mercury, Cou- 
rant, and Advertiſer, and in the Sun; and other 
reſpectable papers in London. My publiſher 
tells me, that a ſecond edition is wanted. The 
exceptionable paſſage ſhall be cancelled; and if 
you can point me out any other reaſonable me- 
thod of deſtroying the effect of what, has been 
done, I ſhall employ it with pleaſure, becauſe 
nothing can be more agreeable to me, than 


- . — Wr 
8 < 2 3 . * <A » 
— — % 2 8 _ — * K _ 
ns — A — 8 > - 4 * : r 2 — 5 
„ 7 2 —5 = "LEED 5 D — * - > — j F 
2 "4 * 0 —— end 8 r 45 
* 2 — Ln — * — rere " 
5 2 — * * WEE: " 
— _— — — 2 * 
= CT EE — — — «0 yu Mats wag, — — 
——„„«%/ͤr%n% —2—1Xꝛ p N „ . A < d 
. 
e 7 


J 
clearing my performance of every thing that 


trenches on truth. I am obliged to go back to 
where your letter found me, whither I. had 


e in order to get a little health, and ſettle 


my little country affairs, before I engage in the 


tak of the winter. I wiſh, to remain there a 
fortnight, or at moſt three weeks. I preſume 


that nothing can occur, that requires my pre- 
ſence in town before that time. But if other- 
wiſe, your letter will find me, if directed to Mr 
Robiſon of Boghall, to be forwarded to p James 
Arthur, Stabler, Glaſgow. 0 


1 am, with due regard, Sir, &c. 5 
(Signed) Jon R0B150X, a 


To Rontar HALDANE, Efq. of Airthrey, 


Fein. 


2 
144 


copy f the Anfover t to the n 


| Six, 8 Airthrey, Ock. 3. 1795. 
] am juſt now "ie with your letter from 
Edinburgh, and it gives me much pleaſure to 


_ obſerve, that although you could not have re- 
ceived my letter of the 3oth, you have taken 


the very ſteps pointed out in it. There is only 
one obſervation I would make on what you have 
publiſhed, that I think it was unneceſſary to 
have alluded to any converſation at all, and I 
hope that in your final correction, you will ſim- 


LES 


ply fits, that you find the report of ſuch a 
ſentiment having been uttered, was entirely 8 
groundleſs. If you wiſh completely to do me 
juſtice to the Public, before whom you have, in 
ſome meaſure, placed me, you will have the 
goodneſs to ſay, that on ſtrict enquiry, it gives 
you pleaſure to add, that nothing can be more 
remote from the ideas, or abhorrent from all 
the principles of the perſon who was ſaid to 
have uttered it, than the ſentiment alluded ts. 
This would give me complete fatisfaction. How- 
ever, from what I have heard of your character, 
ſince J wrote you laſt, from a friend who lives 
in Stirling, and what I have ſeen to- day by your 
letter, of your candour and regard for truth, I 
am perſuaded I may leave the buſineſs to your- 
ſelf, and doubt not that you will act properly. 


I can only aſſure you again, that I never en- 


tertained the moſt remote idea, of ever wiſhing 
to ſee a drop of blood ſpilt on account of reli- 
gion. The idea appears to me ſhocking. And 
that, whatever miſtatement there may have been, 
I never ſaid any thing in the leaſt like what was 
repeated. If I had, I ſhould have. deemed it 
very uncandid, to have objected to your ſtate- 
ment, becauſe the words only were miſquoted. 

I am ſorry that you have travelled about ſo 
quickly, as to have injured your health. I 
would much rather have waited ſome days, be- 
fore the explanation had taken place, I regret 
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that we had not an interview on Friday, which, 
IT am ſure, would have es 500 mern en 


ble. Jam. Sir, | 1 449 «FF; 649 
| Your moſt obedient habits; ſervant, 
| (Signed) | Rovert Harvaxx. 


To Profeſſor RoB150N. : 


7 


copy of the Profe ere Reply, dated, 22 


5th Oct. 1 


Sis, 


I received your favour of the 505 in 400 
courſe, but by miſcalculating my time, I was 
too late with my anſwer for the 2 5 in = + 


evening. | 

Your letter moſt 8 furprifed me, an 
had I known what Mr Haldane could do; I 
ſhould have ſaved myſelf and him ſome trou- 


ble. I was given to underſtand that he was a 


perſon eaſily provoked, and apt to ſay very diſ- 
agreeable things. I was ſenſible that I was 
the aggreſſor, and that your demand was moſt 


reaſonable. But the very demand made me 


ſuſpect that I had miſrepreſented things. Yet 
I conld not anſwer it without a great ritk, what- 


ever might be my determination to do you juſ- 


tice. It was natural to expect that my refuſal 
would draw on me expreſſions, which, by the 


tyrannical rules of ſociety, I could not bear with 
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FR 
patience, and afterwards ew my face in the 
world, and my wife and family would have heen 
inyolyed in my diſgrace. I acknowledge that 
I could not bear that thought, and no way o 
curred ta me for preventing this, but the one ] 
took, and afterwards, to meet you, or corre- 
ſpond with you, in fight of a friend. You will, 
I dare fay, allow, that when I could charge you 
with the ſentiment expreſſed in my book, theſe 
were natural fears. But I woyld gladly hope, 
that you did not miſunderſtand me, when I ſaid 
that I would give you what the world calls the 
ſatisfaction of a gentleman, I can only give 
you my ſolemn aſſurance that I never would 
have added the guilt of hurting you to that of 
ſlandering you, and that I would have ſtood 
your paſſive mark. I beg you to think of 
my ſituation, with all the extenuating circum- 
ſtances that attend it. Even if I had had the 
courage to bear with opprobrious names, how 
could I remove the diſtreſs from the wife and 
children of a coward in the eye of the world ? 
I did not know you, Sir, and my ignorance was 
innocent, for you was much miſrepreſented. _ 
You will fee in the Edinburgh papers of this 
day a complete rectification of my miſtake, as 
far as it reſpects you, and the beſt excuſe for 
_ myſelf to the public that I could make. I had 
the fulleſt conviction of the truth of the injuri- 
ous paragraph, and I have ſtated the grounds 
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bf this convietidn?” The reQification' of my ar 
rot is more circumſtantial than you have recom- 
mended, but perfectly agreeable to the beſt in- 
formation I could obtain, and, I am happy to 
learn, perfectly agreeable to what you have per- 
mitted a friend to ſay in your name. This mi- 


nuteneſs was neceſſary, 1 thought, for my own 


' ſake, by ſhewing the probability of the peryers 


ſion of that unlucky converſation. 
I have written to a friend in London to in- 
ſert my recantation in the Sun, nearly in the 


terms you propoſe, and to ſend a note of it to 
the different reviews. I dont know them, nor 


their places of publication, but am convinced 
my friend will not omit any of note. 
Were it not that I muſt run immediately to 


Boghall, from thence into Renfrewſhire, and be 
here again before the 26th to begin my acade- 
mical labours, I ſhould moſt certainly have paid 


my reſpects to you at Airthrey, and begged 
leave to cultivate your A mm. or corre- 
ſpondence. | 

O my dear Sir, if you had gone ia the 
horrid maſs of corruption, which I have lately 
waded through, and ſeen the gradual progreſs, 
from the pure doctrines of Chriſtianity, to ſcep- 
ticiſm, ſocinianiſm, infidelity, naturaliſm, and 


atheiſm, in the courſe of the attacks on the king 
of Pruſſia's edi for conformity, I imagine you 
would think, that in this luxurious and diſſolute 
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ſtate of the world, an eſtabliſhment is neceſſary. 
= grant moſt readily, that. Chriſtianity was al- 
moſt ruined by Conſtantine's eſtabliſhment of a 
church, veſted with riches and power. But at 
preſent the teacher who would ſecure populari- 
ty, will flatter the prejudices of a luxurious and 
diſſolute vulgar, and religion will ſoon be. ex- 
ploded by ſyſte. 44 

Allow me to ſay ee you Win do 
more ſervice perhaps, and have as great proba- 
bility of ſucceſs, if you would try to win over 
the infidels among ourſelyes. Alſo one of theſe 
would, by his influence, be of more value than 
fifty Hindoos. Let me beſeech you not to give 
up this thought. There are yet remains of re- 
ligion among us, and I imagine there are ſtill 
more obſtacles in your way in India. The divi- 
ſions into caſts is next to unſurmountable; for a 
religion which aſſerts the equality of all in the 
ſight of God, will be called rebellion or ſedition. 
But I aſk your pardon. You have no doubt re- 
flected deeply on it. I can only pray, May Gd 
be with you, and give you comfort. I am, with 

ſincere wiſhes for your health and happineſs, 
Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 
1 8 (Signed) JohN RoBisoN. 

P. S. Vour favour of the york has not yet reach- 
ed me. | 


ROBERT Halba, Eſq Airthrey 
Stirling. 
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I am glad to deas kia is" better nad 
= you will ſoon be quite well. Wheti T-ſhall 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing you, and when we 
ſhall talk over the late diſagrecable ſubject, 
which has given me much uneafineſs, as it muſt 
have given you, I am confident only of one 
thing, that I have had no other hand in it; 
than ſtudiouſſy and determinately to repreſs 


the calumny from the firſt moment that I knew Z 
it exiſted, (DESI, Se ” 75 


Dr Robiſon's conduct, in tue ürlt iülkuder 


was raſh and —— — 
he has been incorrect and undecided. He 


ſhould, in one. ſentence, - have declared, that 


with reſpe to the paſſage in his book, he had 


been completely mifintormed; and that truth 
and juſtice 3% raed it to be 6bliterated, as it 


now was. 


You wiſh to know whit palled betwint him 


and me. Why, very little; for he was very 


unwell. The ſentence about wading in blood 
was given up. It was aſked if you had not 
ſaid, there was nothing you would not do to 
overturn eſtabliſhments. I anſwered, that 1 
heard no ſuch language. It was aſked, if. 


t! 


did not ſax; Now you have fliewn the cloven 
| foot, and would you bathe your feet in blood, 
to overturn eftabliſhments ? L made the ſame 
reply; adding „that I heard nothing faid. about 
blood at lh, heat was. fure that no ſuch thing 
could be ſaid, becaufe you was not wont to uſe 
any ſuch language. It was aſked, if there was 
any arguing againft eſtabliſhments? L anſwer: 
| ed, that the argument was general about the 
utility or inutility of eſtabliſhments, but no- 
thing about overturning them that I recollect- 
„ . N N 
The profeſſor grew ſo uneaſy and ſick, that 
he could ſit no longer. Indeed he was very 
unwell, and declared that he was willing to 
contradict what he had ſaid, 
He has done it, in my opinion, very impro- 
perly ; but as I underſtand he is to do his ut- 
moſt to wipe off all the influence it may have 
on thoſe who could moſt impede or thwart your 
views, I ſhould think that the leſs is id about 
it ſo much the better. I too. have been- often 
the victim of calumny, and have uniformly 
found compliance with the Pſalmiſt's;direRtion, 
the beſt way of furmounting it, Commit thy 
way to the Lord; truſt alſo in him, and he 
hall bring it to paſs : and he ſhall bring forth 
thy righteouſneſs as the light, and thy judg- 
ment as the noon day.” I have, however, no 
title to direct, nor do I mean to preſcribe, or 
F 
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even to inſinuate, that there ſhould be no re- 
prehenſion of what ſo juſtly deſerves it. In 
that you are the beſt judge; and all I can ſay 

is, that my own conſciouſneſs: acquits me of 

having ſaid or done any thing in this vile bu- 
ſineſs that I ſhould not have ſaid or done, or of 
having neglected any thing that became me to 
remove ſo e e an aſperſion. 


1 am, &c. &c. 


(Signed) Ian SOMERVILLE. 


Mr Somerville's Second Letter. 


My Dax SIR, Stirling, Oct. 24. 1997. 


I wrote you in my laſt, ſo far as I can recol- 
leR, what was the ſubſtance of the converſation | 
betwixt Profeſſor Robiſon and me. What he 
Publiſhed in his apology was, for the moſt part, 
new to me, and by no means the reſult of any 
converſation he ever had with me. What I 
ſtated in my laſt I am ready to ſtand to; but 
his account of the matter is by no means the 
account he got from me, get it from whom he 
would. e | 


1 am, my dear Sir,” 
affedionately your humble ſervant, 


JAMES SOMERVILLE. 


oil 43 ] 

Suppoſing Profeſſor Robiſon was in Edin- 
burgh, I tranſmitted my firſt letter to Profeſſor 
| Robiſon, dated, Sept. 21. to Mr Ewing, that he 
might take charge of delivering it. Upon re- 
ceiving the letter, Mr Ewing immediately went 
to the Profeſſor's houſe with this view; but af- 
ter what had happened, he thought it prudent. 
that a friend ſhould witneſs whatever converſa- 
tion might take place between them. Mr Ew- 
ing was informed, that the Profeſſor was at Bog- 

hall near Glaſgow ; he therefore incloſed my 
firſt letter in the following, which he ſent by 
poſt that ſame day. 


_ Copy of a Letter from My EwinG to Profeſſor 
Roz1s0N, dated, Roſe Court, Zaum 234 


Sept. 1797. 
SIR, 

| Accompanied by a friend, I this i called 
at your houſe in Buccleugh Place, with a view 
to deliver the incloſed letter from Mr Haldane 
of Airthrey, into your own hand. Upon learn- 
ing that you were now in the country, I took a 
note of your addreſs, that I might immediately 
tranſmit it to you by poſt. | I have juſt ſeen the 
book lately publiſhed by you, from which a pa- 
ragraph is extracted in the incloſed letter, and 
I find that paragraph followed by another, a 


part of which alſo, I ſhall take 2 men to 
tranſcribe, 
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© Chriſtianity to the natives. Let me beſeech 
him to recollect, that among us, Chriſtianity is 
ſtill conſidered as the goſpel of peace, and that 


« fion are avowed enemies of all religious efta- 


miſſion to India, it is ſuppoſed that I may be 


I muft therefore requeſt that you will inform 
me, whether it is ſo or not. I have to fate, 
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© I grieve that he (Dr Prieſtley) has left any 
* of his friends and abettors among us. A ve- 
ry eminent one ſaid in a company a few days 
© ago, that. © he would willingly wade to the 
Aen. blood, to overturn the eſtabliſnment 
© of the kirk of Scotland.” I underſtand that 
he propoſes to go to India, and there to preach 


8 8 
_—— 1 


it ſtrongly diſuades us from * our feet 
in blood. 
* I underſtand that more . of this mif- 


bliſhments, and indeed of all eſtabliſhments of 
: any kind. 4 | ; = 
As I am one of thoſe who 8 going in a : 8 


the perſon alluded to in the. firſt paragraph, or 
one of thoſe that are alluded to in the ſecond. 


further, that the Reverend David Bogue of Goſ- 
port, and the Reverend William Innes, one of 
the miniſters of Stirling, are aſſociated with Mr 
Haldane and myſelf, in our intended miſſion. 
As the firſt of thoſe gentlemen reſides at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance, and the ſecond js at preſent 
from home, I preſume neither of them has yet 1 
met with your publication; but as they have | 1 
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tho "Re concern that I have, in abtainiie an 


explanation of the forecited paragraphs, I con- 
ceive myſelf entitled, in their name, to demand 
it, and to aſk, whether you allude to either or 
to both of them. I ſhall expect an ene by 
return of poſt, and am, 


Sir, &c. &c. 
(signed) Grevitie EwnG, 


To Profeſſor RoB1$0N, Boghall, by Glaſgow, 
care of James Arthur, e Bunn' 8 1 
Glaſgow. 


* 


To be forwarded immediately, 


On a ſubject ſo intereſting to the perſons con- 
_ cerned, it will be allowed that the expectation 
of a ſpeedy anſwer was' reaſonable. When a 
whole week had elapſed without hearing from 
the Profeſſor, Mr Ewing began to ſuſpect wil- 
ful delay, and as he had kept a copy of his let- 


ter, he wrote another of the ſame, and incloſed 
it in the owing. 


Ce of. a Letter from Mr Ewing 70 Profeſſor 
 RonisoxN, dated, bye Court, 7, 24 Oct. 
1797. 


| SIR, 
Incloſed I ſend you a copy of a letter, which 
1 wrote "8 about eight days ago, including 


I have not yet got an anſwer. I have written 


A 46 1 
one from Mr Haldane of Kirehrey and to i. 


again, left by any accident, my firſt letter ſhould 

have miſcarried. This, however, is not very 
probable, as I got the direction from one of your 
own family, and put the letter into the poſt-of- 

fice with my own hand. If my letters are not 

acknowledged, I have only to ſay, that other 

methods ſhall be uſed to ee an explana- 

tion. | . | 42 


1 am, Sir Sec. 5 
(Signed) GreviLLE EwIXG. | 


To Profeſſor Ron150N, Boghall, by Glaſgow, care 
of James Arthur, een Bunn's Wynd, 
Saale. 


8 
$07 


Copy fs Benet from Profeſſor RokISON to. Mr 
 Ewins, dated, Huccleugh * Oct. 3. 1 79 7. 


gig, 
It muſt appear ſtrange to you that I have ſo 
long delayed anſwering your letter, and al- 
though it. will be ſomewhat tedious, I muſt trou- 
ble you with my reaſons, As IJ had no regular 
communication with the poſt town, it did not 
come to my hand till the 26th. I was in bed, 
where I had lain three days fatigued with acute 
pain. Your formal intimation, that you had 
come to my houſe accompanied by a friend, 


TS) 


ſtartled nie, and it immediately PTY me that 
I had miſrepreſented things, otherwiſe it was of 
no conſequence what my anſwer ſhould be. 1 

inſtantly got up, with the intention to trace my 
authorities to their ſource, and come at the 
truth, and then do the duty of an honeſt man. 
My diſorder makes me unable to travel on horſe. 
back, and I had no carriage, and was obliged to 
ſet out in a hay cart 12 miles. This knocked 
me up, and confined me to bed all next day. 
The day following I got to Stirling, where I 
hoped to get complete information, and a friend 
(after your prudent example) who ſhould wit- 
neſs what paſſed between Mr Haldane and my- 
ſelf. I was diſappointed, and learned that my 


friend was in Edinburgh, and alſo thoſe who 


could complete my ſearch after the truth. Be- 
ing alone, and a ſtranger there, I was obliged to 
come off, leaving a letter to Mr Haldane, in- 

forming him of my wiſhes to give him every ſa- 


tisfaction in my power. I came hither on Sa- 


turday afternoon, and learned that the perſons 
I wiſhed to meet with were out of town. Iwas un- 


able to follow them, being again obliged to go. 


to bed. Yeſterday, being recruited by a day's 
reſt, I renewed my inquiries; and though I have 
not yet gotten the particular information I ex- 
pect, I have learned enough to ſee that things 
bave been greatly miſrepreſented to me. My 
duty is therefore plain, and J have this moment 
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ſent an * to the papers of to-day; 


and. laſt night I ſent Mr Haldane intimation of 


what I had done, and mean to do. 
Thus, Sir, I have been as much . 


with Mr Haldane's queſtion as 1 could be, and 


the condition of my health is ſuch that I wan 
could not do more. 

With reſpect to your avon Sir, I can outs 
fn on my word, which is all that can be gi- 
ven, that when I wrote the paſlage, © I under- 
ſtand that other apoſtles of this miſſion are 


. avowed enemies of all religious eſtabliſhments,” 


I had no individual in my thoughts. I have 
been trying to recollect whether I could con- 
nect any remarkable expreſſion that I have 

heard, with any of the names which have been 
repeated to me. But I cannot with any di- 


ſtinctneſs. Indeed the names were all {ſtrange 
to me, and indifferent; ſo that I paid little or 


no attention to them, and did not recollect to 
have heard Mr Innes's name mentioned. The 
truth is, that I firſt heard of the above impu- 
tation when in London in December laft. I 


happened to aſſociate with ſome gentlemen in 


the Eaſt India trade, and ſome clergymen, and 
one or two more, who intereſted themſelves in 
theſe things. Nothing was more uniform than 


the accounts I got of the dycourſes, and con- 


verſation of the miſſionaries to India. Strong 
diſlike of national faiths, national worthips, na- 


1 


[49] 
5851 churches, and particularly national eſta- 


pliſnments, with emoluments and nfluence an- 


nexed to them; and ſtrong aſſertions, that all 
the corruptions of Chriſtianity, both doctrinal 
and practical, had ariſen from the eftabliſhment 
of Chriſtianity by Conſtantine, as the religion 
of the empire. (I have this moment, ten 
o'clock, the unwelcome account that my ad- 
vertiſement is too late for to-day's paper, up- 
wards of 200 being printed, and the-preſs can- 
not be ſtopped ; a preparatory note however is 
inſerted.) This flutters me greatly, for I am 


not at ali well; but, to go on: On theſe oc- 


caſions, I have heard Mr Bogue's name men- 
tioned, and I ſuppoſe yours, but I thought it 
was Greville. I heard a Mr Tookes, a Mr Nel- 
thorp, a Mr Taylor, and others; and I heard 
of theſe gentlemen alſo, that they ſupported 
the peculiar views which Dr Prieſtley has laſt 


given of Chriſtianity, I heard the ſame things 


in ſome country families in Berkſhire, and 
much more at Birmingham. In 'ſhort, it was 
on theſe accounts that L had formed my general 
notion of the affociation. When I returned to 
Edinburgh, I frequently ſpoke: of what I had 
heard, and learned, to my ſurpriſe, that pains 


were taken to ſpread the ſame opinions here. 


You mult obſerve that all this was brought to 

me, for I was unable to go abroad, and all I 

could do was to go in a chair every day to 
G | 
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| es, and I dont imagine that I was twenty 
times on the ſtreet for more than ten months, 
And my information. was therefore very de- 
ſultory and incomplete. It is not three months 
ſince I imagined that the converſation was in 
England, of which I have unfortunately miſ. 
repreſented a part. But it was ſo often re- 
peated to me by perſons of judgment and 
worth, and alſo communicated with ſo much 
ſeriouſneſs, that I was fully convineed of its 
truth. And with reſpe& to the general and 
ſtrong diſapprovation of all religious eftabliſh- 
ments, I never heard it contradicted, and the 
more I enquire, the more I hear of it, to this 
hour. This made me wonder, when you na- 
med Mr Innes, a member of our eſtabliſhed 
church, although I know othefs of the lame | 
opinion in a more moderate degree. 

When ſpeaking of theſe matters, I doubt not 
that I have frequently expreſſed my belief, that 
this was the opinion of the members of your 
aſſociation; and this, you will obſerve, is all 1 
have ſaid in my book, I, underſtand,” &c. 
And in thus expreſſing it, I never conceived 
that I was faying any thing unacceptable to 

the parties concerned, becauſe I undetſtood 
that ſuch were their avowed ſentiments. But 
J muſt repeat it, When I wrote that ſentence, I 
had no individual in my thoughts, and ſpoke of ** 
body of men. 
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+ have treſpaſſed much on your patienec but 
I wiſhed to tell you the ſtate of my mind. 


: What uſe you may have for this information I 


can only gueſs at. It may be troubleſome, and 
even diſtreſſing to me; for a man continually 


racked with pain is eaſily diſturbed. I muſt 


bear it as well as I can, comforting myſelf with 
the reflection, that I meant no hurt to any per- 
ſon, and was warning my countrymen againſt 


what I thought hazardous to their peace and hap- 
pineſs. Providence has been pleaſed to diſable 


me from giving any more effectual aid to my 
neighbours. May you, Sir, never know my 
trying ſituation, but long enjoy the precious 


gift of health. And, if you are to employ it in 


enlightening a darkened and corrupted world, 
with the pure light of the goſpel of peace and 
love, may you have much comfort in the ſuc- 
ceſs of your labours. But, O Sir, do you not 
think, that you may find many here to give 


you full employment, and that the converſion 
of ſome of them would have a more effectual 


influence on the happineſs of mankind, than 


thoſe at ſo great a diſtance? But you have ta- 


ken your ground, and may God bleſs yup ho- 
neſt endeavours, 


85 am, Sir, | 
Your wellwiſher in all truth, 
(Signed) Jon Ropis0vw. 
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I confeſs I was very much ſurpriſed at your 
delay in anſwering my letter, which to me, at 
leaſt, was ſo intereſting. As I was ignorant of 
the cauſe, and alſo of your intention of coming ſo 
early to town, I on Monday laſt, tranſmitted you 


another copy of it, leſt by any accident, the for- 5 
mer ſhould have miſcarried-. I am now con- 


vinced that you loſt no time in endeavouring to 
give me the ſatisfaction I required, and am real. 
ly ſorry, that, in your ill ſtate of health, you 
ſhould have made it neceſſary oe me to 70 
yu ſo much trouble. 

Your letter of the third WR which I re- 
: | We: yeſterday, has excited in me a variety of 
emotions. I can ſay with truth, that the ac- 
count you give of your diſtreſs makes me ten- 
derly ſympathiſe with you. I can ſay, further, 
that I regret you ſhould have brought yourſelf 
into ſo very aukward a ſituation as that in which 


Kerns ahh aka of ee your es. ee 
attended the natural philoſophy claſs when Pro- 
feſſor Stuart taught for you,) yet I have occa- 
fionally heard you lecture, much to my ſatisfac- 
tion, and inſtruction too, and I have always en- 
tertained for you that affectionate reſpect, which 
a ſtudent naturally conceives for the well eſta- 
bliſhed, and 8 e nenen * a We 
o 
As you ſeem wo ache thee: the- firſt 
of the paragraphs which I quoted from your 
© book alluded entirely to Mr Haldane, and are 
ſenſible, and willing to declare, that the aſſer- 
tion contained in it is altogether unfounded, I 
ſhall ſay nothing more on that part of the ſub- 
ject of our correſpondence. With reſpect to 
what you call my queſtion, I feel myſelf bound 
to make a few remarks, though I really do it 
with reluctance, and would certainly not run 
the ritk of adding to your pain, were I not con- 
ſtrained by what I reckon duty to myſelf, mp 
friends, and the cauſe in which I am engaged. 
Surely, Sir, you will allow, then, that you did 
wrong in publiſhing ſo ſerious a charge againſt 
any man, or body of men, upon information, 
which you yourſelf call “. very deſultory and 
Incomplete.” You have nothing to refer to, 
but converſations which took place, you ſay not 
with whom, Dor n and which had been re- 
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= were all 2 — by no means 


phe to ww been ct ata *You 1 7 
heard of a Mr/Fookes, 4 Mr Nelthorp, a Mr 
Taylor, and others, (none of whom i ever heard. 
world that you underfland that fonnd dora the 
ſentiments of more apoſtles”: of the miſſion to 

India. It was ſtrange you tha! {0 | 
mould do it in a —— Wn nnn with 


a hich you hang you LC 


grant) will it guſtify-what you have ſaid in your 
book? Recollect, Sir, your bock is called . Proofs 
of a conſpiracy.” Nou have alluded to us in 
the lame page, where mention 18 made of a S0. 
a very eminent friend and abettor of his, and a 
man profeſſedly willing to wade in blood, and 
then the reſt of us are called* avowed: 


3 Pha res eee nt 
n firnply — r al emed - 
on evi tion (opinions N 


not obvious, that the 3 — e wal 
ſage is to reprefent us as a branch of the grand 
conſpiraey, or at leaſt as à ſet of deſigning and 
plood-thirſty villains who llave eombined, and 
are e actually endeavouring, by deceit, or by vio- 

jence, or by both, to carry into effe ſome clad. 
deſtine project, by which we ſhalt force our o- 
pinions upon thankind ? Sir, were I capable of 
acting a part in ſuch an aſſociation, (I pronounce 
my own ſentence), the ſooner 1 were hanged ſo 
much the better. Were any of my friends ca. 
pable of it, they never ſhould: be called friends 
by me. You ſeem ſurpriſed to hear, that one 
of us is a miniſter of the eſtabliſned church. 1 
muſt ſurpriſe you ſtill more by the Pi mas ile 
that I alſo am a miniſter. of the ſame church 
any propriety, in confequence of any opinions 1 

hold, in my leaving my preſent ſituatio. 
It is really painful for me to continue my 
ſtrictures, and yet my beavieſt changes againſt 
vou remains to be brought Sir, you 
have not anſwered my nden an. 1 am 
willing to believe that this has been owing 
to forgetfulneſs ; but I deem it m duty to r 
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— F 


; that 1 may wat, oe 
iven me, dunn 
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wWillingly mw ſs to you, or to any human 
55 being. If I could alle viate your pain, or do an 
thing to comfort you in your heavy 
Cod is my witneſs, I would cheerfully do it. 
1 Chriſtianity; Sir; forbids me to do any thing in 
| 5 revenge, or ſo. much as to harbour an unkind 
| thought againſt even my enemies, amongſt 
| whom 1 do by no means inſinuate that you 
ſhould be numbered. Had it not been that I 
am in a public ſituation, and that both my 
ulneſs as a miniſter of the goſpel, and my ſcheme 
as an intended miſſionary, might have 
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| think 1 ſhould have alen dur tis of i 1. 


The purity of yc 


e will not diſp 1 2 ſay⸗ 5 


yu! have n, mn ou 


rities a ee, 8 accurat 
ceeded to publiſh; and that 1 
not eſtabliſh, (as I am perſua 


you ſhould wipe off, the foul af —— bare 
caſt upon us. I think this ſhould be done derbe | 


public and explicit manner; and I | 
own ſenſe of juſtice will lead vob do o. 


am diſpoſed, therefore, to leave the 3 


way of doing it entirely to yourſelf; and 
leſs you wiſh it, or make it necef wy, I ſha 
== you with further corre | 
I ought not to omit ſaying, hut I — in 
9 ad part, your expoſtulation upon my inten- 
tion of going to India. That intention is not 


cheriſhed for want of employment at home, nor | + 5 


for want of love to _ pri. ear ns but from 
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this country, and will continue, © truſt, to be 
preached in it by thouſas 


| pecially i in a field ſo woe | as” . r A 
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flee to this Sav 
don of ſin, and peace with God, think how for- 


ſtanding, about my a 


2 


_tith' government. WT m much obliged by tuns 
) wr open all my: honeſt endea- 


volom. FS Oy 


will, to health, and uſefulneſs in che world; or 


lations which are known to us only by means 


roſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. O think 


had never heard of a Saviour, and knew no- 


thing at all of a bleſſed immortality ! While you 
| as your only hope, for par- 


lorn muſt be the ſtate of a ſick or a dying hea. 
then, and then, I truſt, your opinion of miſſion- 
ary undertakings will not be ſo unfavourable ag 
it fene to be at preſent. e - Forks ? N E24% 1 
N am, Sir, and ever ſhall een FRAND TT, 
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Upon the above correſpondence'it is neceſſury 
to remark, there muſt have been ſome miſunder- 
ng of the mann 


* 


Which . | 


made. It is ſaid in Tear Rodin deaf 


a friend to ſay i in your names“, Thin , hon- 
ever far from being the caſe. I pe 


collect my converſation with that. trend z in 


-which: ant. on IL by no crime) ofthe 


injucious: nature. of eliabliſhme nts of 
and that, as I always {poke openly allt 
on theſe ſubjects, I was exceedingly liable to 
miſrepreſentation; In the middle oß the conver- 
ſation, we received the newſpaper containing 
the apology, with which I expreſſed myſelf much 
diſſatisfied; and, from various things that it eon- 
tained; and the whole manner; of it, ſaid, it Was 
impoſſible that this could be the f final correction. 
My friend ſaid, he ſuppoſed it Was. 1 neither 
charge him, however, nor the Profeſſor, with in- 
tentional miſtatement of. that convexſation; a 
ſmall alteration of words might eaſily lead to 


the miſtake, eſpecially as I believe they did not 


directly communicate with each other.. 
I muſt alſo remark, that the (en pro- 
miſed in the Profeſſor's letter of Oct. 2. never 
appeared. To his laſt letter I made no reply, 
as I was diſſatisfied with the explanation he 
gave in the newſpapers, but did not ſee how 
it could de n This made me ! 
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[preſent the above buſineſs,/ 

-the foregoing letters to peak möre va 
tiouſly, when they are not fully in formed of all 
the cireumſtances of any caſe, where their nei ; 


my-endeavours to get out to Ben 
the mean while, was buſied i in — eltate, 


os and u Besten — contin 

ed objects calculated to excite - and to DONG 
the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life.“ 
Inſtead of being engaged in ſuch poor matters, 
my time is now more at my command, 
find my power of applying property uſe: 

very conſiderably increaſed, I can truly ay 


gaſpel's fake chat and what Leſteeme 


4 diſadvantage; a8: ruly aſtoniſhing: 
gal — anck at othet 


of my heart. I pray God that none of theſt 
things may ever move me, or be laid to the 
charge of thoſe who defame me. They ſerve 
daily as a freſh confirmation of the truth of the 
Sctiptures, reſpecting the ſtate of the world, and 

alſo of our Lord's predictions und they are well 
calculated to operate as ſalutary checks, ad a 


| _ calls to much ſearching of heart, and humilis 


tion before God, who is greatet than our hearts; 
who, knowing all things, knows: How! mach we 
ſtand in need of ſuch admonitions. aght 
In the year 1707, and afterwards in £248, We 

of thoſe plans reſpecting religion began to ber. 
ſued, which have cauſed ſo much converſation, 
and have been ſo much miſrepreſented. It has 
been ſaid, they were the effects of a deep laid 
deſign, in which every circumſtande was pre. 
viouſly arranged. Nothing can be more falſe; 
for, on the comrary, like moſt things in human 
affairs, they aroſe one out of another; fequent- 
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, . ads — Scotland, ung 8 Profeſſor 
Robiſon expreſſes it, and e to vis over 
the infidels among ourſelves,” many people be- 

gan to object to Chriſtians ending their zeal 
abroad, and doing:nothu 
home, while, in ſeveral places, there Was a con- 
feſſed deficiency of the means of grace. Chri- 
ſtians felt the force of this objection, fromi what - 
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g more than uſual at : 


eyer motive it was urged, and began to ſhew 
an unuſual concern for the beſt intereſts of their 
countrymen, as well as for others. The firſt 
effort this occaſioned, was ſetting up a number 


of Sunday Schools, which poor ignorant chil- 
dren were invited to attend, who had formerly 


been employed on the Lord's day, running in 
the ſtreets, doing miſchief. The perſons who 
undertook to teach them, did it gratis. | Theſe 

ſchools were formed upon the model of a few 


that had been before eſtabliſhed in Edinburg h 


and elſewhere, in which the teachers were paid 


for their ſervices. Many of ther moſt reſpecta- 
ble of the clergy « occaſi 


Tar 


they have ao allied in war 7 


ths * 


good effects of theſe ſchools have er in 
"WI thſtanding the ma 5 
licious cry of ſedition raiſed againſt them, and 


induftriouſly propagated, although they are al- 
ways conducted in the moſt publie manner, f 


5 ow 


many inſtances; and, ne 


every one who pleaſes having acceſs to them, 1 
have not heard of one ſingle expreſſion, bo 


vidual teacher of the wei, that are Wege aer 
ed. . 
: "Whoever is e high as our of the 


large towns in Scotland, and of the villages in 
their neighbourhood, muſt know, that there 
are great numbers of people who never go to 


any place of worſhip, and many families in 
which there is not a Bible to be found. Theſe, 


of courſe, are completely ignorant of their du- 


ty to God, and of their conſequent oblignrivae 


to man, and ready to neglect both. ''' Of how 


great advantage muſt a Sunday ſchool be to 
ſuch people, who may frequently attend at firſt, 


perhaps from no higher motive than curioſit) ? 


How much may they be 'benefited by hearing 
the catechiſm taught, and the Scriptures re- 
peated, with a ſhort, but plain and ſerious ex- 
hortation from the teacher, if he is capable of 
it, together with the ſinging of Plalms, aud 
Prayer at e and diſmiſſing. t 97 % 


ing upon diſloyalty, being fixed upon, or, as far 
as I know, being laid to the charge of any indi- 
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At the firſt — an addreſs and certain 


rules were propoſed and unanimoufly agreed 
to, and afterwards publiſhed, in which the in- 
tentions of the Society are diſtinctly defined, 
and with theſe their proceedings have to this 
day been ſtrictly in uniſon. They, ſome time 


afterwards, and before the meeting of the laſt 
General Aſſembly, publiſhed a full ſtatement, 


containing an account of their riſe and progreſs. 

Their addreſs, the rules they preſcribe to thoſe 
they ſend out, letters of inſtruction to their 
preachers and catechiſts, and part of the con- 
cluding remarks, as they may not have been 


army Ae are inſerted in the Appendix! _ 


Whoever wiſhes to have more information 
concerning this Society, may find it in the 
_ pamphlet itſelf, entitled, Accbunt of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Spttery for Propagating the Goſpel 
at Home, from their Commencement; Dec. 28. 
1799, 0 May 76. 1799, where à particular ac- 
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-particularly enquired into, and they 10 


ledge. No charge of, immorality has 
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ways been taken. Their che 


a very ſtrict examination as to religious Know- 0 


been brought againſt any of them, nor bas 
the Society had cauſe to diſmiſs one of th 
from their ſervice. This, I know, they 1 re- 
gard, rather as a token of the goodneſs of 
God, than as a proof of . their own diſ :ern- 
ment. The charge of plots and treaſon, in 


| men of the, chang a theſe extachilta,; is too 


—_ 
: 1 
5 n 


| duct, their quiet Hh cheerful ſubmiſſion to.the : 


laws of their country, which form the beſt 
and moſt unexceptionable proof. of loyalty in 
their ſituation of life, are ſtrictly enquired, 4: 


Indeed of politics, I believe, they know not 
further than the Scripture. doctrine of ſubs 


ſion to government for conſcience-ſake.,. There 5 


is every reaſon to believe, that good has bee 


done by the faithful labours of theſe men. It 
alſo, equally, remains an undiſputed fact at this 
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0 .— is of a — nature, and my oy 


ne ſtrangers, en ngle es brennen 4 


Kere Raman Catholies?: Be 
was ſent thither at the particular defire of ſome 


aA 8 peop 


of the proprietors, by whom He at, 'Ol 
and encouraged in his labours. Won 
The Society alſo, like others e Gi 


that purpoſe, diſtributes a number of ſmall 


tracts, with which no one, as far as 1 know, 


has ever pretended to find fault. Among ſe- 


veral others of this kind, they have printed, 


Aſſembly's Catechiſm in Gaelic. The 80- 


ciety has like wiſe oecafionally paid the tra- 


velling expences of miniſters of approved cha- 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
wiſhed to Tiberdte in their eee nene £16 


racters, as faithful ſervants 


hood. eee 


I have oben ulm hs. more „ Eohfdeuer of 
what concerns this Society, as I have been pre- 
ſent at moſt of its meetings from it s firſt forma - 
tion; and, although not the firſt projector of it, 
nor do JI know if it originated with any indivi- 
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conducted, chiefly by the moſt reipec 
bliſhed miniſters; and, large as their 1 
hey acknowledge them quite unequal to ſup- 
ply all deficiencies, eſpecially. in parts of the 
country where pariſhes are often ſorty miles in 
length, or where they perhaps include a conſi - 


ret on all ———— — very 
purpoſe, the Society for Propagating; Chriſtiar 
Knowledge in, the Highlands and Idands of 
arter, This een | 


Scotland, received its ch 


ber of e and widely al 
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WS ſhall 3 * * 3 e a 
moſt glaring . falſehood, . inſerted, lately in the 
Anti-Jacobin Magazine, againitthe Society, with 


the evident intention of , miſleading and preju- 


dicing the public mind. In that publication. 
it was confidently afferted, that the Clerical 


Review was employed as an engine of the So- 


ciety for Propagating the Goſpel at Home, to 
ſap the foundation of the Church of Scotland. 


When the Clerical Review made its ares 


reports, and the credulit — ly of thoſe. 
yarn the e dupe of them. abt ery any $3457 
The * b ching that took — — 
plans which ſeem to have cauſed alarm, was the 
employment of the Circus as a place of worſhip, 
after it had been left by the Relief congregation, 
who firſt uſed it as ſuch. A few perſons, WhO 
wiſhed to ſee the intereſts of religion more ex- 
tended in Edinburgh, converſed together about 
forming a Tabernacle there; a thought ſuggeſte 
by a miniſter from England, when on a viſit to 
this place, not upon my invitation, but employed 
in ä in the nnen ure . ne 


+; 5 
7 


* Iti is a miſtake to ſuppoſe chat this aan 4 *. 
Society for Propagating the Goſpel at Home, are the ſame. 
As a Society, the one has no connection with the other, al- 
though many individuals are,members of both, any more than 
the latter has with the Edinburgh Miſſionary Society, of which 
many of its members are alſo a part. The fact is, that in Edin- | 
burgh, moſt of the religious or benevolent Societies: though 
unconnected, are compoſed of nearly the ſame people. This 
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eee the Britiſh conſtitution, and whi 
his late Majeſty” 


Through the e ht projeliie zun; WY W 


eclared, notwithſtanding che 
miſrepreſentations and ſolicitations of the cler- 


Ev. ſhould never be impaired; they eontinued 


unmoleſted. All fears on account of them hav: 


long ago ſubſided ; the eſtabliſhed ehurch ſtill 

remains where it was; and now people may 
build a tabernacle in every corner of London, 
if ſo diſpoſed, without moleſtation: Indeed, it is 
7 ſaid, they have had a contrary effect from what 


Is the caſe all over Scotland and. in every country.” And this 
often gives the appearance of aſſociation in purſuing ſimilar 


defigns, when none in fact exiſts but the common bond of 


Chriſtianity. ee 


en * were — ane fifty years 490 
very great oppoſition was made, and great a- 
larm excited on account of them. The cry was, 
as of old, that the ohurch was in danger; and 
that if the tabernacles did not overturn it alto- 
-gether, they 3 wo ogy n n 1d 8 of 
2 from it. 5 ih 
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brought to attend 
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n 5 * 
— — wea ; uent 

of miniſters, (they — conan een 
at length went to ſome ſtated mi iſtry of ſuch 


as they preferred. Thus, thoſk tabernacles, it is 
ſaid, (although I have not-ſufficient information 


to ſay whether it be ſo or not), have eventu- 
ally aſſiſted in filling the churches. 
Thoſe of us who met to conſult at 15 
buſineſs, were uncertain how ſuch a plan might 
anſwer in Edinburgh... We therefore, invited 
from England only three miniſters at firſt. Th 
Circus, as being a large and commodious place, 
was engaged for a few months; and Mr Row- 
land Hill, ſo well, and ſo long known in Eng- 
land as a ſucceſsful and able preacher of the 
goſpel, opened the place. The multitudes that 


heard him, and the ſpirit of attention that ſeem- 


ed to be excited, encouraged us to go on. Af 


ter ſome time, a church was formed, of which | 15 
at firſt we had no intention. The goſpel con- 


tinues to be preached: in the Circus to this day 
in an earneſt and faithful manner; and I am 


ſure, there is no church where pesceable and 


contented ſubmiſſion to the ruling powers 1 
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the eulen of its members, in ent of ar 
other jurifdiction; a form * — and at. 
ed upon in Enylind.>- A ſtrict difeipline alſo is | 
maintained *. The characters of all perſons/ad- . 
mitted/as'church-members are particularly exas 
mined, and great numbers have been rejected: 
either from ignorance of the goſpel, or from not 
appearing to maintain a becoming walk and 
converſation. Difſloyalty, as being one of theſe 
things which are conttaty to the expreſs pte. 
_— «ty eee wc woche * Chiſtiam: 
> ; 63% 1 of i byte; Tyr 18 e 
Were it not that, an. Pans :ommon raiſed againſt 
every thing that appears new, ſurely leſs pot is to be ap- 
prehended i in a political light, admitting there were cauſe for 
any, from unconne&ed congregational cliftches, than from 
thoſe called Epiſcopalian or Preſbyteriatr. In the ne of theſe | 
a few individuals exerciſe the whole authority; in the other 
| 1 1s veſted in ſeſſions, which generally are ſmall fecret_meet- 
ings, ſynods and preſbyteries, Souter and leſfer affiliated, and 
correſponding ſocieties, er 38915 e YT, called. # 
General Aﬀembly. | bes 


the faith e eber d 
ty, or allowed and continued 5 
he is put away; and — and 
ble e of — en ener ee we 


: Ji rejoice in this a ite d — advantages, 
I think, have attended it. At the Circus, the | 
ſeats are free to all; the miniſters, at preſent, 

who officiate, either ſtatedly, or occaſionally as 
thoſe from England in ſummer, receive no pay 
for their labours, and all forts of people are wel- 
come, without either expence or inconvenience. 
By this means, many in Edinburgh I believe have 
attended the worſhip of God, who, although they 
could afford it, would not have been at the trouble 

to procure a ſeat in any church, where they are 
let. I have heard of ſeveral ſuch people, co- 

ming firſt from curioſity, or becauſe they got a 
place without difficulty or expence, who, after- 
wards, have become ſenſible of the value of the _ 
preaching of the goſpel. - have heard of others, 
Who had been violent in their political ſenti- 
ments, and abuſive againſt the goyernment, 
K 
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turn — attention + Saw mens faults to 
the ere Lhave un- 


derſtood that ale-houſes had been emptied 
ſnut up, which uſed to be Gallen e Lord's aan. 
by the frequenters of them going to the Circus. 
There are beſides many ſerious people who at- 
tend regularly, from deliberate preference of it 
to other places. For my part, T have no des 


that the inhabitants of Edinburgh can become 


leſs. moral, leſs religious. or loyal, becauſe an 
additional large place of worſhip is opened, 
where the ſtricteſt doctrines of faith and hoh- 
neſs are uniformly taught. On the-contrary, 1 
am perſuaded they muſt, upon the whole, be 

leſs licentious and profane. In the evenings 


alſo, a large place is thus open, when moſt other 
_ Churches are ſhut, and. many ſtragglers oecaſion- 


ally drop in. Should my aſſertions reſpecting 
the doctrines preached, and the peaceable and 


loyal conduct uniformly inculcated, not be be- 


lieved, our doors and ſeats being open to all, 
people who doubt, may come and judge for 
themſelves. Upon the other hand, I am often 
grie ved when I think of the difficulty of procu- 
ring ſeats, almoſt to the total excluſion of the 


5 poor, in many churches of dinburę * 
ſo many of theſe, eſpecially when — 
legiate charges, are ſhut up in the evenings, 
when they might be occupied, and the ſeats 
free. I am ſure I ſhall be happy, as I often 
declare, to ſee the Circus thinned in th | 
_ ings, by more places of worth 

If good be done, and finners ee . ee 

Chriſt, I care not where it m be 

Alter all that may be ſaid; for or againſt ah 

infliction of the Circus, Jam convinced, that 

in an age of ſo much indifference to the con- 
cerns of eternity, and ſo much practical infide- 
lity among all claſſes, there ought to be ſuch 
places free and open, in every large town, 
where people may be invited to go; without the 
leaſt obſtruction or trouble. At any rate, there 
ought to be a large open ſpace in every church 
for ſtrangers, as there is in the London taber- 
nacles, and the practice of taking money at the 
door for ſeats, a practice, I believe, peculiar to 


Scotland, ought to be aboliſned. The poor 


people, I am informed, are not even allowed to 
ſtand in the open ſpaces of ſome of the well at- 
tended churches, without paying for it. This 
ought not to be ſo. I do not mention theſe 
things to find fault, but that they may be cor- 
rected, and to ſhew the neceſſity there was for 
the inſtitution of the Circus. 

After writing the __ a pp lately 
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to ſpeak; even _— pain, an * 
. imm ee 


85 20 dend eo ſound ere to * : 
morals, and true religion. Even the General 


Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland have in- 
dulged themſelves to ſpeak unwarrantably upon 
that ſubject. But when I conſider how the 

matter truly ſtands, at lemſt in the City of Edin- 


Burgh, I obſerve, that the whole conduct of the 
Magiſtrates and 


Town Council, has gradually, 
but unavoidably, rendered it impoffible but that 
poorer people ſhall remain ignorant and im- 


moral: for, notwithſtanding the increaſe of the 


'nutabers' of the inhabitants, the number of re- 


-ligious teachers upon the eſtabliſhment conti- 


nues ſtill the ſame. Befides, though from the 
general elegance of modern manners, it has be- 
come — that 8 Chritians mould 


eee as they did-in former times, one or two 
7 ge eee it ig eee neee. 0 
ſufficient mark of reſpect to religion, if a family 
mall rent a ſeat, hugs: _ HR never oo 


they e — Amed, that | 
though the churches: are almoſt. deſolate. the 
mne he acco 
| ed, nented, the ſeat rents = 
are become an object of -Gity: finance, by which 
means their price is raifed beyond the reach of 
the poor, and they are now ſo elegant, that it 
would be thought diſgraceful to ſee them occu- 
pied by any perſon with a bad coat upon his 
back; ſo that, upon the whole, the Magiſtrates 
could not have deviſed any method more effec- 
tually to exclude the poor from public worſhip 
and inſtruction; and it is no wonder that, ar the 
_clergy ſeldom fee any M the inferior ranks among 
Their hearers, they ſnould adapt their ſermons to 
their audience, and forget that they are by any 
ties connected withſthe vulgar. What title then 
have the rich, who rent the ſeats they never occu- 
Py, and thereby exclude the poor from public 
worſhip- what right have the magiſtrates, who, 
by impoſing heavy rents, yet more effectually 


* * 
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| How: can eee 3 complan.of + chem as giddy and 


new teachers ?: Hear _ Trill en the 


theſe teachers, nor of the attrafic | 
popular eloquence, that they fallow them with | 


hypoenti 


reaſon of this app  unþt cd levity.” It is 
not ſo much on account af the principles of 
tions of their 


ſuch avidity: but they find themſelves exclu- 


| ded; they are neglected; they are in this re- 
foot i in fact deſpiſed, and human nature revolts 
at the uſage. Is it wonderful, then, that they 


ſhould go where they find the doors af the 


churches laid open to them, where the mini- 
ſters treat them with attention, and with kind- 
neſs, and where they expreſs and manifeſt a 


ſincere concern for their intereſt and happineſs? 
Will any man of diſcernment» ſay, that it can 
be difficult, in ſuch circumſtances, for teachers, 
though poſſeſſed of no higher powers than warm 


hearts, animated with enthuſiaſm, to gather to- 


gether the ſcattered, the en the e periſh. 


ing people? i 
11 nouldidvoulnhe minis Ai aasee 


if they were compelled by any neceſſity to bear 
ſo hard upon the inferior orders of the people, 


who conſtitute eight tenths at leaſt of the inha- 
bitants of Edinburgh; but they cannot ſay that 


narrow and e T have ſeen by nad 
— Smith's ſtatement, that the funds bell 
the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment in this city, a- 
mount to the great ſum of — 
and there is not more than one half of it at pre- 
ſent applied to the appropriate purpoſe to which 
it was originally deſtined: Now, it is ſurely 
highly improper; to alienate” the remainder to 
any different purpoſes ; ' and the Magiſtrates, 
who are only truſtees, cannot, upon any ſound 
principles, excuſe the ag 097 b e 
than from inadverten . 

_ 4 It would have been breatiy to the hahour of 
if in this reſpe& they had manifeſted a 
well timed and honeſt compaſſion for the poor. 
I do not altogether admire Mr Haldane's Pro- 
paganda fide ſchemes, but I am decidedly of 
opinion, that a greater benefit could not be done 
to this city, than to try to make all ranks a- 
mong them good Chriſtians. The higher ranks 
are already cared for, being under a tuition juſt 
ſuited to them; and I think it but right, that 
the lower ranks ſhould alſo be attended to. Now, 
TI apprehend that the eccleſiaſtical funds are ſuf-' 5 
ficient to double the number of churches upon the 
eftabliſhment in Edinburgh and this ought to be 


done without delay. I do not mean that they - 


20 ſhould be erected at the expence of L. 40,000 
each, according to the elegant plan of the late 


T the verieſt wretch that lives, and not diſ⸗- 


UE Ae ee ct they thou 
per central ſituations "we * zder 


| plain, clean, and dem I would propoſe; 
that no ſeat Thould be ler above 0 one „ thigh and 
that with this expreſs proviſion 


ion, that if it hall 5 
not be oecupied thy * ume che firſt pſalms 
ſhall be concluded, the door of it mall be laid 7 
open to the firſt perſon who choof 
who ſhall not be diſturbed for that day in his 
poſſefſion. And as the Magiſtrates have been 
at due pains'to provide the other churches with 
paſtors ſo completely ſuited to t the taſle of the 
higher ranks, they ſhould not now grudge . 
tle trouble to find Clergymen for the propoſed 5 
eſtabliſhment, ſuited to their duties; men f 
plain, ftrong ſenſe, of pure principles and ſound 
morals, endowed with benevolent” affections 
and, if you pleaſe, a little enthuflaftically urtoch. 
ed to the Chriſtian religion © Men ſincerely de- 
ſirous to teach on enforce its doctrines its pre- 
cepts, and its hopes; who ſhall be more deſirous 
to do good win to ſhine : Men who ſhall not 
be diſguſted at the idea; nor refuſe, when oceat 
ion requires, with compaſſionate and benevo- 
lent hearts, to enter even into the pooreſt and | 
dirtieſt houſe in Edinburgh; where they might 
find opportunity to inſtruct, to aſſiſt, and com- 


dain to call him brother ; ; and, 3 — 


ſes to fit inf it. 
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importance; * ſo that 1 apprehend it is impoſſi 


ble, that any bonfi deratit | 
ence | the Magiſtrates to, | clay or 1 hs 


are peremptory, and the o eds. are of 66898 
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Wen Vir Hill, abe been e oa 
ing of the Circus, returned to En 0 1. accbm- 
panied him; and it was 
and revolving t the adyantages\ phich I eee 
8 Edinburgh mighte derivefrom the tabernacle, that 


yk it oceurred to me, that ſuch houſes, nearly of the 


| fame kind, although a rotation of miniſters could | 


not ſo well be kept/up in them, might be chual- 
'Y uſeful at Glaſgow and Dundee. Eſuppoſed; 


whole, the funds are e . Fo AR 


bn ſhould, "Evers! 115 
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N 8. Ewing and Innes, . who . 


_ 7 eee flef 
were to have accompanied-me to Bengal, would 
= de well calculated for the other places; and 
7 that an. interchange. might now and then be 
made with the houfes of the ſame kind, which 
uad been erected at Perth and in Caithneſs; 
and that any others which afterwards ſhould ds 
erected upon ſimilar plans, through e 3 og 
try, if they conſormed ta the e ſtrict ar . 
ſcriptural diſcipline, might. be united, as. far as 
| congregational principles admit. Imerely hint- 8 
ed theſe things ta two gentlemen in England, 
neither of whom ſeemed ta approve my views. | 
I therefore ſaid no more about them while in 
the South, nor was aux one e e u int- Ry 
| en, it 6s 1 roi 45 7 
When 1 came ito. Scotland, 1 „ 
Fe to my brother, and to Meſſts Ewing and 
Innes, which met with their approbation. One 
of them, ſome time ſince, opened the Circus at 
Glaſgow as a place of worſhip, which was pur- 
chaſed. for the purpoſe, and: the other is about 
to open another RN: which i is dane 10 
Dundee. 4 $f 5% Te 8 | SE; 1 AY 
1 ſhall now Advert to eee lately in in« 
Kituted. When in England, or before I went 
there with Mr Hill, in the year 1798, (I now 
forget which), I conceived: the idea of ſending 
to England, and. educating. there, a number of 


—— in — — the vario 
eupations of life, and choſen tor ihe —— 
on account of their piety, and promiſing talents, 
never for the latter without the former. 

I afterwards abandoned the idea of ſending 
em to England, Aading confiderable — 
ces were entertained againſt chat part of the 
ſcheme, and they were ſent tö Mr Ewing in 
Edinburgh, who began to inſtruct them in divi- 
nity, and in other branches of knowledge that 
were thought neceſſary or uſeful,” With him 
they ſtill continue, not having yet finiſhed their 
ſtudies,” A ſufficient number in a fe months 
was collected to make a claſs. The greateſt care 
was taken in the ſelection, both as to character, 
knowledge, and gifts; and whenever any thing 
reſpecting the firſt of theſe appeared impro- 
per, or upon examination deficient in the o- 
thers, they were not received. Their political 
principles were alſo ſtrictiy and particularly en- 
quired into. I am perſuaded they ate all moſt 
peaceable ſubjects, and of ſentiments which 


lead them to be ſuch 4 men who fear God, who ; 


honour the King, and who do not —— fur- 
ther with matters of government. If, after all 
the care that has thus been taken, ſhould it appear, 
= the courſe of their ſtudies, that we had been 
miſtaken in their characters, or ſnould any thing 


care, to be one year und 
ther with Mr Ewing; t years: being the 
ir courſe e 


the knowledge 


. 
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| — wi in t he ne fame manner, and vith he ane 


time allotted-fortheii 
which, with their previc 


us advantages and 


knowledge Ros things, 4 16 to _ oe FE. 
der, of hy — 1 — e Wo" opts Wy 5 EW 
ed, For what Pings arg 
10 many thus educated, and for what places are 

they deſtined? I anſwer, that I know as little 
as the enquirer, where they may be afterwards 

employed: but if they are uſeful in ſpreading 
f the goſpel, my end is attain+. 5 


It may here be aſk 


ed, wherever that may be; and I doubt not 
that abundant openings will occur for them, in 


the courſe of Providence, either at home or 
abroad. In different parts of this country al- 


ready they are wanted, and will be received 


when their ſtudies are finiſhed. | But although 
there yet appear but few openings at home, the 
ſtate of the world is ſuch, and there ſeems to 
be ſo increaſing a deſire, both in Europe and 
America, to hear the goſpel, that I am perſua-- 
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Jet as hal wet be e 
will ſhew their — ene ts; 
chuſes to-aſfign each his p 
no idea, nor is it poffible to conjecture, where 
that may be. From a perſuaſion that ſuch 
were much needed at home, the firſt claſs de- 
— — when 1 their ; 


0 — ih6vehangh 


were notat all bound t. 
their mind. No declaration of the ſame kind 
was required of the ſecond ee — are 
for one year they engage to continue at home, 
if required, and paid menen pc or 
by the Society for Propagatir 

Home. I have only ta ene no ener 
pecuniary advantage are held out to them, but 
quite the reverſe. I believe, there are few 
among them, wha did not formerly earn more 
by their different occupations, than they at pre- 
ſent have, or who were not as comfortably ſet- 
tled, in reſpect to temporal things, as wy are 
ever likely to be afterwards; : 
As good deal has alſo been ſaid of ne 


ing, as it is called. as connected with the above it 1 


ſchemes ; yet, if it be an evil, it does not ſeem 
likely to ebend I do not know above three or 
four at moſt in Scotland, who ever attempt it. 
Mi except the — who are NIP lent 
out by their tutors, fe, 115 1a 
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iy raiſed againſt them laſt eſt Te e 


things, I have told, 


abet 2 ar fer hs In 


to the Public: I pledge myſelf for the truth Uf 
my "ftatetnents and that, concerning theſe 
ar | I know it, and as 

is material, the truth, t ze whole trut 1, and no! 
thing but the truth, 10 uret Tr N er eg 
WI ſucceſs of theſe plans may be, 1 
know not. If they he not of God, I hope they 
will not long continue, and did I not 
they were ſo, I ſhould not wiſh them to laſt an 
ther hour: If, on the other hand, they be 7 
Hm, nothing can poſſibhy overthrow them. 
Once for es + pgs. ga abſurd is 
ducted wich — ty, theſe muſt 
neceflarily always be, and when not one word 
uttered by a ſingle perſon concerned in them, 
has been fixed upon, that has the ſmalleſt ap- 
——_ of We or difaffoctibn to . ä 
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I ſhall here fobjois the ehe off the con- 
dutors of the Arbroath Sunday. ſchools, gccas 


3 


* TL 4 * F 7 > ing $40” a 25 3 
N "LF" f * 2 R 
F 


a git e eee * 1 dien 


—— not in che city; 1 neither can they prove the things | 
whereof they x now accuſe me. e XXIV. 3 e dre 
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1 


Ar a time like the 
evening ſchools, are 
of eonverſation: 25 We, members of” 


ceive it to be our duty to come forward, 
> avow — 1-04 to n 


| Conſeidus't0! ourſelves rhe redtitade of 5 
intentions, ir — 1. 


„ 


nouns; 9-0" gad — — to the mo- 
fully attaining the end in view „namely to bes 
mean of keeping childrien' off the RAreets on the 1 
evening of the Lord's da 
up, in the fear of the Lond ee fre Baar 
Vet our well meant endeavours ( we are e ſor⸗ 
Ty to ſay) have not eſcaped the tongue of lan- 
der; s are pointed out as ſeditious perſons, 


. 


„ and training them m 
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conſtitution 1 and we are char Sd 
88, atid correſponding 


Alper on nothing can be +more. falſe 3 7 but 
the tongue 1 e gere bath ne us 


ate 1 
a. 


to your nat. 
regulations, and wi 
laudable work i in w 
We are, with reſpect, a e 1 l. 
+. Gentlemen, Yours, ame row 3:0 
FC Sabo 
. bs | N 


de called great in — Kit ard of henkth”” | 
We know none of our teachers notorivuſlydif- 
affected to government, (the fellowers of Jeſus 


are taught obedie mann men . zowers'thar be.) 


Our ſchools are not connected 7 


| meetings. We keep a *OLT 
Societies Wigs Fes — — 
politieal purpoſes. Chriſtians of every denomi- 
nation, provided they anne 
racter, are admitted members, and the conſent 
of the whole members is not neceſſary to aheir 
admiſſion. We are not bound to fecreeyiziion 
the contrary; our mme are all conducted 
in an open manner. The Sabbath evening 
preceding our quarterly meetings, publie inti- 
mation is given in the ſchools, antl the children 
are deſired to inform their parents of the fame, 
in order that they may attend; if they pleaſei 
We have no door-keepersz all who! chooſe to 


come are admitted, whether members of out 


ſociety or not; when met, we have nothing ſet 
eret to tranſact; the whole of our proceedings 


are conducted openly to tlie vie w of all preſent, | | 


and polities are never once mentioned at any 
of our meetings. We hold no meetings but in 
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600 we engage any to jain a new ſect; but we 
_ avere dhe mee dive modes, of worſhip 
: endea Oy", to Denial „minds of 
An ola the holy Scriptures, dunn 3 
reaſon; to make them acquainted with pſalms 
and hymns, but not with ſedition: We teach 
the Aſfembiy's Catechiſm, but neither Anarchy 
ufuſion . And we declare to the world, 


nay more, wo appeal ta that God, whom we all 
pretend to ſerve; . to the Almighty, who alone 
knows the hearts of all men, that we have no 
political end in view, but the glory of God. and 


the good of our fellow - creatures. We avow 
theſe to be our deſigns, and (notwithlanding 
the apes of the world) we are not aſt 
them. We declare, that we are amply | 
| penſed 2 — Werne in condu 
debold'a teacher ee — the chähiren in 
his ſchool ! hear them repeat their reſpective 
taſks with becoming ſeriouſneſs, and mark their 
growing knowledge! and, pre judiced as you 
are, you will be conſttained to confeſs, that ſuch 
a ſcene is truly agreeable; yes, to a good man 
it muſt be delightful! what can be more con- 


er can — fax; that theſe: are among E haps 
pieſt moments of his life, e tha We 
« virtue is its own reward d 
Every unprejudiſed perſon wil ſee, ann 
candle: declaration, that our proceedings have 
been miſrepreſented; and ſuch ve n 
muſt obſerve) is illiberal and uncharitable; to 
_ ſuch we would fay, ! Judge not, — be not 
Judged, for to know the r de. _ Mer | 
tive of God alone“ | 180 
We ſeek not the praiſe o webs we are UNE 
tious of the fayour'of God only: and until ſome 
mode ſhall be adopted, better calculated for the 
religious inſt ruction of youth, we will endeavour, 
tbrough divine aid, to go forward as we have 
begun, and we. deſire the prayers of all good 
men for a bleſſing on the means uſed by us, for 
inſtilling into young and tender minds, the prin- 
ciples of our holy religion: for this purpoſe we 
invite all well diſpoſed Chriſtians, to unite witn 
us in this undertaking; for we ſeriouſly think 
that a good Chriſtian can never be a bad mem- 
ber of civil ſociety; and we are of opinion, that 
the farther we advance in Chriſtian knowledge, 
the more we will be mene to 11 our * wy 
peaceable ſubjects. BY 
Parents, you will judge for rene Wan 
ther the religious inſtructions given by you to 
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formable ew your duty as „ Chriſtians, or to den Rr. 


— — . —— ꝓ—— — 


Mogan learning'els language of Bollals | 
We know, that in proſecuting theſe deſigns | 


we ſhall meet with difficulties ;\ but we will not 


be afraid of the world, neither will we mind the 
calumny of tongues, we ſerve no ſuch capricious 
maſters; and although the current of reproach 


ſeems now to be againſt us, we will not be dif... 


couraged,'* for he that is for us, is greater than 


all that can be againſt us Ne whoſe: narrow | 
minds cannot believe [theſe things, and who he- 


ſitate not to affirm, that we have other ends in 


view, we fear not your ſlander, but we muſt pity 
your uncharitahle diſpoſitions. Though you 
may think theſe. things as trifles beneath your 
notice, yet we think them matters of the laſt 


importance; and though we may thus differ 11 
opinion from you, be ye ſo charitable as believe 
that we mean well, m leave us to je tht our 
own way of thinking. 

In theſe latter times, when Popiſh ſaperſti- 


tion is aſhamed to ſhew itſelf in our happy iſle, 


we are grieved to ſee, that there are yet men 
among us, who have the ſpirit of perſecution ; 


but, thanks be to God, they have not the 
power to perſecute for conſcience-ſake ; yet 


they have done what they can do, in endear 


vouring (but we hope in vain) to vilify the 
characters of their feHowzmen ; but it ill be- 
comes the followers of the n and 2 355 
ſus, to act ſuch a part againit unoaſfendir 
without the eee e . merely 
upon hearſay; 2750 if op nr e eee, 
Afraid as . are of Fienok: a had 
we met on the nn and-taught 
that. part of French philoſophy that denies the 
exiſtence of God, we are led to think we had 
not met with half the oppoſition we have met, 
and are likely to meet with, in conducting Sab- 
bath- evening ſchools, for purpoſes diametrically 
oppoſite. Let we would wiſn to judge chart- 
tably of all men; we hope they have proceed - 
ed thus far, in an unguarded moment, and that 
they are now __ . on neren n 
taken:: 4x5 
We take this oppetimmnity to ee our at- 
Scl to the Britiſn Conſtitution, and the 
high veneration we have 15 our — dann 
5 reign. 1 5 9 
N. B. The tt ee W the | 
preceding letter, have been ſtrictly adhered to, 
and may be ſeen at large in our articles. 
Publiſhed in the name, and by order of the 
Committee of the Arbroath Society for Eſta- 


bliſhing and a Sabbath. evening 
Schools. 


Um BANNERMAN, Clerk. 


hrice, and — — were 9 
L now e hank narrate wy bree n 
panticatarly. e | 
When at feſt 1 W to eee about po 
litics, I was ignorant, as I have already ſaid, of 
the Wan ere rar of the human heart. I 
was alſo ignorant of, or at leaſt had not ſuffi- 
cienthy attended. to the expreſs precepts of 
[ ting: obedience to the ruling 
bene 10 wil eafily he perceived how deeply 
the full ad miſſion of the depraved ſtate of man 
muſt enter into the queſtion, of the improve- 
ment of human ſociety, I do not ſay it ought 
to make us abandon the deſire or purſuit of 
what is confeſſedly excellent, but it may teach 
us to diſcriminate between what is attainable, 
and what is not; and thus, by enabling us to 
form a proper e of the capacities for 1 im- 
provement of the ſubject upon which we have 
to work, may direct our exertions into a pro- 
per channel. It alſo points out, where the 
chief impediment lies, and, of courſe, where : 
we are to begin in the work of reformation. 
The doctrine of the fallen corrupted ſtate of 
man, however much it may be ridiculed, oppo- 
ſed, or ſoftened down, by * the AE 


ſent! The world, from tlie 


inſtead of guilt, lies at the foundation of 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem, A expreied or | 
implied in very page of the ſarred volume. 
How affecting a comment upon the truth of | 
he exif ned this leading principle of reve- 
. lation, does the hiſtory of the world, of nations, 
of private families, and of every individual, pre- 
he beginning to this 
very hour, has exhibited a enen private 
«nimoſitiesnind feuds, of extenſive public mi ery, 
lence, and bloodſhed; That this is cer- 
a e every one of the ſmalleſt know 
ledge or obſervation. muſt admit, while, to the 
production of effects ſo uniform in every age, 
an unvarying cauſe muſt furely be affigned: 


Although this cauſe now appears to me write = 


ten every where in characters ſo legible, it 
was long before I perceived it. I had often 
heard of it, but did not admit it. I conceived 
dad civil governments to be the fertile ſource 
of wars, and of every evil. This was indeed 
reaſoning ſuperficially, and it was a very erro- 
neous way of judging, to ſuppoſe that human 
government, the creature of man, ſhould uni- 
formly be bad, cruel, or very imperfect; al- 
though he who planned and conducted it, was 
amiable, good by nature, and poſſeſſing a high 
degree of perfection. This radical miſtake. 
however, lay at the f founda 
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blelings — friendſhip; fe 8 urit and | 
cord, at leaſt to a great oat] outs: 4 quickly | 


of the human heart, both. teſtified 1 in Sc 


: "a e 40 | 15 W 


n every civilized nation, who woul 


| doubt, San nee "their-oximple, embfgce ; 


„ 


+ nation, as connected i in one 


ſocial e- and equally the objects of bene vo. 


lence and love. Upon theſe views, my fubbr 


dinate political opinions were certainly reaſon 


able and emden n Td ele; 28 LN have 
ſaid, from no ſelfiſh motive 


As ſoon as I began to perceive the webancheh 
fact, that human nature was deepl radic: 

depraved; my ſyſtem, built upon the ſuppoſe 
perfectibility of man by natural means, tottered, 
and my illuſory expectations gradually vaniſned. 
It was not, however, till practically convinced 
of the deſperate wickedneſs and deccitfulneſt 


and confirmed by my on Experience, : that 1 


abandoned them altogether. 1 did it relue- ; 


ſyſtem; and 1 know, that it ill oli 0 


8 Al of conſidering all 


\ 


ent ſource, and to wonder, rather chat human 


+8 4k 3 FP held 


hakely, MOTT Ira My views of 
ernment, of. courſe, became very different; , 
| 7 a by which mankind . is. aliigea, 1 was 


ming to refer them primarily to a very differ. 


# affairs went on ſo ſmoothly and well, and that 

ſo much feeprity and happineſs ware. 0 on the 
whole, „ ge 

This. change of opinion Was very g r dual 

flow, and its progreſs was entirely regulated by 
my growing conviction of the principle to which 
it owed its riſe. Let me not, However, be miſun- 
derſtood, as if I were pleading. the cauſe of con- 
duct not conſiſtent with the ſtrict rules of right, 
either in governments or in individuals. orry 
ſhould y be to hold any opinion, that would 
operate as a bar to the deſire of any, or even 


| the greateſt improvement, Perfection, I Know, 


is the mark to which we are called to preſs on, 
although we ſhould never be able to atrain it. 
The moral depravity of man forms no excuſe | 
for his miſconduR, but is its we and 7 | 
pable nn 2... Wt 
I have ſaid above, chat 1 was alſo ignorant 
of, or at leaſt had not. ſufficiently attended to. 
the expreſs precepts of Scripture, reſpecting 
; obedience to the ruling powers. 
After I had fully, as 1 truſt, deſited, to ſub- 
mit to the will of God, revealed i in his word, I 
N 


had many Nee Terjes reſpecking r 
conduct s it regarded politics. I ſaw. that no. 
thing external ſo much. influenced human af- 
fairs as eivil, government, and that to it, in $ 


great meaſure, might be traced the various opi- 


ions, ſituation and character of the different ” 


nations of the world, while theſe again had a | 
reciprocal effect, and ſtamped the character of 
the other. I reflected that, becoming a Chri- | 
ſtian, I did not ceaſe to be a citizen; and 1 
thought that, eſpecially. under the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, where public opinion is ſo much and 
ry juſtly: regarded, it was my duty to be well. 
informed i in that ſcience, which regulates and 
| directs every public movement. 5 1 Was per- 
ſuaded, that good general principles upon that 
ſubject were of great ſervice to the world, and 
therefore thought it my duty to inform myſelf, 
as far as poſſible, concerning theſe, and care- £ 
fully to ſtore them yp in my mind. The com- 
mon maxim, that Tuum  ſeire nihil 2. nift te ſcire 
hoc ſciat alter, or, in other words, that know- 
ledge is of little avail unleſs imparted, at leaſt 
upon moſt ſubjects, forcibly ſtruck my mind, 
and I conſidered it to be my duty, as far as I 
could, to communicate, what 1 imagined to Lo 
truth, to others. 

I, however, began clearly to perceive,” that 

the Scripture requires the moſt conſcientious ; 
and cheerful ſubmiſſion to the government of 


ntry ebe aue : ating it 60 
'be ve Grdihass . © "appointment of © Gd 
A to mankind for good. Upon the $ 
- 29th of November 1798, the aus apy int 
ed for 4 general” thankſgiving,” Mr Ewing, 
now miniſter of the tabernacle | in Glaſgow, 
a preached his laſt ſermon in the 'Eftabli hec 
Church, without, however, having any idea of 
its being ſo, as the managers of Lady Glenor- 
chy's chapel well know. There had been ſo 
much political diſcuſſion of late years, that he 
conſidered it his duty upon that day, after 
mentioning the cauſes of national gratitude to 
God, to call the attention of his congregation 
to the Scripture doctrine concerning govern- 
ment. He preached from the paſſage in Tit. 
iii. 1. Put them in mind to be ſubject to prin- 
 cipalities and powers, to obey" magiſtrates, to be 
ready to every good work.” He quoted and 
conſidered the various nö in the New Te- 
ſtament where theſe duties are inculcated. He 
ſtated and anſwered ſeveral objeckions „ and 
aſſerted, that the reſult of the whole was, that 
a Chriſtian's ſubjection to prineipalities, powers, 
and magiſtrates, ought to be Conſcientious, . 
reſiſting, Diſintereſted, Reſpectful, Practical, and 
Pious, which topics ho"ſeverally. iluſttated and 
explained at length. I have inſerted part of 
that ſermon 1 in the Appendix. The ſermon it- 
+ ſelf is till to be had at the ene And 
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ſure if any ane had a right te to give up nculca- 
ting the beſt modes of political arrangement as. | 
a part of truth. Almaſt immediately after this, 
however, it forcibly ſtruck my mind, that the 
Lord Jeſus;himſelf, and his apoſtles, whole ex- 
| ample we are called to imitate, though living 

in their own. Sauer. gf Judea, Mk not M all I 
not, or rather wha my 3 to. follow 15 7 
in this reſpectꝰ This entirely ſatisfied my 


„ 
mer, th 


IS 
IX 
* 


in itſelf. the beſt, as Chriſtians could da n much 
more good, by calling mens eee eee, 2 
goncerns of a future world, and. to their own, 
depravity, and to the goſpel of ſalyati m, 
in being ſo much occupic with the arrange- 
ments. of time, or turning their attention fo 
often to the faults or defects of the kingdoms 
of this world. I immediately perceived the 
* e . N from. the. apoſtles' 
ſpect. The dodrine which 
+ and, though | 


je conn ellecte 
The cruel Ws fn of pt in the 75 of 
gladiators, the expoſing of infants, dame ie fla. 
yery, and many other glaring evils, which dif- 
graced ſociety, but which the apoſſles had ner 
ver directly attacked, fell before the irreſiſtible 
energy of their peaceful doctrine. The enam 
ple of the apoſtles then, in this reſpect, 1 reſol- 
ved to endeavour fteadily to purſue. I have 
ſince done ſo, and of this reſplution I do not re- 
pent. I was even ſtrongly inclined to follow 
it, a conſiderable time before the period above 
mentioned, and before 1 could fully ſatisfy my 
mind of the propriety of doing ſo. I per- 
ceived, that in this world Chriſtians ſhould be- 
Ware, as much 1 pollible, of adding to the of- 


fence. of the croſs,” and tis ftrongly inclined 


me to it. The humiliating method of ſalvation 
through a crucified Saviour, not by works of 
righteouſneſs that we have done, but by the 
waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt,” will, of itſelf, be ſufficiently of- 
fenſive and irritating to the proud unhumbled 
heart of an unconverted Man. 7550 | 
And here I would ſay, thar, if any thing-l in 
my former conduct, by drawing unjuſt ſuſpi- 


tentions and . 155 deen the means Woo as * 
dening any one in unbelief, of rivet ting him in 
bis ppofition to the doctrin of grace, or bas 5 
been in any way the means of caſting a ſtum- 1 
b linge block in the way of a ſinful godly 
; wor or of prejudicing goed men againſt theſe 

meafures, 1 deſire to lament 1 12825 the: e un- | 

fab „ e Fs 1 . 8 5 

Ms it may now be alked, bit are e dne!) 
my preſent ſentiments reſpecting government, 
I ſtrall endeavour to give a fatisfaQtory reply. 
For this purpoſe, I mall ſtate more fully my 
views of the Scripture doctrine upon this ſub- 
ject, as the foundation of them. Whatever that 
doctrine may clearly appear to me to be, by that 
1 conſider myſelf bound without any reſerve. 

I muſt begin with remarking, that where obe 
dience to civil rulers is ſpoken of in the Bible, 8„ 
it only does and can relate to the law and ap- 
pointments of man, when theſe do not interfere ä 
with the laws of God. The Scriptures contain 
a complete rule to direct us how we are to ſerve 
God. Nothing is wanting, and nothing is re- 
dundant. They relate to the concerns of a future 
life, they are able to make men wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion, and not one word muſt be added to them, 
or taken away. Civil government, then, can- 
not be a divine ordinance to regulate men in 


ww 
matters of religion or of conſcience. - With theſe 


55 10 has nothing at all to do... Human authority 
can add nothing to divine; and, where the for- 


3 mer contradicts the Jatter, it deſtroys. itſelf. 


Every man, who has 3 Bible, 1 1s called upon, at 


the eternal petil of his ſoul, to receive what it 
contains as his ſupreme rule, to judge of its 
meaning, and to interpret it for himſelf, with- 
out regard, in matters purely religious, to the 
ſuppoled authority of civil government, of Popes, 
Councils, Biſhops benches, Synods or Aﬀem- 
blies, whether ſupported or Not. by civil power. 
Theſe may indeed declare and recommend the 
articles of their own faith, but may not decree 


them as at all binding upon others. In ſhort, 


whenever the laws of man run counter to the 
laws of God, they ceaſe from that moment, in 
as far as they do ſo, to be binding; ; and, with 
the apoſtles Peter and John, we may appeal to 


all * rulers, elders, ſcribes, and prieſls, whether 
it be right, in the ſight of God, to hearken un- 


to you more than unto God, judge ye.” The 


civil magiſtrate then, as ſuch, has nothing to 


ſay, in matters purely of a religious nature. 


As to the authority of human government FLU 


in things relating ſolely to this life, the ſcrip- 


| tures ſpeak in the moſt deciſive manner. They 
inculcate every where the deep depravity and 


wickedneſs of man, and ſpeak of various re- 
ſtraints fine muſt be laid upon him, both as ſa- 


"ME W bloh 
Rate. The reci 08 
ſubje ction of hufbands and, wiyes, patents and 


4 Sowa he nM 5 


children, maſters and ſervants, are diſtinck⸗ 55 | 


17 pointed out, and 0 8 e The duties of . 
man, in his focial capabity, are alſo clearly de. 


* 


fined, and the general government. or .regula- 


tions of fociety being the primum mobile of the by: 


whole, and that which gives effect to all the o-. 
thers, and to which, if need be, they muſt ulti- 
mately. appeal; are particularly denominated Th 
the ordinance of God. 4 tires Fine ee | 
This appointment or ordinance, ſtamped with 
the authority of God, all Chriſtians are command- | 
ed to obey, and are called upon to attend to it, 
as to other duties, by peculiar motives, and not 
from fear only, but alſo for conſcience ſake. 
Chriſtian ſubjects, as well as Chriſtian ſervants, 
are alſo. reminded, that their ſubmiſſion to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and their being ſubjects of his kingdom, 
does not releaſe them from the obligations of 
their relative and ſocial ties, but bind them 
cloſer, from their particular ſituation, and the 
influence of their example in the world. Chri- 
ſtians alſo, being more deeply, and practical- 
ly acquainted than other men, with the depra- 
vity of their nature, and e eſpeclally with the de- 
ceitfulneſs and deſperate wickedneſs of their 
on hearts, felt in theit daily painful experience, 
as well as teſtified 1 in ſcripture, learn to Know, 
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won. to the exiſtence of jg It bold fo ne- 
ge to man H 
judge that they ought to do 


no particular mode of government, asexclufive- 
15 of divine right, nor even ſhews a preference 


to any one. On the contrary; while modes 
may vary acbording to eircumſtances, the ge- 
neral inſtitution under every exiſting form, 


claims ſubmiſſion and reſpect from Wat ians by 
the authority of G0 dMt.. 
This appears obviouſly the meaning rok orig 
e paſſages upon the fubject; and although 
Chriſtianity does not interfere with the king- 
doms of this world, and diſclaims the office of 
* adivider” among men, as it was intended.to be 
univerſal, it teaches Chriftians their / expreſs « du- 
ty under every form. To prove this to be the 


caſe, let it be obſerved, that all ſeripture is 
directly practical. This is a very diſtinguiſh- 


ing feature of the ſacred page. The inſpired 


writers do not employ, themſelves in = | . 


queſtions of an abſtract, and merely ſpeculatiy 


nature; they come directly, in every line, to 


the ſituation, circumſtances, and obligations 'of \ 


all to HOP they! write; and with motives of 
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ind, and fuck. a  blefling; they 
. on might 
tend to weaken. its authorit ) 
At the fame time; the word of Gd preſeribes 


fou! | - a ; they, be wie to the higher Leere *; 
Here is the command ; and whoever reads it, in 
any age or country, the day to remember, that 


N N 
1 


he is addreſſed, and to enquire whoare the higher 


powers of the country in hie K he lives. : Next 


follows the motive to obedience; the moſt forct- 


ble to the Chriſtian's mind. For there is 0 
power but of God, the powers that be (chat EY 


tually do exiſt) are ordained of God.“ Then 


comes the ſanction, backed by Almighry power. 4 
Whoſoever, therefore, refiſteth the power, re- 
ſiſteth the ordinance of God, and they that re. 
fiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation.” 'Fhe 
reaſonableneſs of the command is afterwards 
adduced, in order to reconcile our minds to 25 
that our ſubjection may be voluntary and chert. 
ful. For rulers are not a terror to good w. works 
dut to the evil.” : | 
I know that it has been 1 objected, that hs as | 
fcription of government here given, could not 


poſſibly apply to bad governments, or to that 


of Nero, which exiſted when the apoſtle wrote, 


and was confeſſedly fo tyrannical. - For it is 
ſaid, * Rulers are not a terror to good works but 


to evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the 


power? Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt 
have praiſe of the ſame ; for he is the miniſter 
of God to thee for good. But if thou do that 


_ 1 gigs. "For he is the — God, 
_ a revenger, to ex -CL 
| doeth evil. Wherefor 

ject, 1 not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 


ſake. It is urged, that the above inference 


plainly ſhews,” that the whole paſſage is de- 


ſäcriptiyve, in general, of what governments ought 


to be, as regulated by the principles of Juſtice, 
without referring to an one in particular a 


that, at leaſt, it clearly could not apply to Nero's 
government, under which the apoſtle himſelf; al- 


though he continued to do I; inſtead of hav- 


ing praiſe, was put to death. This objection is in- 


admiſſible. It is ſetting aſide the plain and ob- 


vious meaning of the words; It is alſo ſetting 


aſide the practical tendency of the whole paſj- 
does not refer to the . 


ſage. If the apoſtle 
Roman government, what rule, in that re- 
ſpect, was he giving to the Chriſtians at Rome? 


and how ſhould we be able to fix its application 


to any government, and thus to know from ſcrip- 


ture, when we ought to obey rulers, nnd When 
not? Would not this be making the whole paſ- . 
ſage unintelligible, and the rule completely uſe- 


leſs ? thus, rendering void the ſeripture in f 
this eee whereas nothing, in fact, can be N 


more preciſe, obvious, and forcible, . Ge" 
doctrine here laid down. | 


The ** in enk theſe — are con- 
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ute wrath upon him that 
re, ye muſt needs he ſub- 
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Tt of Gourſe- n , the Roman TY 


Thie apbftle was dla Wen le fi. 


greater or leſs degree, its end, viz: Herne 


that with Nere's government. I believe, ffom 


their evil paſſions, obtaining full Lebt: 


N $ oe Taue pre an 
t& every oth bt 


ment as it then was, aud as it erer Ma, been in 
the world; not in'its minute characters and e 
ceptions, but in its general features, what ks » 
upon the whole; and as alwaysattaiting, in 5 


— ſecurity. To confirm this, let it be conff- 

ered, in what ſituation a world like ours, full | 
pon wickedneſs, would be placed, without Art. 
general laws or government; und then compare 


& > 


our never having ſeen ſuch a fate,” or rea ad of 
it in any hiſtory, in its full extent, we have lit- 
tle coneeption how men wo ud act, and how 


122 


Work, if wholly ſet free from thefe reftraints, 
under WhitH'we' ſee them placed! T am confi- 
dent, that a ſhort times experiehee bf any thing 
bordering upon this, would fully explain the 
force and meaning of ſuch a Paffage as the one 


quoted, and ſhew us, what”a" bleſſing *govern- 
ment has been, even under its worſt forms, and 


en 
S 


* e . 
tection un 


dene it rr at 
The apoſtle him mel ten 


Os 
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Chriſtians! Vac the fur 5 6 


Although, therefore: 


it admitted of conſiderable exceptions, it did, | 


upon the whole; fulfil its eee end, re- 
preſſing vice, ing promoting” good. If there is 


any thing c 


and theſe precepts gain additional force, and 
are much illuſtrated, by being delivered und 
a government confeſſedly one of the worſt. 
Taken altogether, then, it was not a terror 
to good works, but to the evil; it was the mi- 
niſter of God for good; a revenger to execute 
wrath upon them that did evil: and it was the 
command of God, that C 
ject to the higher powers,” not for wrath, (not 
merely from fear, or becauſe they could not 


help it); for, adds the Were the n that 


1 are ordained of God. 

/Te may, however, again bed that So- 
vernment, in another view, may juſtly be con- 
"Boy what the apoſtle Feter calls it, the 


r in the whole Bible, or indeed 
in language at al - this interpretation i is plain, 


wiſtians ſhould be ſub. 


1 


x Nil Wh e s 


V regulated by human-ageney,every perſon ough 
0 to ſet, himſelf to reform it, as far as in hi 
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420 To this reaſoning we, 
1 ph rt i nat 


5 _ More relations, that cnange by active interfe- 
rence, have oftener been ee ed to the wore ff 
than to the better. Beſidgs, no man can fote. | 
ee, when alterationsin a bod; f unmanageable | 

takes place, to what point they may 80,07 where = 
8 ſhall ſtop. It may alſo be obſerved, that 
all turbulence in ſubjects has given the beſt 


logy- ar win We del has, more 


- 


v3” 


at . aer to . — I hall only men- 


tion what ſatisfies. me, why fu f 
government ot 2 be . 
as it clearly is 
proper they ſhould ſubmit. to the powers that 
be, and ſtand aloof from 3 interferen- 
ces, even if it were not ſo, expreſsly e 
Such is the well Nate and Ape ien 


nothing ſo much ſtirs up angry 
ling wi civil gove * 


af man, 9 
ons, as interm 


- , A 


lege „ Bloodihed, and probably 
good | come. - This, chen, is 5 


8. er through with it; 


in number, a weak minority in every country. 


Strait is the gate, (ſays our Lord), and nar- 


row is the way that leads to life; and few 


there be that n many are called but ow 


are choſen.” - Their © e | 
would be at beft of little avail; - 


Nor could they act properly, e e | 
ration, upon moſt matters, with the men of this 


world, their 6 HARP and opinions being fo 


oppoſite to theirs. 
pride, and — motives, to which men of 


the world appeal, of which they make uſe; 


and by which they are ſupremely inſſuenced, 
cannot be countenanced by Chriftians. They 5 


know that many things, and eſpecially theſe 


things that are bighly eſteemed _—_ men, | 


are an abomination in the fight of God. + 
Let, then, the men of this world; ata 


of worldly ambition, contend, if they will, with 


one another, Chriſtians are purſuing higher ob- 


y could not, upon 
Pl 1 Theymepil- 


this W me are comparatively but ſmalk 


Vain- glory, emulation, c 
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ſalvation. They w anus do m 
de more ſucceſsful in refor ming. : 
civil governmen 

in aubaber m W 


Ar any. rate, - 


ſhould not yet perceive. their. bo 


ad under every diſ 
conlider, the example of 
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— ny 
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fered to alter the 
= of civil government. 
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t. we ſhould kk 5 
is ſeryants, ever inter- 
ements or conſtitutions 


not mean —— — Weber 
m_ „ government, 
ontrary to the law of God is 
may la wfully "exerciſe 
cy of doing fo, accord. 
ing to circumſtances, he muſt judge; but I un- : 
derſtand by it, attempting to change the ſettled 
order of theſe MR years _ to introduee | 
new ſyſteins;' CAE RG: 
-- Now'E — e ry fingle Wass of 
one believer, under the Old Teſtament diſpen- 
ſation, in the character of a ſubject, having 
thus interfered with the government under 
which he lived, whether under that ſettled at 
different times, and in different ways, by God 
himſelf, or under the governments of the other 
nations where they dw-elt. Even when in Egypt 
we do not find the children of God rebelling. or 
attempting to change the laws of their eruel taſk- 
maſters. They waited * Lord n delt- 
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fon, 9 miire cutioners) 


an, I ſay, they lived 


eneral, it is true, even the ders * demand- 
ed. in Samuel's time, that kings ſhould be ſub⸗ 
ſtituted for ey But 4 
dict my aſſertion. 
The majority of; that people were i belie 


vers, though they all profeſſed to be ſuch. any 
more than the majority of nations called 
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„The elders joining in this Buſiheſs dbed not invalidate 
* above aſſertions. It by no means follows, that, becauſe 
elders, they were real believers. No one who has attended 
to, aad underſtood the Scriptures, will think ſo. I have 
heard miniſters of the Church of Scotland declare, that 
they had not ſufficient evidence to affirm, ſome, that there 
was one, others, that there were more than one or two Chri- 
ſtians in their pariſhes. ' They had nevertheleſs all the elders 
who compoſe the ſeſſion, in each pariſh. OO . 
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would have bel Ws me; for he wrote of me. 


But if ye believe not his ee how _ ye 


believe my words? 


ſon, to whom we have reaſon to affix the cha- 
racter of a ſpiritual Iſtaelite or belie ver, joining 


in attempts, ſecret or avowed, to change the 


form of government. Theſe appear to have 


proceeded from, and the whole matter-agitated, 
of God; and 


They baue ved me. We 4 kalrly con- 
clude from Seripture, that none of that ſmall 
remnant among ther 

Ilrael of God in the Jewiſh nation, joined either 
them, or thoſe who rebelled in the wilderneſs ; 


even of that number of whom the prophet 
Iſaiah ſays, Except the Lord of Hoſts had leſt 


unto us 4 uy fmall re „we ſhould have 
been as Sodom, and nn 1 1 
unto umme: Po } [1 eee ee ee 
David acted by expreſs n nee r 
when he entered upon his oſſice às king, nor 
did he at all change the form of government. 


Jac eee Moſes, ye 


iat J aſſert is, we ao: not read of one e 


wich compoſed the true 
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the peace of the city whither I have 


lions 22 from 
Babylon, although captives under a 
yoke, it was commanded them by God, 


Lord for urn, the peace 
have e It is ſaid of Daniel while in Ba- 
bylon, They could find no occaſion againſt 
him, ROT concerning the Jaw of his 


Upon che wren of the Jens en cheir own land, 


many things were to be 


by divine authority. 
ts, in e age, 3 
to the rulers; hut * e 
Hvered their meſſages direct 
we find they perſo ſhewed aue reſpect 
vp government under which they lived. They 
were indeed reckoned the troublers of Linae), 
on account of the warnings t 
ed to —_—— and their holy 


. 


wall maſt: ROW: 


which Pars given riſe to more hurtful opi- 
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particular, we 
ancient believers; 
ö in Egypt, in 
1 the Roman government, they were placed in — 


| _  ifferent circumflances from thoſe in which —« 
| 7 4 1 : / 
| different, in ons 4 
placed in them 8 | 
-manner Ax | 
| modern times,. We « | 


trace the cauſes of bis 
not being revealed to us} but we ſhould ſee | 
them to be the fames if if the vail of Providence 
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aalat that time in the ds 
mmaade me, ſays he, a diy 


n 


man gove + 
courtiers of | 
| nions ſubſeryient he 
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— ee PER here Abrams: 
ment. His anſwe applied ta, and filenced 
for paying tribute. to Cæſar and commands it 


wp be a en current n! 


rity . ben e n him, be ad the 
Herodians, of that and of every future day, to 
render alſo unto God his due, and that n au- 
thority can interfere with his. 
f conduct of the apoſtles, and of all the 
holy men recorded in the New Teſtament, is 
exactly confor: to this example. They 
lived in times in which the rulers were moſt 
tyrannical and arbitrary, in many re 


in Judea, and in other parts of the Roman 


empire. This ther experienced, even to the 
ſhedding of their blood. Theſe governments 
alſo permitted and e 
we have nothing ſimilar; yet the inſpired wris 
ters exemplified and inculcated ſubmiſſion,” ex- 
_ where the laws of men e the laus 
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words: If he 
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E neee Even if called, 
them not be anxious on that 


will direct theſe in his: providence. T 0 
it is enough, that whatever they are, 1 ar. 
rangements ſhall work, according to his pro- 
miſe, for their in „and the good of 
all his redeemed... Let them not fret them- 
ſelves on account of evils which they cannot 
prevent, nor take any anxious thought for to- 
morrow, the events af which they are unable 
to controul. The Lord reigneth! Let them 
attend to preſent duty, in preſent circumſtan- 
ces, and bleſs God for their advantages in ſo- 
ciety, and in government, which, as well as all 
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to 7 4 fur as their au- 
de 6855 1 For interfere with the laws of God: 
While theſe ſentmments woulf make me a ONE 
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Bose be 10 kbelf Az Wee 
that, under his lawful- authority, his ſubjects 
may lead quiet and peaceable lives. I truly 
defire this, from conviction” of the many Ad- 
vantages Britain now enjoys,” arid his ng hs en- 
Joyed, Dove any other countty in Europe. 

Even were I actuated merely by ſelfiſh 1 


4 


7 ” 


tives, 1 ſhould deſire the continuance of the 


preſent government; for Ever f 
way diftinguiſhed; by the ſupp 
of my opinions or meaſures, either in politics or 
kteligion, 1 have been conH],¶ *. ö 
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| | 75 
ters, and deacons, and concentrated by 
councils held from time to time, t 
Had, nor ſtrove to obtain, * — 
port of any kind. They lay expo 
rage of the whole wo d around them, incited 


by its natural enmity againſt God 
fin, and finding itſelf condemned by theſe" 
ſtarts, as deſervedly obnoxious'to the divine diſ- 


thouſands of diſcordant ſects and parties; theſe 


** | 


eee VER Re 


I 185 — — TAG CE | F 
& all Gn, and mee eee — 

; ,atience, and heayenly-mindedneſs, as 
| they —— undeſignedly, yet unqueſtionably, 
excite the wrath of the reſt of mankind, juſt in 
the ſame manner. But how precarious: their 
ſtate in ſociety: was, on this account, is evident. 
They had not the leaſt legal or ſecular aid 
againſt perſecution. Obliged, like the reſt of 
the ſubjects of the Roman empire, to contri- 
bute to the general defence, and to ſerve in the 
Roman armies, when called on, as much as 
others, they had no civil arise if an em 
peror choſe to perſecute, t they were perfectly 


defenceleſs, and bad no politic al reſources againſt 
eppreffian: . e es cas dren ndheet: lah 


What ee of his 2 Shall 
we ſay their eircumſtances were, during the firſt 
three hundred years, too low, and their means 
too weak, to encourage them to attempt any 
thing of this kind? This has been ſaid by thoſe | 
who are not willing to allow, that their paſſive- 
neſs under injuries, proceeded from principle. 
But ſuppoſe now, that they thought it right to 
reßiſt the powers that be, and that thoſe who 


but merit the tribute af ap 


eee dem in eilt ( 
in the third, their thouſands, and thou- 
ſands; muſt have been capable of ſhaking the 
foundations of the empire. So far from being 
without mea s, they — have had much 
greater than many Tho A nen WG 
poſh: of Kingdom. n 9 
Here is ere wy geg a ee 1 N 
whited:pinlant- of men, inured to frugal habits, 
and a variety of hardſhips; not a mere mob of 
levellers, but men taught to ob y their religious 
governors; and fubmitting to great ſtrictneſs of 
diſcipline. ' Among their governors, if hiſtory : 
had not informed us fo, we are ſure there muſt 17 
have been ſome men of genius, fortitude; and 
capacity, who already had exerciſed their ta- 

lents in the art of government, and poſſeſſed 

ü that eloquence which inflames the paſſions of 

the lower ſort. Cyprian of Carthage is un- 

| doubtedly one of theſe. 'Fhe ſame courage, 

capacity; diſcretion, and activity, which made 

| | him an oracle over half the Roman empire | 4 

| eee eee, we, ad de ven et , 


them poſe, might have purchaſed ams and 


penny firong an ee over che ignorant 
barbarous nations, might have eafily effected an 
alliance N e 2 i q We op: rr ith 
> am: name. 3 149 N 
The e eadly ſees! eee 
a not ſuy they would have prevailed in the 
end, nothing is more uncertain than the iſſue 
of war; but ſuppoſing them to hare thought 
reſiſtance lawful, amidſt the diſtractions of the 
Roman empire, from within in withoiit,: they 
had both - temptations and probabilities ſuffi- 
_ ciently ſtrong to have excited a rebellion; fach 
as any other people would have done, who in | 
knowledge and civiliſation were not inferior to 
thoſe among whom they lived. The conclu- 
ſion ſeems undeninble; il a ſet of mem are ve- 
ry unjuſtly treated, have probable means of re- 
dteſſing themſelves byforce, and think it lawful 
to uſe thoſe means, they will do ſo of courſe. 'On | 
the contrary, it appears, not from a few paſſa- 
ges here and there only, but from the whole 
tenor of their writings; and what is ſtill more, 
from their uniform practice, without a ſingle 
Frception, that . thought it unchriſti 
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the. 3 laid down, in the thirteenth chapter 
to the ins, and other parts of the New 5 


Teſtament, in a literal manner? that they 
thought it wrong to revenge injuries, public as 
well as private, and referred, themſelves wholly 


to him who. at | faid a, pale Vengeance is mine 2 


1 believe we have uo other. alternative. Tnis 


was the ſum; of , Chriſtian politics; and in this 


light, What an advantage this ſpirit proyed to 


them in making, them feel themſelves ſtrangers 


and pilgrims on earth, in cauſing them to long 
for the heavenly ſtate, in deadening their affec- 
tions to the world, 


rents 


and charity, is not hard to conceive; and when- 


ever real. Chriſtians, in our times, ſhall more ful- 
ly emancipate themſelves from the ambitious 


notions with which, the preſent habits. and pre- 


judices,of men infe them, and, through divine 
grace, catch the ſpirit of the primitive belie vers 


in this point, they will then ſee a beauty i in the 
New, Teſtament principles, on this ſubject, of 


Which they have now little idea; the love of 
the world will ceaſe ſo ſtrongly to entangle 
them, and Primitive apoſtolic faith and 


.£xerciſing them in faith 
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gate, a captain of the ward was there, _—_ 5 
name was Trijab; ; and he took J. h tlie 
ou falleſt away to the hal- 


— 


1 


denn, Ten Jeremiah, „It eis falle; I fall 
not away to the Chaldeans Zen 
ſo fully explained m political — 
1 vie ws, which are not contradicted by any part 
= of Ry meer INN r- any one ſtill be diſpoſed 
the ſtale and groundleſs 
I shall only reply, with Je- 
en charged with an inten- 
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of comin a « above, | 


to entertain of Ecclefiaſtical Eftabliſhments ; a 

dut this 1 ſhall at preſent | defer, with the 
intention, however, of doing it Pg It 9 | 

ſufficient in this place to cle lare; that / 
Ho eyer 'my. ſentiments” re 
evil attending them maybe; Ee hoſtile 2 
deſigns, (as has often been ſaid), "againſt 3 
{| the Eſtabliſhed Church: I have avowed, i 


9323 


that all en in . is and „ 
ſurd. Beſides, I would much rather build up 
than pull dewn. und. if poſſible, add to the 
meuns of. inſtructior an cf y fellow-creatures, 


than in any way diminiſhvs 
eee matten ought 
; ved: fron $cri; 


| tiers is room ctivagh 05 the World for all to 


exert ihemſelxes in —_ be eee 
rent patties devouring: a wary” 
bd wine the NU 
number of the — Review, 
laft year, I. ſhalh alſo ſubjein a 
in conſequence, to the Editors : 
They publiſhed lit.. 8 


with ſome Wee ee to vin 
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from Profeſſor Robiſon” 8 bock, en they muſt 


have known ta be a falſe n | 
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eil u ee bringing it mene, 
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„We have reaſon to be afli 
W forming in Scotland for the avowed 


pur poſe of ſapping the foundation of the Preſby- 
terian church, 4 as eſtabliſned by law. Ate 


head of that ſect is the gentleman, who, in the 


firſt edition of : Profeſſor Robiſon's Pra f @ 
Conſpiracy, &. was ſaid to have expreſſed his 


: Ae ſect is 
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oa THE PURPOSE OF. OVERTURNING EVERY. ESTA- 
BLISHMEN T OF REtigion:? From the poſtſcript | 
to the ſecond edition of the Profeſſor's valuable 
work, we learn chat Mr H. diſclaims all 
proceedings; and we doubt not, 
| Pär beides — ö of the French re- 
volution, D'Alembert; Diderot, and Condoreet 
would have dene the ſame. The zeal, howe⸗ 
ver, of Mr H. againſt eſtabliſiments, muſt be 
very ardent; for it has prompted him t0 ſell a 
beautiful eſtate, and to apply part of the price 
to the endowment of a ſeminaty in Glaſgow; 
for the expreſs *purpoſe of eduenting itinerarit 
| preachers,” who muy propagate the goſpel in 1 
purity wherever it is contaminated by the bale. 1 
ful inſtuence of eſtabliſnments. To the put 
pils of that inſtitute we earneſtly recommene 
an attentive peruſal of Mr Ranket's Eſſuy; to 
the heads of it, WhO, under the cloak of reli 8 
gion, have ns politic? into vations in view; we 
beg leave to recommend the two works lich 5 
we have already recommended to the author of 
the Eſſay; and to pus dilltnters of ever) de- 
nomination we heſitate not to ſay, in the words 1 
of rhat Eſſay; that they cf , gait nothing by 
the overthrow of the Fftablihment, though, im 
the general concluſion; "they may loſe much, 
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8 bew of pen ſo far from ayowi 


your next number, and thus, at leaſt; ſhew.your: 
_ ſelf as ready to vindicate where you have inju- 
red, and to retract where you have been miſled, 
as to cenſure and make public what 998" con- 
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have no title te any kr 
inform you, that while I uſe the liberty of eve- 


m ine, I now. 


ry Britiſh ſubject, to judge for ewe in mat- 
git; I never 


in my mind, Daene e e 


ol ſapping che foundation! of che eftabliſfed 


church; and the ur 
fold my eſtate. 80 much as to wat you have 


t it was not for this purpoſe 1 


taken upon yourſelf to aſſert reſpecting me. 1 


ſhall add nothing on your want of candour, 
in bringing forward, in large letters, with a 
light refutation, if ſo it may be called, à ca- 
lumny as falſe as thoſe alluded to above; which 
Prefeſſor Robiſon, . without knowing it to be 
ſuch, put into his book, and afterwards, as you 


muſt have hearth; I ee in the 


newſpapers. 7 


I muſt, requiatt you to "inthe: his Jeep in 


ceive to be nene ee 
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9. man ein contradict. a fu 
rade to ſatisfy all candid perſons, TT 8 


in matters of religion, - Mme 


aſſume no pre- eminenee or authority, ro 
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Sly gg confide * 1 3 Ce } | ky 95 
ordinance of God to man for NG the holy 


Scriptures containing every rule of duty which, 
nkind are bound to 
obſerve. ,. In the church of Chriſt, the civil 


magiſtrate,» ae. ſuch; can never, - according. to 


Scripture, under the New Teſtament diſpenſa- 

tion, have any place. When he enters there, 

he muſt come, not as a magiſtrate, ; but as any 
other diſeiple. He muſt ſubmit to the rules al- 
ready preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt, and he muſt 
Ds 
official civil ſituation, over others, even the mean- 
eſt ſlave upon earth. This is expreſsly deter- 
mined by the great Head of the Church. It is 
recorded, that when there was a ſtrife among 
the diſciples, reſpecting pre- eminence in his 
kingdom, Jeſus called them, and ſaid unto 

them, © Ye know, that they which are account- 
ed to rule over the Gentiles, exerciſe lordſhip 


over them, and their great ones exerciſe autho- 


rity upon them. But /o ſhall it not be amonę 


Ou. And, in another place, „ Be not = 
Ing, Radbiz farons i is your maſter, eren cha, ; | 


buon of — to the — of 
Chriſt, forms a part of the obje@ of civil go. 
vernment; but, on the contrary; every thing 
is already ſettled, 10 publiſhed in the Serip- 
| h-con mu ion, and reli - 
I and collectively, to 
the . „ or Chriſtian debe by 
the paramount. authority of God' himſelf. - 
Let no one eoncelye, that it proceeded from 
a of the letter of the Soriptures, that 
the compilers of the Confeſſion of Faith, could 
_ refer to one paſſage in the New Teſtament, 
to ſupport the doctrine they have advanced. 
concerning the power of the magiſtrate in 
religious matters. The paſſage they have 
quoted, is the account of Herod calling toge- 
ther the prieſts and ſeribes, to conſult them 
concerning the place of Chriſt's birth, with a de- 
ſign to murder him! This example, whatever 
had been Herod's intention, and by whatever 
authority he had called them together, does 
Not even belong to the Old Toflument ee | 
ſation, far leſs t to the New. 51 | 
Upon the other hand, as to vie matters, I X 
have declared, in the fulleſt and moſt explicit 
manner, what, I am perſuaded, is the Seripture 
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fully appreciated the value 
ſitution;"as I ebe wude when lo 


of | he: a e —— enge Wer Urs. 
monition had excited in the breaſts of many, 
againſt "my" and myſelf. I _ often 


felt this with great: bile, © Her boy eo 15 


With cheerfulneſs I obey the eee 
dun eotistryp und bleſs Gi 


liberty of conſcience it recognizes. May God 
avert any diminution of our religious privileges, 
which would weaken the attachment of thou - 
ſands to the government, occaſion the emigra- 
tion of multitudes, and filling the priſons witli 


people of a new deſcription, would open the 


door, in the end, to proceedings perhaps little 
expected by its prime movers, and at which; 


| od for its many ad van 
tages, and I am particularly grateful for the 


Scotland. ſtands're 
rionofihuraan engen 
We all webe, 8 lov 
8 — Was raiſed to the _ "50 
religious toleration, enden ee 5 
s their fellow cz 8 When k 
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— | | | ; 
hes „ —.— than was . 
manifeſted upon that ocgaſion,.by thoſe; at. leaſt. 


of theſy wen vd men ane; 0:doubt they r t 
well ; but. truly they knew. not what nander 
of ſpirit they were of. The 
however, was more cb rere A and, judged _ 

more wiſely i in the matter; and — unalienable ) 


right of conſcience, which is beyond\the/domi. | 
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— acknowl edge. & 
Without — ai concede, 
liar thers is not one e 
thy whole Bible, to ebantenanee any Kind of 
religious perſeeution, under the New Teftament 
diſpenſation, upon whatever" ret ee, exper 1. 
ence has proved, whether govertiment, or thoſe 
who oppoſed the meaſure, were in the right. 
The Roman OCatholies of Britain have fince 
elves as loyal and faithful ſubjects, 
man eee eee 


ma which defended . ant pri 
againſt the intolerant bigotry of altnoſt d v 
Fm T 
ſent day, as well as numbers 
againſt the religious liberty of the 
tholies, who have not* ſo learned Chrift,” and 
WhO dé not now ſo grie vouſſy miſunderſtand 
the Seriptures, as to deſire to . hits felt. 
Zion by petfecution, or injuſtiee. 


The General Aſſembly of the Oh a 


2 


land, although they joined in the populaf cry, 
d and recorded in their meeting, May 
24. 1779. the e following Tehtifffenty” A came 
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erbe, Genen Aﬀemily vf the church af 
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1 every. denomination.” 0 
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= 1 10\coun 
3 ſpirit of eee wh 
4 graced, Europe, and 


to the general peace 


| for many. years, but if. again, let look e | t 
ſpeedily rekindle thoſe murderous: flames, Which 
humanity fondly; hoped had ingui y 
tor N VVV | 
85 An the, \prefent times, 15 owing t to SPE late 1 | 
3 | 


more ſudied and better underi bod. 15 Chri- 
ſtians, than ever it was before, peed the Refor- 
mation *, and I believe there vas "op 
When, upon more ſolid and ferip 
they held the duty o of fubmif 
| they doat preennrt t.. 
The excellent ſermons by Mr ig and Me 
Braidwood f, which on this head ſpeak the ſen- 
timents of all of us alluded to in the Paſtoral 
Admonition, without one een known to. 


me, declare this to be the caſe. I 
We can certainly alſo ſay with Tertullias, 
the apologiſt of Chriftians in the third century, 


after he had refuted the 24 calumny Chri- 
iant feeding upon infants in their ferret mei- 
ings : * NoTHING 18 MORE FOREIGN TO us THAN 
POLITICAL CONCERNS,” | We can, with him alſo, 
affirm, * how readily and conſcientiouſly we pay 
all taxes, without that ſpirit of fraud, deceit and 
evaſion, which 0 r mana in an matters.” | 


Y The JoArine of Poſfbe Obedien ws; mae in former 
times, was maintained on very — arm from thoſe on 
which the ſubmiſſion of Chriſtians to civil OR is reſt- 
1 4 . 1 1 


aw. 


&Y 


4 See Mr Breidwood's Sermon, preached 3 in the Baptiſt 

Meeting-houſe, Richmond-Court, Edinburgh, Aug. 4 . 1799, 
entitled, Loyalty Enforced by Arguments which are Found- 
ed upon Juſt Views of Civil Government. 
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vy ur ann we are PR ROS" "oY 
under any government. | Indeed it would bes 
clear proof that theſe were not derived from | 
ter the Riblye enen ber mund Tan gay” country 5 — 
and any government that wer Gig un man a. „„ 
iſt. While, however, for the reaſons given, We „ 
| wad ſubmit to all governments, without at - "of 
tempting to interfere, in altering their arrange- 1 
ments, We are only called to approve of what is 
| Approbation and ſub. 
wife on in politics are wholly different, Faith! |} 
=. FR ET Let aa 2 
the former, The \Ghriſtiag can approve of no- : 
thing, however ſanctioned, which does not ex- 
comport n the repealed will of en; 
is did. — pponny ee = 
and good evil; that put darkneſs for light, and Js 
light for darkneſs ; that put bitter for ſweet; 
and ſweet for bitter.“ While his duty reſpect. 
ig ſubmiſſion to governmen is Clearly pointed 
out, he is taught to keep, at a diſtance from 
dbles, and a party-ſpirit, which would 
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party · quab 
__ gnaw like à worm at the:r00t of all 3 ö 
95 and uhile he avoids the paths of worldly ambi- 
tion, and fits looſe to the little arrangements of | 
| N he will regard the hiſtory of nations and 
the events of the day in which he lives, as thoſe | . 10 
operations of Providence by which the Lord is 
een forward, and unfulding hie mighty 
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men. As free, and not uſing your li 


the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears 
are open unto their prayers. But the face of 


is he that will harm you, if ye be followers of 


is in you, with meekneſs and fear. Having a 


Iwo F RY nds eames 50 1 A 7 
ny fellow-Chriſtians with 0 he om n act, ere lane Ys 
__ Know, ad be eſtabliſhed in the, ren ITS. 


of an for the Lade ſas 1 1et! 5 
king as ſupreme, or unto gove wach rs; as unto them An 5 
that are ſent by him for the puniſhment of evil 

doers, and for the praiſe of chem that do we 5 


for so 1s THE WILL oF Gob, t | 
ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of aur N 
a cloak of maliciouſneſs, but as the 8 1 
God. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honour the king.” „The eyes of 
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the Lord is againſt them that do evil. And who 


that which is good? But, and if ye ſuffer for 
righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye; and be not 
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; 
but ſanctify the Lord God in your hęarts, and 
be ready always to give an anſwer to every 
man that aſk eth you a reaſon of the hope that 


good conſcience, that, whereas they ſpeak evil 
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of you, as 541 . RG may be atoms) . 

that falſely accuſe your good converſation in 
Chriſt. For it is better, if the will of God be 
ſo, that ye ſuffer for well doing, than for evil- 


doing.“ 94 If ye be reproached for the name of 


Chriſt, happy are ye; for the ſpirit of glory and 


of God reſteth upon you: on their part he is 


evil f. oken of, but on your part he is glorified. 15 


But let none of you ſuffer as a murderer, or as 


a a thief, or as an evil: doer, or as a byſy - body 
in other men's matters. Vet, if any man ſuffer 
as a Chriſtian, let him not be aſhamed, but let 
> him glorify God in this behalf.” | 


| Theſe, and the other exhortations of the apo- 


ſtles of Chriſt, expreſs : my ſentiments reſpeQting 


obedience to civil government, and the rules 
of conduct to he obſetved in civil ſociety; and 
1 pray God, that I and my friends 295 ye al- 
1 0 enabled to act n them, | 
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N the preſent eventful period, many things concur to 

attract your attention. You ſee the Lord coming 
out of his place to puniſh the nations.“ You hear of 
* wars and rumours of wars.” „Upon the earth is diſ- | 
treſs of nations, with perplexity, mens hearts failing them 


for fear, and for looking after thoſe things which are com- 


ing on the earth.” But a more pleaſing object preſents it- 
ſelf to your view, namely, the exertions which Chriſtians | 
are now making to ſpread the knowledge of their Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chrifl, and which are unequalled in the 
annals of modern times. 3 
Miſſionaries are either on the way, or already engaged ' 
In © preaching repentance and remiſſion of fins” in every 
quarter of the globe. The attention of Chriſtians of eve- 
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ligion, and the neceſſity of ago 


ry denomination has been ca 


they were © verily guilty" in remaining fo Jong mai, wy 
and whilſt they lament the time they bave loft, they ſeem | 
determined, by future N to make their 1 much 


glected brethren e an in their power dane 
of ſtriving about- Ry I rotit ew Rove Rave hits to 


ſh the flame © 


ture under heaven 


But hilf tbe attention of Chriſtians bis b 


their brethren at hit 


inſtruction, gave many à ptatilible handle to dect y for eign 


t be meaſures for domeſtic 
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periſhing beathen brethren. They haye ere 


Oy 


| oppoſe the ye; aan enemy. May the Lon himſelf che. Tr 
: zeal he has Liane, and may the ever - 5 5 
| laſting goſpel ere long, . to the commiſſion given 


by the Loxn to his diſciples, "preached 0 . Nos ; 7 


towards the heathen, they have not been uten of - 
e, many of em are likewiſe ! pe- 
riſhing for lack of * In our land, multitudes | 


are going down hy the g te with a lie in their right 1 
| nil, 7 thinking t mſelves Ch iſtians,” becanſe born . 
what is called a Chriſtian! begs y: The low ſtate of re- 
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"miſfions. It even damped” the zeal of Tome 5 5 people, _ 


who were ready to exclaim,” We Save Bear bent enough ut 


Bome. That there are many Tuch, is a melancholy but un- 
doubted fact. Inftead, however, bf" neglecting their coun- 
trymen, while they attempted, foreign m1 


ons, Chriſ- 
tians have been led to make uncommon exertions to pro- 
mote religion at home, fince their attentibn wes foigetit- 


rally directed to the ſtate of the heathen. Mang Sabbath 
ſchools have been erected, thouſands of religious tracts have 


been circulated, and the goſpel has been preached both in 


_ villages and in the ſtreets of many towns in Scotland. 


Various aſſociatione have been latel * formed in England to 


ſpread the knowledge of falyation in our native land, nor 
| have ſuch endeayours been hithertb without effect. 


While we ſincerely pray for the ſucceſs of every das- 


ty whoſe views are directed to the propagation of the goſ- 


-pel, we cannot but remember, that much remains to be 


are few,” We therefore call your attention to a new and 


"done. © The harveſt is plenteous, and till the labourers 
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tian can be inf 
ihren we e aſſiſtance- We earner ere 
| your advice, - and ſupport. The- 


r. You have hitherrs-# abounded an this grace, 
yon bad reaſon to regret. what you have thus 

bo ag Lord." Continue to: „ deviſe. liberal things, 
___andbyi liberal things yo ſhall ſtand.“ There is that 
ſenttereth, and yet increaſethy and there is that b 

| N more than is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.“ 

Tou cannot be ignorant of the wretehed 
Sends of your countrymen in reſpect of teligion. > With 
the ſcriptures in their hands, (which is doubtieſt an aggra- 
vation of their guilt); they! are as ignorant of the way of 
ſalvation as the natives of Otaheite. The Bible is to them 
as a i treaſuie in the hands of @ fool.” They ſeldom or 
never hear the pure unadulterated doctrines of dhe goſpel, 
and being unaceuſtomed to reſſection and ſt udy, they will 
not examine for themſelves. - This makes them doubly the 
objects of your compaſſiou. Gonſider their ſituation. Do 
not paſs by, like the prieſt and levite, but, bike the good 
Samaritan, haſten to their aſſiſtance. If thou fotbear to 
deliver them that are dra ten unto death, and thofe that are 
ready to be ſlaiu ; if thou ſayeſt, Behold we kneu it not; 
doth not he that pandereth the heart gonſider it and he 
that Keepeth the ſoul, doth he not know, it? and ſhall he 
nor nder to every one to his works?“ i 


Tou, brethren, know the; terrors- of the Lord, and es | | 


we ogctvieun that the wrath of: God abideth on the chil- 


garen of difobedience.”| . You remember the time when . 


yourſelves were fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ferving di. 
vers luſts and pleaſures 5 and you bleſs the Lord, that, W. 
ving * and beljeved - * * * of reconciliation,” 
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* e of our 
To whom then can we lodk for it, hut to 
Nen EY e by your means, 3 


©, converted from the. error of their way, and ſouls ſavedt 
From death! «© 


1 g:of\him. that was ready to pe- 
Tiſh ſhall come upon vou.“ Added you not a 
fully aſſiſt in an undertaking. involving conſequences Mm 


g important 20 the ſouls of men? rz Ae ph? 3-42 Sage, 


'- Brethreri; the time is ſhott.?? Whatſoe ver, tl 


your hands find to do, do it with your might. Let it at 


always be:ſaid, that the children of this world ate wiſer 
in their gene tation thaw the children of light. Had we 
brought forward ſome plaufible method of enriching our- 
ſelves and; others, ent - would not haue been 
wanting. The = true riches? have been comminted' to 
your care and will you not endeavour to communicate 
them to others? Freely:you have received, freely 3 
yourſelves heard the glad tidinge-of falvation, like 
the Sa- 
viour of finners. Remember that the Lord. Jeſus has ſaid, - 
% Ihoſoever ſhall do his commandments, and teach them 


| ſhall be oalled great in the kingdom of heaven. « -- 1 


We are ſeuſible of our — to be employed in 
the Lord's ſervice. and of our unfitneſs for the work: But, 
in a humble dependence on the grace of the Saviour, we 
engage in the arduous undertaking. Brethren, pray or 

us, that in meekneſs and lowlineſs of ſpirity with holy zeal 
e 


heart, we may be guided in the path of duty. - | 4 
In employing Itinerants, Catechiſts, or others, we 2 
not confider ourſelves as conferrin N upon them, 
or appointing them to the paſtoral office. We only pro- 
poſe, by ſending them out, to ſupply the —— of grace 
wherever we perceive a deficiency, and in this way of ap- 
plying our funds, to uſe our judgment, both in chookig 
labourers, and in pointing out the nature and ſphere of their 
labours. Our intentions. . be miſrepreſented. | We do 


ord Jeſus is fooliſhneſs,” we — - | 
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A the tongue.” Men may © ſpeak many! 
falſely for Chriſt's ſake.” But“ if ye be repr pached for be 
name of Cur t. app ure 1 TPirit of Math ad 


wk ns you. W p oe 


Vou may alſo ſuffer from the: your eſs to of i= of your 


Chriſtian brethren, who, miſunde dur purpoſe, 
and alarmed at the appearavcr of innovation, — ear- 
neſtiy deſirous of the ſpread of the goſpel, may not at 
once approve. your: defign., But let none of; theſe things 
move von. Having in view the — 
ſqnls, ke nebing deten vou from purſuing ſo intereſting 
an object. Embrace the preſent opportunity of exerting 
EE the ſervice of-:your bleſſed Lord. n 
peaceful followers. of the Prince of peace, 
W 8 * o 


work ! Gall eee het — fe In then 

their e viſitation. The Lord hath ſaid, Occupy 
till I come.“ 4 Therefore, beloved brethren, be ye Ned. 
faſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch a Je know that your labour; is not in 


vain in the Lord. 7 5 * * Tt Ut 1 ot ee ter. To 4 . oY 2 TE 0 
of - I 1 ; 8. 
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4th, To correſpond with, aud, when thheviiiry; todefray 
the expences of ſuch miniſters, ur others apptoved by the 
Society, as may be willing to preach in towns and villages 
in the neighbourhood, on Sibbaths or week days. N. B. 
Such to ſend regular quarterly reports to the Society. 
JItb, To correſpond with any Societies or individuals Sto 
| have the ſame object in view. In Wort, to — wy: ap- 
Proved plan of religious inſtruction. Fa ee 
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VII. The « Committee ſhall hold Sued, 3 — 5 


— 


| 1 Mexting of OO Fe be 
; the ſecond Thurkday * ne 3 9 ; 8810 
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III. The Secretar Treafare: 
be members of the Committe. e 
Iv. The prefeat Committee. ſhall, a B's 1 5 the mot 


V. No member. of the C 


VI. Every e d the e ar 


on the firſt Tueſday of every month, at five o'clock after. 
noon, and tar hape g adjourn frock time to time. 
as buſinefs may 


VIII. It mall 5 the duty of 2 to. calle, 
arrange, and cirealste whintever information, they way 
judge important. reſpecting the w_ of. the . Society, and 
upon by the general Wer 


IX. If be 
Society any bufineſs ſhall occur, which admits not of de- 


lay, and involves important: conſequences, the Secretary, 
by direction of the Committee, ſhall call an extraordinary 
general meeting, and. ſhall lay the matter before * 


Such buſineſs hall be ſ eile in the . BY 
X. The, ee ſhall regularly 
their proceedings to the Society. e 
XI. It ſhall be the duty of the 


XII. The Treaſurer thall annually lay Ps ay 12 
giety an account af their receipts and diſburſements, pes 
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y thall publiſh acoounts oft er" plans and pro- 


orddings, receipt and expenditgre, and communicate every 


information which may be «material enabling eie 
"cordy.et" and y ceſs 

and ſhall requeſt the aid of their pr , of their advice and. 
of their fabſtance, as individuals as Ke roy and as con- 
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ths * 3 who is propoſed for: Amiden, Sal be 
n benefaGhar to. the Sogiety, and ſhall declare, his full ap. 
probation of every article in the printed regyiptions under 
the head, General Deſign, . ll A 
. New members ſhall be, Propoſed, and their lein 
nade, at a General Meeting of the Society. : 
11 No perſan ſhall be. eee for adn 
lected a member at the ſame meeting. 
IV. The election of members ſhall be made a ballot, 
and the member. propoſed ſhall de e ö five- | 
xs of the members proſent. 
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being previoully examined and approved of by the Society. 
II. Every Itinerant muſt Keep'a regular journal of his 
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III. They ace to endesvour to ſtrengthen the hands of 
all faithful miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt of whatever denomi- 
pation, and, as far as:they. can, diſcourage all: bitter party 
ſpirit, whereyer. they diſcover it among Chriſtians. : 
IV. Tney ärs never to make any ele tion frond the 
Peoples unleſs expreſsly authoriſe by the Society. 
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ſhall begin the meeting by reading a portion of Scripture: | 
5 fie ſhall name three to engage in prayer ;z each 
perſon after prayer, to give out a part of a pſalm. 


N. B. Any, propoſal to alter, or. add to the above regu- 3 5 
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ed of by two Wr n prelents: 3 ono etibactbþ. 
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D EEFLY intereſted in you, and in Ae nee of that high- 

1y important work with which you are entruſted, we, your 

ſhade] in Chriſt, in the bowels of Chriſtian affe&ion, 

beg your ſerious attention to the following Inftruftions, 

which we hope, by the bleſſing of God, may be of uſe to 

you in the courſe of your labour s. "1 
In the fr 7 place, we remind you of the naſpeakeble | „ 

magnitude of the ſervice in which you are employed. Un- | 

leſs the habitual impreſſion of this abide on your heart, 

you will be extremely apt to do “ the work of the Lord 

negligently.” Confider then, we beſeech you, that you 

are engaged in an undertaking peculiarly important. It 

is admitted that many of our countrymen are- fitting in 

darkneſs, and in the region and ſhadow. of death, — 


entirely regardleſs of the great ſalvation, or adopting mi- 
| taken and dangerous opinions, ſubverſive of the pure and 
fimple goſpel of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. Our ſouls com- 
we ſend you out, dear bro» 


miſerate their ſituation: A 


£, 


darkaef 


called vou. We mm Sen ts revolve it in 
your ſeoret meditations. Through the deceitfulneſs of our 
hearts, we are apt, in ſome degree, to loſe an impreſſive 
ſenſe of the importance af duty, GCeaf 

the awfyl truths revealed concerning a future everlaſting 
ſtate, may be ever preſent to your own mind. While 
en ( know Se not the goſpel of our Lord 


cution of the 


ignorance, we hope, will i 
unſp 


3 the 2 — E the 2 
| ment of “ opening their eyes, of turning them from 
I , the power of Satan to God, that 

they may receive for giveneſs of fins, and an inhetitancp, 


iuſt 


to li 


zmong them — — by faith in Jeſus Chriſt. ? 
We cannot but be greatly cor 
you may well ———— the amar ad feel the. weight, 


aſe not to pray, that 


eſus Chriſt,” they are every moment expoſed to the exe 


to reſcue immortal fouls from this merited deſtruction, 
Your actually bebolding your brethren periſhing in their 

ſe your convictioa of *the 
importance of beinginſtrumeneal i in plucking 
them 48 brands from the burning. Think, we beſeech 
vou, think coptinually, on the 'unſpeakable magnitude of 


_ work. Though only ſucceſsful in gaining to the 98 | 
our-ongiſolitury individual, how ere the ene ö 


tion! ny: ES; TAS i} 2 e 1 1 9 1 Th $4 * 7 * 57 8777 ; 4 4 Af,” 30% 


Ia the gene place, we beg your pan 


are already furniſhed with general 


we will make a few remarks. {4 Gs 


good ſenſe will convince you of the propriety” of ſiridly | 


nn to it. W nnn | 


# 


as: 


ndemmup ſentence of the righteous law of 
God; from which there is no deliverance hut hy the be- 
lief of the truth A a mean in the hand of In¹⁰õὐỹt O m- 
nipotent, you. arg. called, by the publication of the goſpel, 


jcular-atthation to 4 
the namer in which! vou are ue condu@ your, million, 


For this purpoſe vo 
inſtructions in the printed rules of ee ra | 


s 


4 1 Ther of them contains an dane Aten aotirely 850 
hing on vol TrIeS either. in public or in priuate. Ou 
this we hope it is unneceſſary to ſay much. Tour own 


N 


| Py on ordeal my [160 TR 


2 


lives 0 al godlineſs and honeffy:? "You are calle te ef 
noy Phe fal- | 


the” peare'of the land in'w vou 
t approach towards feilition; diſcovers a 
frôm the authority of © : Chriſti . Theſe things 
religion are bound to enſoin; 
cbnduct. Study therefore to imitate the 


wiſe maſt neceſſarily hitder your uſefulnefs; and we are 


perſuaded, that love to the cauſe in which youare embark- 
ed, will prompt you carefully to obſerve the utmoſt cir- 
cumſpection of conduct. Men will be fufficiently difpoſed . 


of themfel ves to ſpeak all manner of evil againſt you and 


they may even call you mover of ſedition. Take good heed 
utter, chat yon give 1 not the 


to yourſelf therefore in this | 
Imalleſt ground for this aceufation. Tour work is too in- 
tereſting to admit of ſuch a e a from its p 
principles.” fol fa THER AP HY U0 Sos yr. 
The ſecond endrub regu 
10 partiality, their public charaGter, fbr amy der 
tion of ' Chriſtians, either eſtabliſhed or — but to 
exhort the people to attend wherever the goſpel is preach- 
gurity. . Vou ate ſent forth from the Society, dear 
brothe to prombte, not the intereſt of any particular par- 
j but the caufe of our Lord'Jeſus C Chrif- lr is admitted, 


that the Lord has his people among the various olaſſes of 


profeſling Chriſtians. Wherever the goſpel is -preached 
in purity, and men conſctentiouſiy afſbeiate together to © 
ſerve the ordinances of Jeſus Chrift, there he ovehfafe 
bis proferice'asd bleſſing-- We truſt" the; period tiaſtens, 


| 1 the people of God, who are all of one family, who 


| takers of the ſame privileges, and who look forward 
to to one inheritance nee, ſhall walk together as k btethren in unity, 
being helpers of each others faith and 10% In the mean 
time you are enjoined, as an itinerant 


differ. Tou are required to know nothing awong the 


and in erueifled. AN is, to roufe the at- 


pn 12] 


——— bn 
a e of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Kingdom is not of this world. To act other- 5 


irir'and | 


Lethon dire&s itinerante 6. e 


this Society, | 
not to interfere with the leſſer matters in which Chriſtiais 


zple where vou mag y be called to labour, ſave Jeſus Chrift | 


f regeneration 5 . of. ihe "Sv / 
bas avi own power or righteouſanſs; edake all; 
— the atonement of Jeſus; Chriſt for the ſalvation, rug 
to che neceſſity of belicying in him for the remiſſionof fins; 
and to the indiſpenſible obligation of holineſs in heart and 
life. When men are ſavingly inſtruſted in theſe firſt; prin- 
ciples of tlie oracles of GMod, they will go on to perfection. 
» In the courſe of your itineraney, we recommend toyou _ 
to hear thoſe miniſters only who preach evangelical doc- 
trine. Should you happen, however, to hear men of 2 
—— you: = 3 een m | 


" Youu ired by the bird g 3 * 
— t —.— the; — all faithful. ae, * 
Jeſus Cheb, of iobateuen party.. Mt A ogy miniſter; of 


Jeſus Chriſt is a precious character. In ſtrengthening his 
hands, heloved, you effectually promote the important end 
of your appeintmentf Tour ſtay. in any place is tranſient, 
bis. is flationary, ' If the Lord:honour you as the happy 
inſtrument of —— attend on the means 
of grace, hat beneficial.conſequences may ariſe from it? 
In the neighbourhood of many of the places through which 
you paſo, there may be churches of ſome denomination, 
where the goſpebãs preached. Endeavour to r 
information as to this: and preſs upon all to whom Fou , 
have acceſs} the neceſſity of attending on divine ordinances. 
Tell them of the ineſtimable value af the goſpel of Chriſt; 
of their extreme need of it; and of the —5 danger of 
neglecting it. Tou will chns diſcover your impaxtial re- 
gard to the cauſe of Chriſt, and mne love to 
Precious ſoule e e ee ee TO eee 
„Nothing is 3 genius of Clizidianity, 
than bitter party ſpirit... Lou are therefore an ** 
quired to diſcourage it, o far as your influence, ex 
Mutual forbearance- is the incumben duty of Chri ians. 
Inculcatè this duty on every occaſion Why ſhould hre. 
hren fall out by — — ?-Beware 
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Remembering the gall an the wormwood of a natural ſtate, 
vyuu will beſeech men to: be reconciled to God and to flee 
Enjoying the cnſolations of | 
che goſpel; you will — —— to taſte | 
leamities. of a future ſtate, you ee e e e 


from the wrath ta come. 
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and exemplary dehaviont. $a 1 ne I: Ls 20 * * Hen . n wil. an 2 


Wick regard to the 


„7 — Icio mas 


neceſſary to add a word. It no doubt gives you peculiar . 


fatisfattion, that you have it in yu. power to tell — 
hearees, that you ſeek not theirs: bug abn. Be partieu - 


larly watchful, that, in no inſtance, you diſaover a cove- 


Having thus brieffy called your attention to the C 
the ſpirit oflavs, e 
ft | en had. Thoſe 
be e e incovbiic work, will find it ne- 


and in the helief of this e have em 
therefore be fully 


Four 

bly lay the crath before; others. if yon diſcern nat its glory 
ani feel not its ĩimportanee ij and hon you abide in the 
— — you be not frequently em · 


played in teading and meditating; on the word of God; 
in ſecretly, pouring out your heart to you,. heavenly Fa- 
ther ;. in exexeiſing faith in his promiſes 3 and in the b 


ther means whereby the Lord inertaſeth grace in the hearts 


Nothing will mare direttly tend to hurt 
the cauſe which the —— Ä—Ä— bands. 


| at Regulations of the Hociety, er ill TIS in, | 


— 


cefſary to give curueſi hae to this matter. Me truſt you 
have felt, in your owa ſouh the power: of divine grace; 
ployed yon. Nou will 
convinced of the neceſſity of attending 
to this advice. Much of your comfort in the eourſe of 
—— — hall you comfor ta - 


af his children ! Then are yu moſt likely to ſpeak to the 


dee peſt impreſſion. of divine truth on out ohn heart. 


ani ſee that the Lordi is 
he cannot eſcape f he e ce great adele. 1325 


of others, when you have the 


mud ee A ſucceſs, ws 15 $651 
Ne beg yon would frequen recal to mind the 
eb, in the preſence of: God, and ins the Quat | 
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2 ain; — — of 9 your 
eduntrymen ien knowiedge nee by Je- 
n - fas Qhtiſt? D * LIT BY 93488 We. 
7 2. We — fa account from our 
; . ions for teaching the 
dactrines of ſalvation: os marry" rt wu, in 
- [the preſence of that God who ſearcheth the heart, 
_ what are the motives hy which you ure led to uffer 
e yourſelf for this ſervice ? is it from ſupreme love 
to God our Saviour; from an affectionate cons 
BOT ſal vation of your felllow - ſinners pands 
vi | finoer defire to promote the Redeemer's tin 
454 ae from aay diſſatisfaction with your: r former 
. -  #Atuation in life 5 from any hope of re pe. 
h If ——— edit conſide ratio? 
8. Are you willing to endure hardneſs in this eder. 
taking; and is it your deſire, in the event of ops 
8 o co mit © it wachen in 
iran 110 98 i ein: 
* Is it your firm eee e Psi 
grace, implicitly to follow the word of God as your 
rule, and to depend e ee fe wal 
_ ceſs in your labour? 0. 
An rat, Do yon ripe e follow the int 
ons given to itinerant preachers and catechiſts 70 
ad e printed rules of this Society; reſolving, hy di- 
vviñne aſliſtance, to behave in that holy, mee and 
Sg 4 . manner, which becomes a perſon employ- 
ed in ſpreading the religion of Jeſus; which man 
6-24 —— Je uſefulneſs as an Htinerant'y | 
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dhe fpirit in which youonght, ro ourſe: itz are highlyſalema: | 
Hey depends on your acting agreeably to them. We 
beſeech the: Lord to enable vou to do ſo ; and we tarneſtly | 
exhort you, dear brother, to continue iuſtant in 2 


that you may be ſtrengthened againſt; evety ter n, 
by means of which vou might prove unfaithful. 
Lou have ſaid. it is your determination d labour cn 


 fantly in the important duties of yout office: See then 
that you improve every dpportunity of uſefulneſs. One 
ſoul is of more value than the whole world. Ib be the 
means 3 2 8 ba ſoul, i is. 2 — 


neſs in this undertaking. | 7 Wadarotagy: 0 


ties do await you, If you go on with Lacie and zeals 


Satan will raiſe oppoſition. Vou may experience the trial 
of cruel moek inga. Your intentions may be miſrepreſent- 
ed: and while you breathe peace and good will to men, 
you may be branded, like the Saviour, as a: peſtilent fel- 
low, perverting the nation. But, beloved, let none of 
theſe things move you. Attend to the benediction of your 
great Maſter: 4 Bleſſed are ye, hen men ſhall hate yo 
and when they ſhall __ you from their company, and 

ſhall W vou, and caſt out your name as evil, for the 


Son of Man's fake. Recs ye in that day, and-leap for 
joy; for behold your reward is great in heaven.“ Be 


not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled. It is ſure- 
ly enough for the diſciple that he be as his Maſter, and 
the ſervant as his Lord. If they have called the Maſter 


of the houſe Beelzebub, how. much more {hall they call 


them of his houſehold ?---But let none of you ſuffer by 
your. own imprudence or miſmanagement.. This muſt add 
a ſting to your ſufferings, and render them extremely bit- 
ter. Commit Jourdelf to the © care ** that Lord whom * 


a 5 5 a * 
* 1 55 
+ * . 10 


W k rt you. needs make wn 
clear before 22 üg to Paul is equally n 

ſed to you, My grace is ſufficient for von;“ ud with 
1 alſo, you 4 55 ground to ſay, „ can do all things 

through Chriſt ſkrengthening me. ” Continue patient in 
well-doitig looking unto Jeſus, who, for the joy that was 
ſet before him, endured the veel delpiling the- Thame, = 
is ſer down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

. A-Chriſtian in this! world is a pilgrim and a rang. er: 
a Chriſtian Miffionary is fo in a peculiar manner. Ex- 
pect not therefore to meet with every thing to your with 
as to external accommodation. Tour Saviour had not 
where to lay his head. On ſowe vecalions, indeed, when | 
travelling on foot through the cities and villages, of Judea, 
there were friends who kindly welcomed Jeſus to their 
houſes ; at other times, as on his laſt journey to Jerufalem, 
when his diſciples entered into 2a village to make ready for 
him, the inhabitants would not receive him. In ke 
2 ſome from whom you lock for kindneſs, may not 

be diſpoſed to ſhe w it. Let not this, however, diſcourage | 
you. Means ate in the aud of the Lord nor ſhall you 
want any thing chat is good for you. While you faith- 
fully purſue the great objeck of ht appointment, „Provi- 
dence may raiſe u friends who ſhall count it their honour 
tore brin 50 forward on your journey after a godly | 
fort.“ Butlif, inſtead” of being received with joy, you 
ſhould be treated with contempt, and even thrufl out of the 
city, remember that thus it was dope to Him, whs is Lord 
of all. Out Saviour hath left us the example of as 4 
dead to this world, and all its enjoy ments. May you 
eminently imbibe his ſpirit, and walk in his ſteps!" | * | 
We beſeech you, dear brother, to behave, as you fo- 

lenialy promiſed, in that holy, mee 3040 prudent manner, N 
which becomes a, perſon aire} in promoti Wink the Br, 
gion, of Jeſos. Many eyes are upon you. 
every part of Four conduct. Walk in _ wiſdom 1911 
them that are d thout, redeeming the time. Watch al- 
Ways. Ceaſe *. 0 pray, that the Lord may guide, d. 

8 5 and Se you. Ker your own dee 
and Jeu r to, fall. 1 ER ſituation, N 
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will unfit you l nh work ; while it naturally deſtroys 


your internal comfort. Be not ambitious of the applauſe 
of men, Stop * ear to the voice of flatter x. "HE bod + 
e 


hriſt mould be a character exemplary humble. Thoſe 
hom the Lord exalteth, he abaferh in their own fight.--- 
Under deep impreſſions, then, of unworthineſs and infufff- 
ciency, lift up your eyes, beloved, to the Lord, from whom 
_ cometh your help. Your God, if 985 truſt in him, will 
ngt ſuffer your foot to be moved. 


you from all evil. The Lord ſhall preſerve your going 


out, and coming in, from this time forth, and even for 


. * * 


eyermore. _. 


it is the prerogative” of God to give the increaſe. The 


kingdom of God cometh not With obfervation. He who 


blefleth the ſpringing of the ſeed, and who crowneth the 
year with his bounty, will not fail in fulfilling his pro- 
miiſe. * My word, ſaith Jerovay, ſhall not return uuto me 
void; but it ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it 
ſhall proſper in the thing whereto J ſent it.“ “ In the 
morning therefore ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening with- 
hold not thine hand; for thou knowelt not whether ſhall 
proſper, either this or that, or whether they ſhall be alike 


of ſpirit is pectiliarly neceſſity. In the courſe of yout I& 
bours; you will frequently meet with temptations to pride. 
How dangerous to yield to the corrupt motions of dur 
_ own ſpirits, while engaged in the ſervice of God! Pride 


* 
(* 


e Lord ſhall preſerve 


„Be not diſcouraged, though, for a ſeaſon, you ſee little 
fruit of your labours. It is yours to plant and to water, 


good. If, by the grace of God, you can adopt the affir- 


mation of the apoſtle, © We are not as many that totrupt 
the word of God; but as of ſincerity, but as of God, in 
the fight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt;“ you ſhall alſo have 
fellowſhip with him in his exultation, Now thanks be 
unto God, who always wx 08 1 to triumph in Chriſt, 


8 
5 
* 
\ * 
5 


Me are aware that it is extremely difficult to lay down 


rules applicable to the variqus circumſtances in which you 


may be placed. A great deal, therefore, muſt be left to 


x 
- 
1 


| 
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| your own prudent management... Stody then to ſhew thy- 
| {elf approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to 
be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. It is im- 
that in eyery caſe you can be under our inſpection. 
ay you never farget, that you are always under the eye 
of God, and that to him you muſt give an account 
Much will aur hearts be grie ved, if, by your miſcon- 
duct, reproach ſhould be brought on the good work of the 
Lord in our hands. O may he preſerve you faithful to 
the end! Our prayers as individuals, ſhall he daily offer 
ed up for you; nor ſhall we ceaſe to pray for you in our 
aſſociated capacity. And now, we commend you to God 
and to the word of his grace. The good will * Him who 
dwelt in the buſh be on yon, when for a ſeaſon ſeparated 
from your brethren. Fear not, ſaith Jeſus, I am the firſt 
and the laſt. My peage I give unto you ; let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. Lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of the world !---Unto him 
who is able to keep you from falling, and to preſent you 
_ faultleſs before the e of his glory with exceediug 
joy; to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and ma- 
elt, nnn and power, both now and ever. Amen. 


i Yay, en 1 appointment of the Society, 
Joux RITCHIE, Secretary. . 
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Particular InsTRUCTIONS to Carkchlisre, 5 
as to the manner of 1 cheir La. 
Fa 8 i 


TuxE inttruction of Children i in the je priodiples of b Cbrifi- 
ay has been juſtly conſidered as an object of the greateſt 
importance; ; and wherever a revival of religion has taken 
place, it has been generally obſerved, that young people 

formed a conſiderable proportion of thoſe brought un- 

der its influence. It is the wiſh of the Society, therefore, 
that you bend your attention particularly to children, en- 
deavouring to inſtil into their minds the e of al 


vation th rough 3 a crucified Redeemer, 
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RAIN inſtruction. Tell the children that you: wer off 
them, and ardently defire to promote their happineſs ; and 


that in no way can this be done effectually, but by leading 
them to the true ene 15 they: t of Jeſus 
Chrift. 3 VT e 


Think not chat it is a mean eee to inſtruct 


| children. Our Lord Jeſus, when on earth, manifeſted a 


ar regard to little ones; he took them up in bis 
arms, laid his hands on them, and 1 them. - It is a. 
device of Satan, who is un illing to quit his prey, to re- 
preſent as trifling the inſtruction of youth. We pray 


God to give you the abiding impreſſion of its magnitude, 


When people in early life are brought to the ſaving know- 
ledge of the truth, the cauſe of God is even more ee | 
ed than by the converſion of adults. 
In the courſe of your itineraney, Wess wee collect the 
children in the firſt inſtance, and give them tracts ſuite{' for 
them. If they can repeat any queſtions or paſſages of 
Scripture, make theſe the ground-work of your examina-' 


tion. Aſk them ſimple queſtions, and endeavour to make 


them underſtand them. Long exhbortations are generally 


loſt upon children. By. frequent queſtions, and by aſking 


them to repeat ſentences after you, their attention is kept 
up; and their memories ſtored with divine truth. 

Grown-up perſons will generally attend you wherever 
you. go. It is eaſy to form an exhortation to them from 
the ſubjects which you have gone over with the young 
people. Repreſent to them the importance of Sabbath 
ſchools, of which you have juſt exhibited the model. 

In no caſe will you find it difficult to collect children, if 


| you diſcover any anxiety to get them together. Should 


there happen to be a conſiderable majority of old people, 


make the exerciſe as profitable to them as may be, by ex- 
hortation and prayer. It is not your province, however, 


to chuſe texts and diſcuſs doctrines. Lou were not ap- 


pointed a preacher, but a catecbiſt, and it is neceſſary that 


you confine yonrſelf to catechetical exerciſes alone. 
It is not the intention of the Society to ſhut you up 
from one opportunity of  heing uſeful to the Tewls of 0e 


n 64 therefore, on any occafion, * com: 
for ward, you will inform the' grown-up people,*that'you 
are a caterbiſ: ſent out from the Society; that. it is your 
principal object to inſtruct children: but as none have ap- 
peared, you will read a few queſtions of the Shorter Ca- 
techiſm with the Scripture- 6 85 and endeavour to ex- 
+ plain their meaning. Conclude your exerciſe with exhor- 
tation, prayer, and ſinging. Tour exhortation may be ei- 
ther founded on the queſtions you have e or on 
a large portion of Seripture. 

Theſe directions are ſoggeſted, as proper to be ble 
ved in the courſe of your journeys. When ſtationed in 
a limited diſtrict, your work is more ſimple. You are 
then to teach a rag omg th in the oo N re- 
ng the 


N 


get pern 619k to lrg the management 'of het. | 
and if poſſible to teach them. Having viſited them for 
ſome time weekly, you may then attend them once a fort- 
night, employing the vacant week in eſtabliſhing ſchools in 
another direction. By this means you will have thirteen 
ſchools under your inſpection; and if perſons, properly 
qualified, engage in teaching any of them, you are thus 
leſt at liberty to extend your influence in a wider cir- 
cle * 
The Society ws ede in you, that you will dili 
gently occupy your time to the beſt advantage. Your 
ſchools for religious inſt ruction will be moſt conveniently 
held in the evening, in order to give parents or others 
an opportunity of attending. If, therefore, in the courſe 
of the day, you can overtake it, it would afford the Socie- 
ty much pleaſure, could you teach a few poor children to 
read. You muſt alſo improve your leiſure time in pri- 
vate religious converſation with the parents of the child- 
ren, and in exhortytion and e with the fick. The 
| 


=. Theſe infiructions were framed, before the Society adopted the Fl 1 
tion in their plan, 1 p. 79. The Catechiſts have now a more en- 


I Argen vr of uſefulneſs. 


Tt» 23 1 | 
__— materially inder you 


very appearance of 1 
viefulneſs. 
Preachers and catechiſts Mut ſend to the ERP > 2 1 
_ © written account of their progreſs once a fortnight z\ 
and befides this, they mt aha = a L * 
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Part of A FO IRE Rakhi bold 


ed to the PROCEEDINGS of the SOCIETY 
for Propagating t the GosrkL at Home. 


RE Society have thus laid e the Public a full ac- 
count of their proceedings. They have fairly ſtated their 
preciſe objects, and leave it to their Chriſtian brethren to 
Judge of the probable utility of their deſign. 
A conviction in the minds of the members, that ſul 
cient means of religious inſtruction were not enjoyed in 
this country, gave birth to this inftitution ; and after ſome 
experience, they are fully ſatisfied, that their conviction i 18 
too well founded. 

Poſitive evidence has been afforded of the extreme bo 
norance of multitudes of our countrymen. It is unneceſ- 
ſary to enquire particularly whence this ariſes. It ſeems 
enough to ſay, that, while the fact exiſts, it is the incum- 
bent duty of Chriſtians to uſe means for the ſalyation of 
their fellow. ſinners. 

The Society rejoice that many doors of uſefulneſs have 
been opened to them; and with much gratitude they ac- 
knowledge, that their moſt ſanguine expectations have been 
exceeded. It ſeems a remarkable fign of the times, that a 
deſire for propagating the knowledge of the truth, ſhould 
be accompanied by a deſire equally ardent for hearing it. 
The fields are indeed white unto harveſt. May the Lord 
of the harveſt ſend forth many labourers, and. may weſe 

labours be crowned with remarkable ſucceſs : ; 


| 355 43 b Bi | 4 : i | / 2 
At hol outſet the Society were aware that lute * 


; might be miſrepreſented. In this country their object was, 
in a great meaſure new; and laid their account to 


meet with oppoſition. The beſt refutation, however, of ill- 
founded calumny, is the fimple ſtatement of facts. This, 


they preſume, 1s fully done in the preſent p phlet ; and 
| leave it to ſpeak for itſelf. © From it the 
| Public will judge, whether there be any foundation ſor the 


willingly 


infinuations which have been thrown out, that their mea- 


ſures are hoſtile to the government of their country. The 
principles of thoſe ſent out from the Sotiety are fully in- 


veſtigated; they are known to be men, who are ſubject᷑ to 


the powers that be, not only for wrath, but for conſcience 
ſake; and they are Arigly enj to-avvid entirely ſpeak- 


ing on politics, either in public or in private. In no in- 


ſtance has any ſent from the Society been found tranf. 
preſſing this rule“. Were they to do ſo, their connec- 


tien with them would be immediately diffolved. On 


the other hand, the Society are happy to ſtate; that in- 
ſtances have come to their knowledge, of ſome perſons who 
formerly entertained ſeditious principles, being con vinced 


of their errof, by having their attention led to the goſpel of 


Chriſt; an effect which muſt always follow, when the con- 


| ſelences of men are awakened to à concern Cor their ſouls. 


Equally groundleſs is the infinuation, that the Society 


wiſh to promote any particular form of church-govern- 


ment. The beſt proof of this is, that men of very diffe- 


rent ſentiments on that ſubject, are employed in their ſer- 
viee, The” Society itſelf confiſts of Chriſtians of vari- 


ous denominations ; and they rejoice, chat it has been in 
their power to aid the defire of good men to pabliſh the 


* whether they be Epiſcopalians, Preſbyterians, or 


ndependents. In thefe matters real Chtiſtians may differ; | 


And ſinners be rouſed to attend to the ſalvation of their 


ſouls, it is left to their own choice to join any conneQtion ; 


Pooh the © goſpel is eng g eee 2 N * {OY 


A repott was ka atk that a ct who ers 1 out. 


from the ite had diſperſed a politieal pamphlet. The Public, 85 ver, 
may be aſſured, that after the ſtricteſt e the report was W 
to be abſolutely falſe, | 5 
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giſtrates, to be ready to every good work,) it may be 
proper to make two remarks, The firſt is, that the terms, 
* principalities, powers, and magiſtrates,” are of a gene- 
ral nature. Terms of this kind are commonly uſed in 


every part of the New Teſtament, where our duty to the 


higher powers is treated of; and the reaſon ſeems; to; be, 


that the Chriſtian's duty ad them does not depend 


on any particular form of government. . It is not neceſſary 
for him to examine the comparative merits. of monarchy, 
ariſtocracy, or democracy; or to appreciate the excellence 


of a mixture of theſe forms, ſuch as obtains'in the Britiſh 


conſtitution; it is enough for him to know, that the prin- 
cipalities, powers and magiſtrates, call them what you will, 


are the exiſting and acknowledged government of the coun- 


try in which he lives. That point he cannot be at a loſs 
to aſcertain; and when it is enen he knows to whos 
the precepts of the text refer. 

The ſecond remark upon the words i * that aww, ſcers 
to be a gradation of duties here enjoined. Put them in 


mind, ſays the apoſtle, to be ſubject to prineipalities and 
4 powers, to obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every good 


% work.” Subjection is merely paſſive, and may be the ef- 
fect of Ae: Obedience implies activity, from regard 
to authority. Readingſs to every. good 8 ſeems to de- 
note an activity, which is cauſed, not ſo 

to authority, as to the excellence of the thing authoriſed. 


Every good work,” here, though an indefinite phraſe, 


ſeems, from the * to mean iert which 


IN the — ge our 8 | (Tit. 3 POT « Fut 1 in 
mind to be ſubject to principalities and powers, to obey ma- 


uch by regard 
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| ak: 0 
are gbod for Locisty; which eee promote the pubs. „ 
lic welfare; and as ſuch may be acceptable to the higher 1 
powers. The leſſon couched in this laſt clauſe, ſeems to 4 
be, that where a thing is truly good in itſelf, although it 
may not be abſolutely enjoined by authority, althongh it 
may be ſimply recommended, or even only encouraged in- 
directly; yet the Chriſtian ſhould cheerfully afford it his 
countenance z ſhould be active in endeavouring to give a 
favourable direction to public opinion; to raiſe the gene- 
andard of morals;; and to carry on every benevolent 
_ wid'uſefub-undentakings Here, therefore, he is enjoined 
to be, not merely ſubmiſſi ve mae Huſt zenlous; and | 
K d..: 
We ſhall proceed to the Leond thing tated which 
avec draw a few inferences; which ſeem to be warranted 
by onr»texty and by che other neee of nm with 
which it has been compared. I l eie 
Firſt, then, The ſubjection of « Chriſtian to che der 
powers ought to be Jonſcientious. Many ſubmit to go- 
7 * beeauſe — muſt: do n 185 They obe y, 
becauſe they dare not rebel. A period of anarchy they 
would welcome as à ſeaſon of emancipation and feſtivity; 
or, if they diſliked it, their motive would be, rather that 
of fear for the eonſequences towards themſelves; than that 
uf duty towards God and their neighbour. But the Chri- 
ſtian is taught, that the powers that be are ordained of 
God; chat they all exiſt by divine permiſſion and appoĩint- 
ment; nay, that the exiſting priwer is the miniſter ot God 
| to the Chriſtian for good. However imperfect human laws 
and human adminiſtration may be, he is ſenſible, that even 
a government ly bad, is better for ſociety than 
none. At any rate, he knows that the meaſures of the 
higher powers, Iike all things elſe, (ſhall work together for 
good to him, and to: all his fellow Chriſtians. He there- 
fore cheerfully ſubmits to the ordinance of God, and is 
ſubject, not only for wrath but for conſeience ſakkeeeQ 
Secondly, The Chriſtian's ſubjection muſt. be Uareſilt⸗ 
ing⸗ Many coufeſs their obligation of duty to the higher 
powers, but perplex themſelves with queſtions reſpectiog 
9 / the extent of that obligation. I have no heſitation in ſaying, 
| M | - 5 
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they are in perfect uniſon, both with the general morality 
A os DRE ns point, that ace 


chat 1 conceive the 8 8 ans 1 4 4 5 


ſolute. Whoſoever reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the or- 

% dinance of God: and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to 
< themſelves damnation.“ Theſe awful words are limit- 
ed by no exception; and however ſtrong they may ſeem, 


to be found in the New Teſtament. Fon t the ſtrongeſt caſe 
you pleaſe-z that, ſuppoſe, of perſecution, or of any violent 
dealing under form of law; the morality of the goſpel will 


till countenance the principle for which we contend. Ye 


< have heard, ſaith Chriſt, that it hath heen faid, An eye 


for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. + But I ſay unto yo. 
chat ye reſiſt not evil,“ Matth. v. 38, 39. GZeleved, 
A 2 1 yon it not ſtrange coneerning the fiery trial, which is . 
to try. you, as though fome ſtrange th ing happened un-— 


« to you. But rejoice in as much as ye are partakers of 
< Chriſt's ſufferings 5 that when his glory; ſhall be reveal- 
< ed, ye may be glad alſo-with/exceeding/joy. / If ye be 
< reproached for the name of Chriſt, happy are ye; for the 
« ſpirit of glory and of God reſteth upon you: on their 


40 part he is evil ſpoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 
4 But let none of you ſuffer as a murderer, or as a thief, 


<* or as an evil-doer, or as a buſy body in other mens mat- 


e ters. Yet if any man ſuffer/as a Chriſtian, let him not 
e be aſhamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf, 


1 Pet. iv. 8 If reſiſtance had ever been allowable 


in Chriſtians, it muſt ſurely have been ſo, when the liber- 


ty and the life of their Lord was attacked. But even then 
it was checked, and that not merely, becauſe he was de- 
livered by the determinate counſel and foreknowledge of 
God, but becauſe it is not ſuited to the nature of his king- 
dom. “My kingdom, ſaid Chriſt; is not of this world: if 
% my kingdom were of this world, then would my ſer- 
* vants fight, that I ſhould not be delivered to the Jews 5 
« but now is _ kingdom not v _—_— 15 * | 
Avi. 35. eg . 

If men in n power ſhould 5 an ne peobahatldg: us to 
obey an expreſs command of God; we could be at no los 
which of the interfering authorities to prefer. But there 


. * 27 1. 


-wayhe his —— where there is tete 
Tunis caſe receives à very happy illuſtration from the be- 
hhaviour of Peter and John, of which the account was a 
little ago read. When the Jewiſh rulers forbade what 

_ Chriſt commanded, thoſe apoſtles very E anſwered, 
„ We ſought to obey God rather than men ;” and they 
"A ated upon the principle of their anſwer. Bat they did 
not reſiſt the violent interruption that was given them in 

the diſcharge of their duty. They did not reſiſt the ſum- 
mons, nor the order of commitment. When: threatened, - 
they threatenednot again. When ſummoned a ſecond time, 
they obeyed as before, and that, although there was no 
compulſion. For we are told, that “ the captain, with the 
* officers, brought them without violence, becauſe: they 
s feared the people, left: they ſhould have bern ſtoned.” 
The force of this precedent ſeems altogether irreſiſtible. 
On the one hand, here was a ſet of murderers, endeavour- 
ing to conceal one ſin by committing another. That the 
blood of Jeſus might not — laid to their charge, they were 
commanding the apoſtles not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in his 
name, che nothing leſs than the ſalvation of the world 
depended on their doing it. On the other hand, here were 
men of the moſt onblemiſhed character, who had wrought 
a notable miracle, and were preaching heavenly do&rine, 
and their perſeoutors could ſay nothing againſt either the 
one or the other. What is above all to be remarked; the 
perſecutors had rendered themſelves odious, and the apoſ- 
tles, for the moment, were become ſo popular, that they 
might be ſuppoſed to have had the power, as well as the 
right, to reſiſt. If the people were ready to ſtone the eap- 
tain and his officers of their own accord, how much more 
would they have been ſo, if the apoſtles had given them 
any encouragement: A reſeue at leaſt might have been 
made, if not a deciſive rebellion. No ſuch thing, how 
ever, was attempted; and we may be well aſſured, that tio 
| ſuch thing would have been permitted. The apoſtles 
knew that in caſes of perſecution, the only lawful means 
of relief for a Chriſtian, is flight from one place to ano- 


ther; and when opportunity of doing ſo is denied, the 


1 will of. Chriſt * is, chat his ſervants ſhould be 


X WF 3 24 5. 7 ( 
* 2 5 5 : 2 > » | * 1 P N! 1 4 . 
* 3 6,4 4 ( 4 * - - ES 7 5 
* SY - wh t g TT N 
1 * y * S 
. > \ 1 F o * 
oa Ss > : 4 ve 
; % E 8 ; , . . 
S * N ; * . 8 Js ; 
; * 1 * 
PR >; . 4 
* 


. ee 1 them and he Gentle. t Marth. x28, 
23. n ee r 
It is hardly e wiv, that d ſubjeQion, 
thrawh utterly oppoſed to all conſpiracy and violence, does 
not interfere with the uſe of conſtitutional and ackno-w- 
ledged privileges. When impriſoned, when bound, when 
in danger of a partial trial, Paul availed himſelf of the 
rights of a Roman. His conduct on theſe occaſions may 
be explained by one of his own exhortations, 1 Cor. vii. 21. 


Art thou called, being a ſervant (or ſlave) ? care not for 


« it; but if thou mayeſt be made free, uſe it rather.“ The 
principle evidently was this obvious dictate of Chriſtian 


morality, which will alſo apply to the ſubject before us, 


that whatever Chriſt calls us to endure, we are to ſubmit 
to it with cheerfulneſs, and whatever he poets us bo 08 


ſeſs, we are to enjoy with gratitude. 


Thirdly, The Chriſtian's ſubjection 80 Difimereſted, 
Some men may think themſelves ſufficiently conſcientious 
in their duty to government, if they perform with common 


| honeſty any ſervice in which government employs them, 


and for which they receive an adequate reward. They may 
profeſs.loyalty, becauſe it is their intereſt to do ſo; —— in 
the true ſpirit of hypocriſy, be perhaps .officious to make 
their profeſſion, and cenſorious of thoſe who are not fo loud 
in making it as themſelves. Far be it from me to throw 
out this as a general reflection on thoſe who are engaged i in 
any public department. We are no doubt bound in charity 
to believe, that they are as conſcientious, generally ſpeaking, 
as men in other fituations of life. But it is ſurely not too 
much, for the ſake of illuſtration, to ſtate, as at leaſt a poſ- 


ſible caſe, that ſome men may ſeem to be Joyal, becauſe 


they have their price, either in poſſeſſion, or in expectation; 
that if this venal diſpoſition ſnould prevail, it would prove 
extremely embarraſſing to any government; and that none 
would be more dangerous to the hand that feeds them, than 
venal friends, if intereſt, which is a variable conſideration, 
ſhould ever tempt them to change their party. The Chri- 
ſtian muſt not be ſwayed by filthy lucre. He muſt ſub- 
mit 1 to every. ordinance of man, for the Lord's lake. 
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His-prineiple is'nt-otive exatied; and ſteady-. OY require: 
the moſt uniform fidelity of oonduct, whether he 2 
public or a private ſtation; whether his ſervices be iy. 
perly rewarded, or mo _—_ OT * be 2 . 
1 againſt een Me eh 7 oF 1055 N i WS: adit . DOT RATE EF. - 
Pourthly, The ſubjection of we Chriſtian wut be Res 
ful. Among thedues that belong to the higher powers, | 
it is ſaid, Render “fear to whom fear is due; honout 
to whom honour.” On the other hand, it is Mentioned 
as fin in the falſe teachers, that they deſpiſed govern- 
* ment, and ſpake evil of dignities.” We are in great 
danger of thinking little of ſin in theſe particulars; and 
yet no fins are more r with miſchief to ſociety; 
The difference between great and little among men, when 
viewed abſtractly, is no Gouda very trifling. We have the 
authority of ſcripture for ſaying, «Surely men of low de- 
*< gree-are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be 
laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than va- 
« nity.” Pſal. Ixii. 9. The poſſeſſion of power, however, 
is very apt to intoxicate the mind, and to render men over- 
bearing, haughty and vain. Hence, the inſolence of office 
has become proverbial.” The titles of dignity are frequent - 
ly extravagant, and are often retained, after the authority 
that belonged to them is ſo completely obſolete, that their 
very meaning is hardly remembered. On theſe accounts 
the pride of inferiors is ready to take offence ; and the 
ſame principle which makes the one claſs of ſociety tyranni- 
cal and oſtentatious, makes the other refractory and turbu- 
lent. When its workings are confined to the indignant 
feelings of the mind, or at leaſt to merely verbal expreſ- 
ſions of contempt, men are ſometimes diſpoſed to overlook 
it as harmleſs. There are ſome who would even encou- 
rage a licentiouſneſs · of ſpeech in the inferior claſſes, as 
a ſalutary check upon the manners of their ſuperiors. And 
there are others who conſcientiouſly refuſe to give titles of 
rank to a fellow creature, or ſo much as to uſe the ord! | 
phraſes of civility, under the notion that theſe things are | 
_  incenfiftent with a proper regard to the word of God. But, 
| except perhaps in the * caſe, the withholding of * 


4 


dess ef mpeg is che ſymptors of an ipfeper pls, 
. God requires us to exereiſe humility, not only towards tim, | 


but alſo towards one another. Where contempt: i is cheriſh» 


- ed; obedience will not long continue to be faithfully paid. 
The bands of ſociety will be probably broken, and authori - 
ty, robbed of its due reſpect, will have recourſe ta-coercion, 
ds the only remaiaing means to preſerve its exiſtence. 
Hege, the of party, and the dreadful commo- 
10, — civil wary 'which, however they may terminate, 
are pernigious in the extreme. I would — thoſe 
who may have gonſcientious ſeruples on the ſubject, that 
the ſcriptures recognize titles of office and dignity, as the 
means of pteſerving decency and order in ſotiety. Not 
to mention the numerous inſtanoes in the Old Teſtament, 
where ſervants of the Lotd addreſſed even heathen kings, 
with the ordinary compliments of ſalutation to royalty z 
we find Paul, when under perſecution, when rudely 1 ns 
terrupted by a Roman governor, and charged with inſanity, - 
. (which was certainly. very ignoble conduct), not on y 
replying with meckneſs, but uſing the language of reſpects 
* I ama not mad, moſt, noble Feſtus; but ſpeak forth the 
& words of truth ant ſoberneſs. Acts xxvi. as. 
- Fifthly, The ſubjection of the Chriſlian muſt be Pracs 
tical. Like every other part of his profeſſion, it muſt 
be evineed by werks. Among many of the profeſſors of 
loyalty, there is treaſon to fear, that this is not the caſe. 
It is amazing, for example, how little conſcience is made 
of defrauding the public. revenue. Men who are not 
ſuſpected of diſhoneſty in private tranſactins, will ſome- | 
times hafdly deny that they heighten their charge, if it is a 
demand upon government. Smuggling is often acknow- 
ledged, as if it were neither diſhoneſt or diſhonourable. 
Even perjury itſelf is awfully: common. A euſtom- houſe 
| oath is often held to be no further binding, than men are 
prevented by vigilance from breaking it. All theſe crimes, 
however er the Chriſtian — 5 abhor. The mul- 
tiplication of oaths in collecting the revenue, is much to be 
lamented. Bnt whatever improprieties may be committed 
in impoſing them, they are nevertheleſs a ſolemn appeal to 
the omniſeience of God and Oh future „ And if 


velß the unprodu@iveneſs-of | the tap wen eie 
| the expedieney of ſuch alteratious in the [000 works 
ſuit the intereſt, both of the fair trader asd of the Nato; 
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| ſurely better that he gave up his buſineſs. If chis condu&t "op 
were followed, (ſuppoſing a caſe that might require ir) $ 


things would be mare likely ſoon! to find their aws 


3 indeed, is a orime, not merely againſt govern- 
ment, but againſt the public at large. For if, through 


_ its frequency, the re vonue prove deſicient, it aan 


another tax muſt be levied on the honeſt; that the deficieney 
oceaſioned by the fraudulent may be made up. The pay- 
ment, therefore, of taxes, is at once an obvious and an im. 
portant duty. For this cauſe pay you tribute alſo, ſaith 
the a; for they are God's miniſters, attending conti- 
<< nually upon this very thing. Render, therefore, to all 
6 their dues : tribute to whom tribute 3 is due, cuſtam''ts 
* whom cuſtom;”” Rami xitic 6, 1. We have ſeen thut 
when a demand was made upon Ch 
levied on every Je for tlie ſervice of the 


ple; although, 


as Son of God, and Land of — ods e might have 
claimed exemptiqn, yet, that he might not give offence, he 
wrought = miracle, and paid the money. Again, when his 


enemies, wiſhing to entang 


though that emporor had no other claim, than frem what 
is called right of conqueſt; yet, ſiace his power was per- 


mitted in providence to exiſt, and his coin, in conſe wedice, 
or 


eirculated through the country, the anſwer was, 
« therefore unto Cœſar the things which are Oteſut s, and 
« unto; God the things that are God's.“ This was not an 


evaſive anſwer; as if he had ſaid,; Give every one bis own. 
Our Saviour did not give anſwers of that Kind. It was 


au expreſs declaration, that they ought to give to 


his tribute · money, and to God "hiv weltthiy and that Us! 


one duty was not only * onliſtent,” een wWieh dhe 
ether. , 190-98 W n ure rl an 
As it io ubolutodyite th to refuſe: paſings taxes, ſo Ie W\, 


very unbecoming in a Chriſtian to murmur at the amount 1 \ 


: * them. A Silver * are 


hriſt for- the half-ſhekel 


le him in ages re calle alkted” him 
- whether it was lawful to give tribute to Ceſar at not) als 


be ſo much Poorer g and ex is wr nk of + ah: Lord. 
Indeed, the precept to pay taxes ſhould be conſidered as a 
Had it not been W expreſaly, conſcientious 
mene have thought it neceſſary to know firſt how the 
money was to be applied ud to refuſe wherever they dif. 
approved of the expenditure. This would have given oc. 
caſion to endleſs trouble and contention. But now, in con- 
| ſequence of the expreſs precept, all oocaſion of ſcruple or 
uneaſineſs is removed; and, as of old, Chriſtians were per- 
mitted to buy whatever was ſold in the ſhambles; aſkirig no 
queſtions for conſcience ſake, fo now, whatever is impoſed. 
as a tax; it is our duty ſimply to pay, and to oe, 10 man 
an ching, but to love one another. N 
Sixthly, The Chriſtian's. ludjection muſt be Ties Com 
mon; honeſty-may lead other men to ĩimitate him in the pre- 
ceding — dd but here he will leave them wholly oe 
hind. Iuſtead of the ſelfiſh: ſpirit, which is contracted 
within itſelf, and which cheriſnies rather à füllen ma- 
lignity, than a generous benevolence towards the higher 
powers; the Chriſtian, animated by the love of God and 
his neighbour, is taught to offer up © ſupplieations, pray- 
ers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, for all men; and 
1 particularly for Kings, and for all that are in authority.” 
How delightfully does grace enlarge andelevate the mind! 
Not content with doing good to all, as he has opportuni- 
ty, and with rendering to all their dues, he ſtill feels the 


debt of univerſal love; and in order to anſwer its unlimit- 


ed demands, he draws by fervent effectual prayer on the 


inexhauſtible treaſury of heaven. Kings and men in au- 


thority, becauſe they are commonly. ich and mighty in 

the things of this world, are often thought to have no need 
of prayers. They are too much neglected even by Chriſ- 
tians, in ſecret and family devotion ; and whea public prayer 
is made for them, there is ſometimes viſible. a ſtrange in- 


difference, a cold formality both in the miniſter and in the 


people. Brethren, theſe things ought not ſo to be. It is 
like Cain to ſay of any man, t Am I my brother's keep- 


4er?“ We ſhould feel intereſted in other men, in pro- 
portion to the i inerten: and difheuky of their ſeveral 


* 


* 
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pringipal f lace in our requeſts to God. On their behavi- 
r meaſure, depends our own: happineſs, and 
the "happineſs of many. They may either be left to breathe - 
| and flanghter, or, by reſpecting the li- 
berty of conſcience, have the honour of being nürfing fa- 
thers to the Church of Qhriſt. Beſides, are we r 
x ? erned for their everlaſtiog/ſalyation? 


„in a great 


out threatenings 


| 18 4 with peculiar, temptations, | 
which render their danger extreme- What a ſad ine 


to lee men ſo much engroſſed by. affairs of ſtate, as 


e little time to think of the affairs of their on 


| ſouls.) "And. then, they are almoſt beyond, the reach of 
friendly admonition. A ſerious: Chriſtian is perhaps ſel- 
; dom 1 in their preſe nee 


„ What remains then, but that with 

1 earneſtneſs we .commend them to God, in whoſe 
ha is the heart of kings, and who turneth them as the 
rivers of water. This duty ſhould be enforced by a ſenſe 


of the many beneſits which. we enjoy from civil goveru- 
ment. At the ſame time the obligation of it does not de- 


pend on theſe. Not even the greateſt injuries could af- 
ford us a pretence for neglecting it. Was ever injury, like 


that of Jeſus, when, being delivered. by the determinate 


counſel and foreknowledge of God, he was taken, and by 
wicked hands crucified and ſlain? That injury was, in ſome 


| ſenſe, chargeable upon Jewiſh and Roman governors; yet 


were they certainly, included, if not chiefly intended, in 
that admirable prayer, Father, forgive them; for they 
« know not what they do.“ Luke xxui; 34. See alſo 


1 Cor, ii. 8. I have to add here, that the piety of the 


Chriſtian's ſubjeRtion i 1 in vain. Ten righteous men 
would have ſaved 8 d Gomorrha from the fire of 


heaven. Wicked menare 1 aware how much they owe to 
the unknown prayers of the Lord's people. And, whatever 
becomes of the wicked, precious in the fight of the Lord 

is the death of his ſaints,” If Sodom is to periſh, a ſo- 
litary Lot muſt firſt be —_ to haſte him, and Ne | 


for the deſtroying. angel cannot do any thing till he be 


come unto Zoar, If judgment is to begin at the houſe of 


i the Lord will lay r his ſervant, * Go 1 


4 
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and that cry for all the abominatio 


«- midſt thereof. 0 Exek. ix. git 
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 wrefted, is stil truth. He a' deins 525 Cel a eee 90 
wrong, let us endeavour to preach it right; but if it be 
| effet in Seripture, let us never be ended at it 
It may be ſaid, this docttine is an encouragement to ty- 
rants, Whom it is not only lawful, but our duty to refiſt, 
T cahnot fee, that Chriftians are any where in Seripture 
either bound, or wartanted to reſiſt even tyrants; Sup- 
poſing refiſtance were in certain caſes law ſulꝭ the queſtions, 
when it is fo, and how far it may be carried, muſt: be al- 
ways as difficult as they are critical. W. ben are gover- 
nors tyrants, and when not? What ſhall we do, when the; 
are, tyrannical in ſome things, and not in others ? Shall 
we, in matters like theſe, tell the Chriſtian to 1 egulate his 
ſubjection, either by his own opinion, or by — of the 
public? Alas, he may be too ſimple to judge, or too much 
ſequeſtered to obtain the needful information. The pub- 
lic mind may be much divided o much prejudiced, and 
its conduct ſuch as would call rather for an oppoſing teſti- 
mony, than an obſequious compliance. - What inceſſant 
diſturbances, what multiplied diſputes, what diſtreſſing 
perplexities, would prevail in the church How preferable | 
then, both for its fimplieity and ſafety, is the rule of Scrip- 
ture! Dearly beloved, n not yourſelves, but rather 
give place unto. wrath : for it is written; Vengeance 1 1s 
mine; I will repay, ſaith the Lord.“ Rom. xii. 19. 
1 Promotion cometh neither from the eaſt, nor from the 
« weſt, nor from the ſouth. But God is judge: he put- 
« teth down one, and ſetteth * another.“ Pſal. IXxv. 6 6, 7˙ 
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lous th co-operation in bo the meaſures 72 

| Lued, epoſes them 10 che co t 

| b tha reſt of t their party, Ex 

ber renders them inſigniſi cant. 10 

| 9 25 ou 2 ny? and their own fold, 
l 5, and 1 in {ure reſting- ogy 122 1 OR 

| or gyerruled ;, their minds individually, and 


their communion, with each other, are equally cor forta- | 


| Fon and the influence of their. avowed opinions, of. their 

united example, af their heavenly, and faſt held profeſſion, 
though gradual and filent in its operation, is irreſiſtible, in 

— its. progreſs, and mighiy in its effects. I appeal to hiltory, 

whether it is not a fact, that in every country where 2 


diſciples with a tolerable degree of purit the 


r. 
oe 
e 1=7 the means a that are 


goſpel hag bon preached with conſiderable ſucceſs, a pro- 
ſtandard — morals has been raiſed, the adminiſtration and 


the very Principles of the government have been i impro- | 


ved, and the conditions of all ranks meliorated. Theſe 


bleſhags have been derived from the 8 and precepts 


of Chriſtianity, not from political ſchemes and meaſures, | " 


even #honapproyen,or helped forward by | Chriſtians, The | 
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only altogether diſtinck from the influence of 'the; ae ys 

but form ah ace contraſt to it, 3 alford= 
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N may be ese dec, again, what 1 0 His 
eſpouſe, condemus the noble" exeteions et rhiofe 
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ed refotmation from pope . . 
termed the glorious Revol Wen 
feel ſtrongly the importa 
I read the hiſtory reſpecting ther With the livelieſt inte- 
reſt. L adtafre the integrity; and the fortitude of many 
who ſtruggled for the caufe'of God and truth. 1 

they wer ee of God for a bleſſing to ei 


ats wha 
101 1688. 1 t 


forts with thankfulneſs to the kind Providence, Which 
crowned thoſe efforts with ſucceſs; ' But we mult wlwa ways 


diſtinguiſh between the holineſs of God, and che imper- 
ts. After all, the deer were | 


fection of his inſtrument 
only men. It remains to be proved, that the fat 


perhaps ſuperior, advantages could not have been Ibo 72 
Hof preaching, and ſtedfaſt aherence to 5 


by e 
the ſpiritual faith aud Prfetics of the goſpel. It is cer- 
tain, that great as the attainments of the reformer: 


ſcience, mutual forbearance, and the way in which error 


mould be oppoſed by the friends of truth. Befides, in a 


queſtion of Chriſtian duty may we not follow the obvious 


Pretepts of the word af God? Muſt we ftdþ to a6commo- 


date what is Tegibly Written in the law and the te 


non 
to the opinions or practices of certain celebrated” one 


Grant that they were Chriſtians an t Chriſtians, 
did they give Jaw to tlie Srriptures, or or the Seri tures to 
them? What if the goſpel Thould ü 
creed eĩther of Whig or Tory ? Whit ff it thotild be fount 
to be the religion of ſtrangers, only, and pilgrims on the 
the earth? of men chofen out of che world individually; 
gathered into aſſociations purely bf a ſpititual natufe, and 
called to make memfelves known „ by the 
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bY which are univerſally * on 
bo 0 .caſy:! Had: our lot Turkey, 
e the government was abſolute, and the admini 
5 er ſo oppreſſive, our duties would have been 
1 bi the temptations to tranſgreſs would bare ben „ 
2 rwiſe.:: I ürmly believe, (and I do not think any 7 : 5 e 
; 8 vou ill aſcribe 3 it to mere partiality | m: Lab cru coun . 5 13 Ts 1 
. when I ſay), that no other part e 
5 Ws nt ſo highly'fagoured,; i e 
or ſpiritual bleſſings. our ſituation, therefore, the „„ 
elt approach to re the eee, of . or the 3 
were want of gri od, w 2 _ 8 
l eximinal. . 5 „ i OI te ni 4 78. ki [ 5 $6 ik 5 | | 
| . ; hint we tes! in, is indeed upon earth, „ 
like every thing earthly, has inſcribed upon all its tempo- W Ps 2 
ml ral advantages, ! Vanity of yanities, andvexation of Ow”. 4 „„ 
What then! Let us deſire a better country, that en 
I 1 pon" One thing is needful. God is in Petit, 
"NG 5' the world" to elf, not imputin „„ 
his, and this alone, i is the mitiſtry / „* 5 
e A e-for wing ben ß 
in time and eternity Our victories in diſtant ſeas, our re- „ 
pelling of invaſions s, our internal tranquillity, our civil pri- n 
vileges, were they ten thouſand times more im portant tag 
| they are, can neither ſave nor ſatisfy our immortal ſoulss. 
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